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I WAS JUST THINKING:  I still have a full deck. I just shuffle slower.  

Editor’s Rant: (apolitical and controversy-free edition) 

Nous sommes dans la Belle Province. My French vocabulary is 

slowly elevating to its previous high of about a hundred words. 

The weather has been less extreme than other parts of the world 

and we are at war with nobody in particular. Life is good.   

Calli’s younger brother, who died in January after a decade-long 

battle with Alzheimer’s, was laid to rest in the 1812 Apple Grove 

Cemetery at the top of the hill last weekend with family and 

friends converging on our cottage community from all over. It was 

a very special day and weekend and brought back so many  

memories of years gone by here.  

The cemetery, that contains a number of departed family and 

friends, holds special meaning for the Brisbins from Alberta. We 

confirmed to our teenage children one Christmas in the mid-‘80’s 

that they came from a weird set of parents, when we gifted them 

each a cemetery plot in Apple Grove “so they could say they were 

land owners in Quebec”. It is our final destination on this amazing 

trip called life.  

30 mile long, international Lake Memphremagog has been            
included in Canada’s top ten most beautiful lakes. Our place is   
situated in Quebec but our deck looks into Vermont. The original     
connection to this little piece of heaven came through Calli’s   
family. Eighty years ago her father and four other penniless    
United Church ministers scraped together a few hundred dollars 
to buy land along the shore of the lake’s Fitch Bay. They cut down  



Rant contd. 
 

some of the many cedar trees on their properties and helped each other learn to and build 

log cabins. They called their little community of five cottages “Klerricalerrers”. Not long after, 

two senior scientists at the Penfield Neurological Institute in Montreal bought and built their 

places immediately south of the clergymen. They called their extension “Past The Pastors”. 

The combined community is known around the bay as “The Village”. Amazingly, with one  

exception, all the properties in The Village remain in the original families’ hands to this day. 

We still hold “Chapel” in a little wooded space by the shore. The frequency is no longer 

weekly as it was for many decades and the formality of the “services” relaxed a lot as the 

younger generation took over but the tradition holds.  

Once the week of  David’s Celebration of Life gathering was over the pace returned to its 

normal relaxed beat. Now that August is here it will continue to slow down. We look forward 

to the total tranquility that comes at the end of the month, and remains as we bask in the fall 

colours before heading home in a couple of months.  There will be virtually no boats, just us 

and the wildlifeafter the September long weekend.   

I hope all of you are enjoying the Alberta summer. Winter in both places will come soon 
enough. Meanwhile, I will drink to your health and have a nap.  

 

AGING GYROS:                                                   
 August is not a lazy month for five in our midst. They are busy 

celebrating another birthday  

Celebrants include: Ian Bannatyne (5th); Dorne Hunt (9th);  

John Evans (10th); Bernie Kropp (16th); Nestor Chomik (24th) 

Enjoy your milestone day fellas. It only comes once a year. 

Here’s to ya.                                                                                                     



 

LAST EVENT: Bocci  at Kleebaums’ August 10th 

Once again, I missed the spectacular Kleebaum’s Lawn Bocce Bash. It was just to long a 

trip to and from Quebec for the fabled event. Alle]an Bleiken, however, sent me the         

following report: 

As usual, Gary and Carol Kleebaum were the cornerstones of this year’s event.  They donated their 
yard, their home, their household products and equipment, and their time and effort.  They have 
done this for a number of years which is a remarkable testament to their commitment to Gyro and 
Gyrette friendship.  And as usual, a group of Gyros formed a behind-the-scenes work group to help 
make it all happen.  This included Don Grieg, Nester Slipchuk. Gary Kleebaum, and myself, who 
helped put up the tent the night before (which Gary was able to obtain).  It also included Art Mer-
rick, Nester Slipchuk, Jim Copeland, Gary Kleebaum, and myself, who formed the workgroup to set 
up, prepare and serve the meal, and clean up after the event was over.  And once again, Sid Slade 
organized the tournament teams, scoring, and outcomes of the tournament.  Throughout this pro-
cess, Gary was the linchpin that made all this happen in a seamless manner.  As such, he and Carol 
epitomize everything that is good in Gyro and Gyrettes, and the workgroup illustrated the fellow-
ship needed to get things done. 
 The dinner consisted of roast beef on a bun, Caesar salad, and a variety of deserts.  As well, 
snacks, pop, and bottled water were provided.  The winners of the A Group were Al Gordon, Judy 
Govenlock, Brenda Kropp and Gary Kleebaum.  They each received a fine bottle of wine. The win-
ners of the B Group were Bernie Kropp, Carol Kleebaum, Lois Wilson, and Ray Davis.  They won a 
jar of Gary Kleebaum’s famous jam. 
 The event itself was another excellent Gyro and Gyrette gathering to have fun and to share friend-
ship.  Given the past two years, it was so nice to be able to visit with other Gyros again.  
  
Cheers, Allan 

 Allan, Rikke Dootjes, and Brenda Kropp sent photographic records of the day.  Thanks to all.  

  



BOCCE PICS contd.  

 

 

 



OTHER GYRO MEETINGS 

Brenda Kropp informed me that the GYRETTES are  

meeting once a month for coffee now.  

The August 12th picture was taken at the Italian Center, 

DISTRICGT VIII CONVENTION is to be held in Medicine Hat, on September 22nd - 25th. 

Additional information is available through the Medicine Hat Lodge website at: http://

www.medhatlodge.com/ 

Registration for the District VIII Convention is now open and on the Convention 

wesite:   https://stampedecity.gyro.org/?page_id=4029.                                                       

Any questions can go to     D8Convention@gyro.org   

                                           ********************************* 

TIMELESS WISDOM: 
 
Politicians are the same all over. 
They promise to build a bridge even where there is no river. 
~Nikita Khrushchev, Soviet Union politician 
 
When I was a boy I was told that anybody could become President; I'm beginning to believe it. 
~Quoted in 'Clarence Darrow for the Defense' by Irving Stone. 
 
Politicians are people who, when they see light at the end of the tunnel, go out and buy some more 
tunnel. 
~John Quinton, American actor/writer 
 
Politics is the gentle art of getting votes from the poor and campaign funds from the rich, by  prom-
ising to protect each from the other. 
~Oscar Ameringer, "the Mark Twain of American Socialism." 
 
I offered my opponents a deal: "if they stop telling lies about me, I will stop telling the truth about 
them". 
~Adlai Stevenson, campaign speech, 1952.. 
 
A politician is a fellow who will lay down your life for his country. 
~Texas Guinan. 19th century American businessman 
 
I have come to the conclusion that politics is too serious a matter to be left to the politicians. 
~Charles de Gaulle, French general & politician 

http://www.medhatlodge.com/
http://www.medhatlodge.com/
https://stampedecity.gyro.org/?page_id=4029
mailto:D8Convention@gyro.org


 

HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

 

Earl Korber had great news to report. He finally got his heart surgery after countless calls 

by him and his sons over many months. They finally told him they could schedule his for just 

after Christmas! When Earl’s son told them he couldn't wait that long, that he could barely 

walk from the bedroom to the kitchen without being winded and exhausted, they finally 

found a spot for him on July 6th. Almost  immediately post-op he felt remarkably better and 

can do all the things he has been waiting to do for over a year. “It was like a miracle”, he 

said. Our health care system needs more miracles and more timely ones. The staff are    

exhausted and there aren’t enough of them.  

John Williams remains first in line for the surgery on his thumbs,  a status he has held for 

many months now.  

Brenda Beattie’s new hip is doing just fine. Some therapy now, two months in and she 

continues to improve every day pain-free.  Maybe a new head would help my headaches.  

Peter Elzinga continues to avoid crowds and hence live Gyro meetings due to his         

compromised immune system. Otherwise, he reports he is doing well. 

 

We all learned of Keith Bradley’s passing when we read Jan’s note       

informing us that she had just lost her best friend. Sherwood Park Gyro Club 

also lost a great friend and valued member. At the time of Keith’s fall in the 

hospital parking lot after a test, it was unthinkable that, as serious as the fall 

was, it would end this way many agony-filled months later.  

We are so grateful to Jan for keeping us informed as the battle went on month after month. 

We empathized with her shared frustration and pain, and we do now as she    embarks on 

the inevitable grieving process.  

There are only two things on the positive side of this story that I can think of. The first is, as 

trite as it may sound, Keith is no longer in pain. The second is that we Gyros had an           

opportunity to greet Keith personally via a “drive past” not that long ago. How fortunate that 

turned out to be. What we thought was a get well wish from his Gyro friends turned out to be 

a farewell visit  

We keep Keith, Jan, the boys and their whole family in our hearts and prayers and give 

thanks that Keith is finally at peace after more than half a year of agony.  

 

Keith’s obituary was published in the Edmonton Journal August 6th. As noted in the obituary, 

a memorial service will be held at 1:30 on Tuesday, August 16th, at Bethel Lutheran Church, 

298 Bethel Drive, Sherwood Park. I am sure that a great many Gyros and Gyrettes will be 

there.  



Someone posted that they had just made synonym buns.  
I replied, "you mean just like the ones that grammar used to make?"  
I am now blocked. 

I don't want to brag about my finances or anything…but my credit card company 
calls me almost every day to tell me that my balance is outstanding. 
   

Scientists got together to study the effects of alcohol on a person’s walk, and the 
result was staggering 
 

   

LINGUISTIC LUNACY 

..   

   

 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   



The fastest land mammal is not a cheetah ...  
it’s a toddler who has just been asked “what’s in your mouth?  

KIDS’ KOMODY 

   

 

 

  



 

 

 

HEALTH  HA  HA’S 

 

 

 

Sanjay Thakrar, CEO at Euro Exim Bank Ltd got economists thinking when he said: 
 
"A cyclist is a disaster for a country's economy. He does not buy a car and does not take 
a car loan. Does not buy car insurance. Does not buy fuel. Does not send the car for ser-
vicing and repairs. Does not use paid parking. Does not become obese. 
  

Yes, and well, damn it!! Healthy people are not needed for an economy. They do not buy 
drugs. They do not go to hospitals and doctors. They add nothing to a country's GDP. 
  

On the contrary, every new McDonalds outlet creates at least 30 jobs: 10 cardiologists, 
10 dentists and 10 weight-loss experts - quite apart from all the people working in 
McDonald's outlets. 
 
Choose wisely: A cycle or a McDonalds? Worth thinking." 

 
Walking is even worse. Those people do not even buy a bicycle. 

The other side of the story: 



 

AGING GRACELESSLY 

 

Old age is when former classmates are so gray and wrinkled 
and bald, they don't recognize you. 
 
You know you are getting old, when everything either dries up 
or leaks. 
 
Some people try to turn back their odometers. 
Not me, I want people to know "why" I look this way. I've      
traveled a long way and some of the roads weren't paved. 
 
How old would you be if you didn't know how old you are? 
 
I haven't gotten anything done today. I've been in the Produce 
Department trying to open this stupid plastic bag.  
 
I don’t always go the extra mile, but when I do it’s usually       
because I missed my exit.  



        THOSE WERE THE DAYS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PREPOSTEROSITY AT THE PUMPS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Actually, there are 4 puncta – upper and lower lid each eye 



 

ANXIETY MEDICINE  
In these uncertain times it is easy to let your anxiety start to creep up . Perhaps 

while we are in various forms of lock-down, some images from our amazing world 

will help remind us that regardless of how things may look right now, we are indeed 

so lucky to be inhabiting this beautiful planet.  
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A PROUD GRANDPA 

I am stepping beyond my traditional Editor chair to give a shout out to our granddaughter, 

Sadie Brisbin. We share that honour with her other grandparents and former Gyros. 

Rusty and Sus Climie.  

Sadie has been an elite athlete, like her mother, Lisa, for many of her 15 years. Last 

Spring she played in the National championship in U-15 Ringette, flying in mid           

tournament to Vancouver at a special invitation from a Vancouver Whitecaps showcase 

weekend where young women got to show their talent to head coaches and scouts from      

Universities all over North America. Apparently she turned some heads. Then it was back 

to complete the Ringette championship tournament. She was sad when it was over      

because it was probably her last competitive ringette experience. The inevitable need to 

choose between ringette and soccer had finally arrived. Then came the first of the extra 

opportunities that soccer would send her way. She was invited to join the team             

representing Canada in the CanCaf international tournament involving 30 countries to 

take place in Tampa Florida in early August. She and Lisa flew to Florida in Late July for 

team practices in a record heat wave that lasted through their entire time in the state. 

Many of the top temms had played together on tournaments around Eueope and North 

America for the pas year. The Canadian team met each other at their first practice. Sadie 

overcame the brutal heat and played her heart out. She scored a critical shot in a shoot -

out after a nil-nil tie in regulation time that kept them in the game until the next teammate 

scored the winner that took them to the gold medal final. We watched the games live on 

our I-Pads. The commentator said Sadie must have had “Nerves of steel” but we were all 

a. wreck. Sadie defended against the top scorer in the tournament when they played for 

gold against the US. She kept her scoreless. They scored the only goal against the 

Americans in the entire tournament, but had to settle for silver medals.  They made TSN 

and other media. The entire “Village” community here at the lake was exhausted from the 

tension of the week. Yes, all four of us are very proud grandparents. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

Due to the polarity of the Survivor shows, Alberta is planning to do 
its own, titled 'Survivor – Alberta Style.' 
The contestants will start in Calgary, travel over to Lethbridge and 
on to Brooks.  Then, they will head north to Wainwright then up to 
Cold Lake.  From there they will proceed to Fort Mac, Slave Lake 
and Grand Prairie.  The final leg will be back to Calgary! 
 Each contestant will be driving a pink Volvo with Quebec license 
plates and a HUGE bumper sticker that reads: I'm a vegetarian. 
Beer is harmful to your health. Conservatives suck. Trudeau is God. 
Deer hunting is murder, and I'm here to confiscate your guns.' 
The first one who makes it back to Calgary alive wins... 
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MEANWHILE NOT IN CANADA 

 

 

 

Meanwhile in Brazil 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANIMAL INSTINCTS 

 

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

 

             SB 
 

 

…..Yes. We are in Quebec.   
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