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I WAS JUST THINKING:  I love being in my eighties. I learn something 

new every day, and forget five other things.  

I want to echo the accolades started by Allan Bleiken in an e-mail 

a couple of weeks ago and that continued during the wind-up this 

week. 

Our outgoing president, Ted Ewanchuk stepped up to the plate 

and led our club through an extended and very challenging time 

during the pandemic. He did not sit back passively, waiting for 

things to change. He organized in-person outdoor gatherings 

when the rare occasion allowed it and went to Zoom for others. As 

a result, the sense of belonging and friendship endured where 

many other relationships did not. He extended his term until an 

actual election could occur and his choice was not for the reason 

that Jason Kenny chose. I have known Ted as a patient and then 

as a friend for decades. I was convinced that when the time was 

right, he would make an excellent Gyro and that both he and the 

club would be mutual beneficiaries of his joining us. That certainly 

proved to be the case. 

The election some weeks ago re-emphasized the challenge      

organizations such as ours are facing. The club is aging, as we 

are. When it started, the membership was largely made up of 

mere youngsters in their thirties. The men got to have a night off 

with the boys a couple of times a month. Nowadays our offspring 

don’t have that luxury. Usually, both spouses are working outside 

the home and taking a more equal responsibility for their family’s 

and household’s activities.  

Our new members are not in their thirties anymore. They are our  



Rant contd. 

friends, approximate our age, and each year sees barely enough to replace the attrition of 
age, health, etc. Former presidents and executive members must take another kick at the 
cat. Fortunately, our new members are willing to take on leadership roles earlier than they 
might have planned. Ted is a perfect example of this “newer member” breed. I am pleased 
to see that our incoming president is also a recent addition to the club. After Ted’s perfor-
mance, Bruce Copeland has some pretty big shoes to fill. I’ve seen the size of Bruce’s 
feet. He should do just fine.    

 

AGING GYROS:                                                   
The following are our Birthday Boys of the month: 

Lawrence Zalasky (3rd); Al Gordon (27th); Terry Bajer (29th). 

Enjoy your big day, boys, but remember...limit yourself to one per 

year. You’ll live longer that way.   

 

                                                                                                      



HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

 

Keith Bradley is home from the hospital for the second time after spending  another two-

days in the ER with extreme pain. He is getting a bit of light but vital home physiotherapy at 

least once a week when he is able, but still has a long road ahead of him. Jan and Keith 

are both exhausted but soldiering along with Bradley grit and determination. See the report 

on our “Drive By” on the 12th elsewhere in this bulletin.  

Earl Korber is still awaiting surgery to help with his shortness of breath. Just so that  he 

doesn’t feel too special, John Williams remains first in line for the surgery on his thumbs,  

a status he has held for many months now.  

Brenda Beattie hip replacement  surgery took place on the 9th. She was home by the 10th 

but no doubt it will be a while before she is running, dancing and clicking her heels.  

Peter Elzinga had a bit of a drop in his hemoglobin count a week or so ago, but it is on its 

way back up. His medical doctor has still not given him he green light to return to a normal 

social life, which includes Gyro gatherings.   

 

We were saddened to learn that Art Merrick’s mother passed away. The funeral was on 

June 15th. Our thoughts are with you, Art. 

 

Ken Lesniak made the Sherwood Park News AGAIN this week, complete with not one, but 

two pictures. This time it was as the chair of the Strathcona Community Hospital           

Foundation Board as he oversaw the installation of a beautiful piece of art created by      

local, and internationally known artist,  Giselle Denis. It will hang in the hospital lobby. The 

gorgeous piece was dedicated to Ken’s wife, Carol, and as she did throughout her life, it 

will provide an atmosphere of joy and peace to those who see it.  



LAST MEETING:   WIND-UP  June 15th 

The last “Winding” of the season, formally known as the “Wind-up” was held at the 

GCCC. The  affair was organized and hosted by our own Don Greig. There were 50 of us 

in attendance to enjoy socializing, beverages and a great catered meal followed by the 

official part of the evening—the induction of the coming year’s offiers and some words or 

wisdom from our outgoing President, Ted Ewanchuk, followed by more from  incoming 

President, Bruce Copeland.  Despite the great time that was had by all, you can tell we 

aren’t as young as we used to be. The entire evening lasted three hours and the last car 

left the parking lot at 9:00 o’clock.    

 

 



INSTALLATION 

 



LAST EVENT:   HORSE RACING  

On May 3rd to Gyro couples gathered at the track for an evening with the ponies and a 

fine buffet dinner. Nobody is disclosing the win/loss numbers but it is reported that      

everyone left, not only with their shirt, but fully clothed. The Gyro folk were seated next 

to the buffet and right at the finish line so they were all winners from that aspect. Bernie 

Kropp took the photos below. If there were photo finished in any race they were not     

recorded on his phone.  Thanks, Bernie.  



 

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT   

Gord Stewart has advised us that the tournament will be held on Wednesday, July 6th at 

the Legends course at 10:00 AM. The cost is $53 plus GST with a shared cart. Guests 

are welcome. Lunch , prizes etc. will occur after about 2 PM and non-golfers can join the 

players for the post-round fun. The club wl contribute $20 toward lunch costs (ordered 

from the menu) for Gyro members. Please let Gord know of your intent to attend, and if 

you can donate any prizes.  

OTHER  FUTURE GYRO MEETINGS: 

The following e-mail from Sid Slade sent to us a week + ago says it all: 

Gentlemen 

There are some events that you should be made aware of which are nearing. 

1. Installation of our own District VIII member (Peter Carter - Gyro Club of Edmonton) as President of 
Gyro International. This will be during our upcoming virtual Gyro International Convention on Saturday, 
June 18th - Business Meeting at 10:00AM and Induction of International Members following at 6:00PM. 
Please note these times are Central Time. 
2.To District Club Presidents, if you are not planning to participate during the International Convention, 
I will require your proxy votes to vote on your behalf during the business portion of the meeting. Just       

respond directly to myself  at sws.slade@gmail.com Your attention to this matter is appreciated. 
3. Last but not least, please check out Stampede City's web site for full details on our very own District 

Convention which is to held in Medicine Hat, on September 22 thru to September 25th, 2022. Additional 

information is available through the Medicine Hat Lodge website at:                                                        

http://www.medhatlodge.com/   

Thanks for your dedication to Gyro.  

Sid Slade - District VIII Governor 

Alan Pentney advised that  registration for the District VIII Convention is now open 

and on the Convention website   https://stampedecity.gyro.org/?page_id=4029. Any 

questions can go to D8Convention@gyro.org   

 

GYRETTE MEETING: 

The Wednesday, June 29 th, a Gyrette meeting will be held at Thai Together Thai Cuisine,  

3830 Sherwood Drive at 6 pm. A tempting variety of food will be shared 

Please let Sharon Slade or Nora Craddock know if you will be attending. 

sws.slade@gmail.com 

nora.craddock@gmail.com 

mailto:sws.slade@gmail.com
http://www.medhatlodge.com/
https://stampedecity.gyro.org/?page_id=4029
mailto:D8Convention@gyro.org
mailto:sws.slade@gmail.com
mailto:nora.craddock@gmail.com


A GYRO DRIVE-BY 

On Sunday, June 12th about 20 cars lined up and slowly drove by Keith and Jan Bradley’s 

so that their Gyro friends could wish them well, a steady recovery for Keith, and a bit of 

rest for Jan. It has been well over a month since Keith slipped in the hospital parking lot 

and sustained serious damage to his right side (hip, arm, shoulder) he is now screwed   

together but has experineced severe pain and very little mobility. The family wheeled him 

out to the curb and apparently we were the first people beyond his immediate family that 

he has seen since the accident, with the exception of doctors and nurses. Jan reports he 

was very pleased, as were we, for the opportunity let him know we were all pulling for him. 

The road to recovery will be a long one but he is finally showing a some improvement. All 

his friends and family want that trend to continue.  

 

    

 



DRIVE-BY Contd. 

 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   



 

SIGNS OF 0UR TIMES 

 



 

KIDS’ KOMODY 

   



 

 

 

HEALTH  HA  HA’S 

 

 



 

AGING GRACELESSLY 

 

YES, I'M A SENIOR CITIZEN!  
 
I'm the life of the party.....Even if it lasts until 8 p.m. 

I'm very good at opening childproof caps..... 
With a hammer. 

  

I'm awake many hours before  
my body allows me to get up. 

  

I'm smiling all the time,  
because I can't hear a thing you're saying. 
  

I'm sure everything I can't find is 
in a safe secure place, somewhere. 
  

I'm wrinkled, saggy, lumpy,  

and that's just my left leg. 

I'm beginning to realize that aging is not for wimps.  



        THOSE WERE THE DAYS   

 

 

 

 

 

   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIFE THEN AND NOW   1957 vs 2022 

You know by today's standards none of us was supposed to ever make it. 

HIGH SCHOOL -- 1957 vs. 2022 

Scenario 1: 

Jack goes quail hunting before school and then pulls into the school parking lot 

with his shotgun in his truck's gun rack. 

1957 - Vice Principal comes over, looks at Jack's shotgun, goes to his car and gets his 

shotgun to show Jack. 

2022 - School goes into lock down, FBI called, Jack hauled off to jail and never sees his 

truck or gun again. Counselors called in for traumatized students and teachers. 

 

Scenario 2: 

Johnny and Mark get into a fist fight after school. 

1957 - Crowd gathers. Mark wins. Johnny and Mark shake hands and end up buddies. 

2022 - Police called and SWAT team arrives -- they arrest both Johnny and Mark. They 

are both charged with assault and both expelled even though Johnny started it 

 

Scenario 3: 

Jeffrey will not be still in class, he disrupts other students. 

1957 - Jeffrey sent to the Principal's office and given a good paddling by the Principal. He 

then returns to class, sits still and does not disrupt class again. 

2022 - Jeffrey is given huge doses of Ritalin. He becomes a zombie. He is then tested for 

ADD. The family gets extra money (SSI) from the government because Jeffrey has a disa-

bility.  

Scenario 4: 

Billy breaks a window in his neighbor's car and his Dad gives him a whipping with 

his belt. 

1957 - Billy is more careful next time, grows up normal, goes to college and becomes a 

successful businessman. 

2022 - Billy's dad is arrested for child abuse Billy is removed to foster care and joins a 

gang. The state psychologist is told by Billy's sister that she remembers being abused 

herself and their dad goes to prison. Billy's mom has an affair with the psychologist. 

 

Scenario 5: 

Mark gets a headache and takes some aspirin to school.. 

1957 - Mark shares his aspirin with the Principal out on the smoking dock 

2022 - The police are called and Mark is expelled from school for drug violations. His car 

is then searched for drugs and weapons  

 



THOSE WERE THE DAYS contd. 

 Scenario 5: 

Mark gets a headache and takes some aspirin to school.. 

1957 - Mark shares his aspirin with the Principal out on the smoking dock 

2022 - The police are called and Mark is expelled from school for drug violations. His car 

is then searched for drugs and weapons     

 

Scenario 6: 

Pedro fails high school English. 

1957 - Pedro goes to summer school, passes English and goes to college. 

2022 - Pedro's cause is taken up by state. Newspaper articles appear nationally            

explaining that teaching English as a requirement for graduation is racist. ACLU files 

class action lawsuit against the state school system and Pedro's English teacher. English 

is then banned from core curriculum. Pedro is given his  diploma anyway but ends up 

mowing lawns for a living because he cannot speak English. 

 

Scenario 7: 

Johnny takes apart leftover firecrackers from the Fourth of July, puts them in a 

model airplane paint bottle and blows up a red ant bed. 

1957 - Ants die. 

2022 - ATF, Homeland Security and the FBI are all called. Johnny is charged with         

domestic terrorism. The FBI investigates his parents -- and all siblings are removed from 

their home and all computers are confiscated. Johnny's dad is placed on a terror watch 

list and is never allowed to fly again. 

 

Scenario 8: 

Johnny falls while running during recess and scrapes his knee He is found crying 

by his teacher, Mary. Mary hugs him to comfort him. 

1957 - In a short time, Johnny feels better and goes on playing. 

2022 - Mary is accused of being a sexual predator and loses her job. She faces 3 years 

in State Prison. Johnny undergoes 5 years of therapy. 

 

 

We are not going to make it!  

 



 

 

 

TOOLS AND HOW TO USE THEM contd. 

 

 

 

 

OXYACETYLENE TORCH: 

Used almost entirely for igniting various flammable objects in your shop and creating 

a fire. Also handy for igniting the grease inside the wheel hub out of which you want 

to remove a bearing race. 

 

HAMMER: 
Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as a 

kind of divining rod to locate the most expensive parts adjacent to the object 
we are trying to hit. 

  

UTILITY KNIFE: 
Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard cartons delivered to 
your front door. Works particularly well on contents such as seats, vinyl rec-

ords, liquids in plastic bottles, collector magazines, refund checks, and rubber 
or plastic parts. Especially useful for slicing work clothes, but only while in use. 

 

And lastly …….. 
  

SON OF A B*TCH TOOL: 
Any handy tool that you grab and throw across the garage while yelling 'Son 
of a b*tch' at the top of your lungs. It is also, most often, the next tool that you 
will need. 



FASCINATING FACTOIDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANXIETY MEDICINE  
In these uncertain times it is easy to let your anxiety start to creep up . Perhaps 

while we are in various forms of lock-down, some images from our amazing world 

will help remind us that regardless of how things may look right now, we are indeed 

so lucky to be inhabiting this beautiful planet.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.google.ca/search?q=cribbage+clipart&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=TD7qUrVlyqXYrM%253A%252CW5gq9jf3czc0rM%252C_&usg=AI4_-kR7-aPopnZ8gK4wUN-HI411v7MuGA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiGxbaZ78reAhWyMn0KHepWAXoQ9QEwBHoECAAQDA


POSITIVITY TIDBITS to brighten your day 

 

 

 

 

 

    ...So that’s where Gyros got the idea! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hmmm... 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

                                                                                                                        

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiApOm4pujdAhVElVQKHYAVAGwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cagle.com%2Fsteve-nease%2F2018%2F10%2Fusmca&psig=AOvVaw3z7QAdshJDPcJfC8StpHni&ust=1538588363353226


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

??!! 

 

MEANWHILE NOT IN CANADA 

There’s an isolation metaphor here somewhere... 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANIMAL INSTINCTS 

 

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

 

             SB 
 

 

This bulletin edition has the most pages of any since I have been editor.  I feel 

shame. I  promise not to do it again!   
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