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I WAS JUST THINKING:  It’s probably my age that tricks some people into 

thinking I’m an adult. 

Musings while I tried to think of a rant topic:  
 

I love dogs — cats, fish, and birds, not so much. I don’t hate 
them. I just don’t love them. 
At my age, if I had a cat, a goldfish, and a budgie they would 
probably outlive me. 

 If I died in my chair, i could be there for a week before they found 
me. Meanwhile, the budgie would die in about 3 days of starvation 
and exhaustion from flying around, desperately looking for food. 
The cat would go 4 days because he was now able to eat the 
goldfish, which sustained him for another day. He had also         
exhausted himself after day 1, chasing the budgie and in the   
process he had torn the furniture, curtains and so on to shreds. 
Adding to the chaos would be all the tipped over stools and       
tables, the broken lamps, and wall pictures. When they find me 
with my cold, stiff animals and the house in a ransacked state, 
they would assume a criminal event had taken place and would 
launch an investigation which would be costly in both time and 
dollars.  

If I had had a dog, the worst that would have happened was the 
dog could last the longest without food. He would, however, be 
very hungry by day 4, when the cat died. By day 6, he would     
decide to eat the cat and bird cadavers. When they found me on 
day 7, there would be excrement on the floors, the dog would be 
sitting on my lap, licking my face. Their conclusion: “A man and 
his faithful dog … what a wonderful way to go.” 

 
Case closed. 



Thirty of us gathered at the GCCC with credit cards in hand to bid on Auction items put up 

by our fellow Gyros, resulting in a $5,000 boost to our coffers. $5,000 There was            

excitement for several reasons. The fun of bidding was   enhanced by the return of Bill 

Carter who has become a tradition as our auctioneer over the years. He split the duties 

with John Evans. Bill’s humour has not faded during his health issues and the Covid      

shut-down. The meal was good but unbalanced. We actually ran a bit short of some of the 

main course components but had a surplus of the high-calorie dessert selections. That’s 

just perfect for a bunch of aging boomers and pre-boomers with expanding waistlines! To 

be clear, it was not the GCCC’s doing. Due to staff shortages they have had to close their 

kitchen and dining room facilities and turn to outside caterers. I heard no complaints about 

the quality of the food -  just the quantity.  

 

 

 

LAST MEETING:   AUCTION NIGHT   May 18th 



FUTURE MEETINGS 

HORSE RACING   June 3rd or 4th (yet to be determined) 

A fun evening including dinner, socializing and wagering is the plan. Bring an extra shirt in 

case you lose the one you are wearing! 

 

WIND-UP   June 15th   

 The dat is firm. This time the venue is what is tbd. Decisions will be made forthwith.  

 

Allan Bleiken presented a solid slide presentation at the last meeting outlining the            

opportunities and challenges facing the club as we come out of the Covid desert. 

The presentation was sent to each member by Ted Ewanchuk, encouraging (read plead-

ing) for your input on meeting content, venues, conventions, fee structures etc. I echo Ted 

and ask that we all take a bit of our valuable time to read over Allan’s slides and voice your 

ideas to him, Ted, Bruce. Art and the directors. It is vital to the quality and overall             

enjoyment of the membership’s meetings.  

OTHER  FUTURE GYRO MEETINGS: 

The following e-mail from Sid Slade sent to us a week + ago says it all: 

Gentlemen 

There are some events that you should be made aware of which are nearing. 

1. Installation of our own District VIII member (Peter Carter - Gyro Club of Edmonton) as President of Gyro 
International. This will be during our upcoming virtual Gyro International Convention on Saturday, June 
18th - Business Meeting at 10:00AM and Induction of International Members following at 6:00PM. Please 
note these times are Central Time. 
2.To District Club Presidents, if you are not planning to participate during the International Convention, 
I will require your proxy votes to vote on your behalf during the business portion of the meeting. Just       

respond directly to myself  at sws.slade@gmail.com Your attention to this matter is appreciated. 
3. Last but not least, please check out Stampede City's web site for full details on our very own District 

Convention which is to held in Medicine Hat, on September 22 thru to September 25th, 2022. Additional 

information is available through the Medicine Hat Lodge website at:                                                        

http://www.medhatlodge.com/   

Thanks for your dedication to Gyro.  

Sid Slade - District VIII Governor 

mailto:sws.slade@gmail.com
http://www.medhatlodge.com/


HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

 

Keith Bradley is home from the hospital and gradually improving although he had a fall 

last week. Jan is being the perfect caregiver and the boys are pitching in whenever they 

can. Keith hopes to start getting some physio from Strathcona Home Care. The road to full 

recovery is going to be a long one but he is moving in the right direction.  

Earl Korber is still awaiting surgery to help with his shortness of breath. Just so that  he 

doesn’t feel too special, John Williams remains first in line for the surgery on his thumbs,  

a status he has held for many months now.  

Peter Elzinga continues to be doing well with his treatment, but his compromised immune     

system is still preventing him from attending our meetings. His medical doctor has still not 

given him he green light to return to a normal social life, which includes Gyro gatherings.   

 

Ken Lesniak made the Sherwood Park News this week when he was recognized as an   

extraordinary citizen for his contribution to the community with a Strathcona Award of      

Excellence.  Congratulations’ Ken, and thanks to Jan Bradley for drawing my attention to 

the news piece that I had not yet spotted. Congratulations, Ken, on your well deserved and 

long overdue recognition.  

Isn’t it great to see some “well”fare in the Health and Welfare section? 

  



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

SIGNS OF 0UR TIMES 

 



 

KIDS’ KOMODY 

   



 

 

 

HEALTH  HA  HA’S 

 

 

I tried giving blood today. Never again! Too many stupid questions.  

Whose blood is this? Where did you get it? Why is it in a bucket?  



 

AGING GRACELESSLY 

   Me, sobbing: "I can't see you anymore. . . .   I'm not going to let you 

hurt me again." 

My Trainer: "It was one sit-up.”  

 

As I’ve gotten older, people think I’ve become lazy.  The truth is I’m just 

being more energy efficient.  

 

Turns out that being a "senior" is mostly just googling how to do stuff.  

 

I want to be 18 again and ruin my life differently.  I have new ideas.  

 

Having plans sounds like a good idea until you have to put on clothes 
and leave the house. 

When I was a kid I wanted to be older . . this is not what I expected. 



        THOSE WERE THE DAYS   

 

 

 

 

 

   
    

 

 

 

  

 

Hard to believe I once had a phone attached to a wall, and when it 
rang, I picked it up without knowing who was calling. 

   ‘57 Ford Hideaway Hardtop 

 



LINGUISTIC LUNACY 

      

 

 

 

 

Mergatroyd? Do you remember that word? Would you believe the spell-check did 
not recognize the word, Mergatroyd? Heavens to Mergatroyd! 
  
The other day a not so elderly (I say 75) lady said something to her son about driving 
a Jalopy and he looked at her quizzically and said, "What the heck is a Jalopy?" He had 
never heard of the word jalopy! She knew she was old ... But not that old. 
Well, I hope you are Hunky Dory after you read this and chuckle. 
About a month ago, I illuminated some old expressions that have become obsolete 
because of the inexorable march of technology. These phrases included: Don't touch 
that dial; Carbon copy; You sound like a broken record; and Hung out to dry. 
  
Back in the olden days we had a lot of moxie. We'd put on our best bib and            
tucker,  to straighten up and fly right. 
Heavens to Betsy! Gee whillikers! Jumping Jehoshaphat! Holy Moley! 
We were in like Flynn and living the life of Riley ; and even a regular guy couldn't       
accuse us of being a knucklehead, a nincompoop or a pill. Not for all the tea in China! 
Back in the olden days, life used to be swell, but when's the last time anything was 
swell? Swell has gone the way of beehives, pageboys and the D.A.; of spats, knickers,  
fedoras, poodle skirts, saddle shoes, and pedal pushers. 
Oh, my aching back! Kilroy was here, but he isn't anymore. 
We wake up from what surely has been just a short nap, and before we can 
say, "Well, I'll be a monkey's uncle!" Or, "This is a fine kettle of fish!" We discover that the 
words we grew up with, the words that seemed omnipresent, as oxygen, have     
vanished with scarcely a notice from our tongues and our pens and our keyboards. 
Poof, go the words of our youth, the words we've left behind. We blink, and they're 
gone. Where have all those great phrases gone? 
Long gone: Pshaw, The milkman did it. Hey! It's your nickel. Don't forget to pull the 
chain. Knee high to a grasshopper Well, Fiddlesticks! Going like sixty. I'll see you in the 
funny papers. Don't take any wooden nickels. Wake up and smell the roses. 
It turns out there are more of these lost words and expressions than Carter has liver 
pills. This can be disturbing stuff! (Carter's Little Liver Pills are gone too!) 
Leaves us to wonder where Superman will find a phone booth. 
See ya later, alligator! Okidoki. 
You'll notice they left out "Monkey Business"!!! 
WE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE FABULOUS 50'S AND 60'S .. NO ONE WILL EVER 
HAVE THAT OPPORTUNITY AGAIN ... WE WERE GIVEN ONE OF OUR MOST        
PRECIOUS GIFTS: LIVING IN THE PEACEFUL AND UPWARDLY MOBILE TIMES.  



 

 

 

TOOLS AND HOW TO USE THEM 

 

 

                        ...To be continued 

 

PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: 
Normally used to stab the vacuum seals under lids or for opening old-style paper-and-tin 
oil cans and splashing oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, to strip 
out Phillips screw heads. 

 

STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER: 
A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to convert common slotted screws into 
non-removable screws and butchering your palms. 

PRY BAR: 
A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding that clip or bracket you needed to remove in 
order to replace a 50 cent part. 

PVC PIPE CUTTER: 
A tool used to make plastic pipe too short. 



FASCINATING FACTOIDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It's an evolutionary mystery that scientists have had trouble explaining, but humans are the only animals who 

actually enjoy eating spicy food. There does not seem to be any health benefits to eating painful peppers 

(though some research finds that it may fight off fungus), so the best reason some have suggested is the thrill 

factor—no different than the fact that we are the only animals that like rollercoasters and scary movies.  

 

As we get older, our brains tend to shrink and can suffer from cognitive dysfunction like Alzheimer's disease 

and dementia. But as best researchers can tell, we are the only animals to whom this shrinkage happens. Tests 

on other animals have found no similar phenomena—even close evolutionary relatives like chimpanzees and 

rhesus monkeys.  

 A Harvard University study of more than 120,000 people found that potato chips were to blame for the gain of an 

average of 1.69 pounds per person over four years. Other fatteners: potatoes (1.28 pounds), sugar-sweetened         

beverages (1.00 pounds), and unprocessed red meats (0.95 pounds).  

Humans Are Also the Only     
Animals Whose Brains Shrink 

Humans are the Only Animals 
That Enjoy Spicy Foods 

Potato Chips Cause More Weight 
Gain Than Any Other Food 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/21/science/21peppers.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2011/07/incredible-shrinking-human-brain
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2011-06-22/potato-chips-add-pounds-while-yogurt-slims-harvard-study-finds


 

ANXIETY MEDICINE  
In these uncertain times it is easy to let your anxiety start to creep up . Perhaps 

while we are in various forms of lock-down, some images from our amazing world 

will help remind us that regardless of how things may look right now, we are indeed 

so lucky to be inhabiting this beautiful planet.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.google.ca/search?q=cribbage+clipart&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=TD7qUrVlyqXYrM%253A%252CW5gq9jf3czc0rM%252C_&usg=AI4_-kR7-aPopnZ8gK4wUN-HI411v7MuGA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiGxbaZ78reAhWyMn0KHepWAXoQ9QEwBHoECAAQDA


POSITIVITY TIDBITS to brighten your day 

 

 

 

 

 

This unique image taken in the 1960s depicts the cast of the “Peanuts” run-
ning their lines in a recording studio. The creator of the popular comic strip, 
Charles Schultz, thought it was very important for his youthful characters to be 
brought to life by actual child voices. All the characters were cast with children 
who were around the same age as what their ages were in the comics. Cathy 
Steinberg who played Charlie Brown’s younger sister Sally was just 4 years 
old when she was hired for the role. 

         The Voice Actors Behind the “Peanuts” Characters 

If you find yourself feeling useless, remember it took 
20 years, trillions of dollars, and four U.S. presidents 
to replace the Taliban with the Taliban.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hmmm... 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We are living in confusing times. Girls and women are fined for 
trying to cover up a bit more skin in some Olympic sports while 
others are expelled from schools if their shoulders are showing. 

 

The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims" 
  
If money doesn't grow on trees, how come Banks have Branch-
es? 
  
If a Vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a Humanitarian 
eat? 
  
How do you get off a non-stop Flight? 
  
How come Noses run and Feet smell? 
  
Why do they call it a TV 'set' when there is only one? 
 
What are you vacating when you go on a vacation? 
  
Did you know that if you have What, When and Where and 
then replace the "W's" with T's the questions are answered? 
 

  



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

                                                                                                                        

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiApOm4pujdAhVElVQKHYAVAGwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cagle.com%2Fsteve-nease%2F2018%2F10%2Fusmca&psig=AOvVaw3z7QAdshJDPcJfC8StpHni&ust=1538588363353226


 

 
 

 

 MEANWHLE NOT IN CANADA  
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ANIMAL INSTINCTS 

 

 

 

 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                This is NOT a photoshop! 



 SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amazing! 

  
Toronto Woman Shot .. 
 
Becky Plews, 26, a resident of Toronto was visiting her in-laws and, while there, went to a near-
by supermarket to pick up some groceries.  Later, her husband noticed her sitting in her car in the 
driveway with the windows rolled up and her eyes closed, with both hands behind the back of 
her head.  
 
He became concerned and walked over to the car.  He noticed that Becky's eyes were now open 
and she looked very strange.  He asked her if she was okay, and Becky replied that she had been 
shot in the back of the head and had been holding her brains in for over an hour. 
 
The husband called the police and the paramedics, who broke into the car because the doors 
were locked and Becky refused to remove her hands from her head.  When they finally got in, 
they found that Becky had a wad of bread dough on the back of her head.  A Pillsbury biscuit 
canister had exploded from the heat, making a loud noise that sounded like a gunshot, and the 
wad of dough hit her in the back of her head.  When she reached back to find out what it was, 
she felt the dough and thought it was her brains.  She initially passed out, but quickly recovered. 
 
 Becky is a blonde, a Trudeau supporter and a die-hard Maple Leafs fan, but that could all be a 
coincidence... 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP PICTURE OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

 

             SB 
 

 

      Friendship through the toughest of times 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fquotesideas.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F10%2Fmerry-christmas-quote-bx1qimot1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fquotesideas.com%2Ffunny-merry-christmas-sayings-best-funny-christmas-pics%2F&docid=ARdVniSi5e
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fquotesideas.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F10%2Fmerry-christmas-quote-bx1qimot1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fquotesideas.com%2Ffunny-merry-christmas-sayings-best-funny-christmas-pics%2F&docid=ARdVniSi5e
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fquotesideas.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2015%2F10%2Fmerry-christmas-quote-bx1qimot1.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fquotesideas.com%2Ffunny-merry-christmas-sayings-best-funny-christmas-pics%2F&docid=ARdVniSi5e

