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I WAS JUST THINKING:  I remember when Halloween was the scariest 
night of the year. Now it’s election night.  

EDITOR’S RANT:    
Bill Carter sent me the piece that appears on the “Those Were 
The Days” page of this issue. I, like many of us, have seen it or 
something like it before and it is a recurring theme that has 
shown up in the past on this page in picture form. I must have 
been in a contrarian mood when I read it this time, because 
since, much to my amazement, I have actually survived over 
eighty years, I am living proof that we weren’t all doomed.      
Perhaps technology might have increased our odds of survival, 
but we certainly had luck on our side.   

However, it made me think back to my youth and recall that not 
everyone was as lucky as I was. I had at least four friends killed 
in gun accidents before I was fourteen. I had one friend who    
accidentally hanged himself climbing up into his treehouse. I 
knew two kids who died of polio and one who was permanently       
crippled.  

There is no explanation for why I lived through my mid-teens. 
During my first year of driving I survived seven accidents,        
including having a front wheel depart the vehicle when a tie rod 
broke just a block before I was about to head down the highway 
somewhat over the speed limit. A few weeks later, on a long 
weekend trip involving six of us invincible teenagers on a trip to 
Clear Lake about 2 hours west of Winnipeg, a series of            
circumstances involving the fragile state of my car dictated that   



Rant contd. 
the other carload drive behind me. They promised to do so, but then started playing 
games and finally sped past me and disappeared into the distance. I put my foot to the 
floor of my little Nash Rambler with an oversized engine and headed after them. The 
small car could really wind the speedometer but it was so light that once you exceeded 
100 mph if would start to shake. At 115 it would almost bounce down the highway. I 
was holding onto the shaking door with one hand and the wheel with the other when 
suddenly I couldn’t see. The hood had flown up but not dislodged. It remained       
plastered across the windshield. I didn’t dare apply the break at that speed not     
knowing where I was on the road, so I asked my seat mate to verbally guide me as we 
slowed to the point where I could come to a stop. I got out, tore the hood off and threw 
it in the ditch whereupon we proceeded to drive home along the Trans Canada to   
complete our long Weekend adventure.  

Fortunately., in some people’s opinion, I matured enough by my seventeenth birthday 
that, although I continued to tempt fate in many ways from time to time, my sanity    
rating behind the wheel might actually have been described as conservative. I was 
lucky and remain so. However, over the next few years I came to realize that the      
immortality of youth is a myth and I no longer pressed my luck so loosely.  

 

 

 

 

 

Scott, 
 
Could you please post the following in your next Park Points? 
 
I have a little math challenge for everyone. This is Grade 6 math so please do not ask your 
Grandchildren how to solve this equation. If you do, I would consider that cheating.it is a sim-
ple equation with a simple answer so here you are: 
 
       (11 x 7 ) - 33 divided by 3 x 2 
 
Please send your answer to me at bradsongroup@shaw.ca or reply all to all members. Re-
member NO Grandkids help. 
 
Keith  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAY BOYS:  
Who are the “special” boys this month?  

Earl Korber (10th); Roger Delveaux (12th);      

Jack Beattie (21st); Rick Craddock (24th); 

Garry Jones (29th) - that’s who!    

Enjoy it while you can, fellas. You’re only special 
once a year.    

 

    

 
 



 

GYRO MEETINGS 

 

 

GYRO FOUNDERS NIGHT  October 19th 
 
Our president, Ted Ewanchuk attended the annual Funders Night, hosted this year 
by the Edmonton club. In case you muissed his e-mail report here it is again I the 
bulletin.  
 
I would like to comment on the wonderful evening hosted by the Edmonton Gyro Club at 
the University Club in honor of the Founders of Gyro.  In attendance were 45 members, 
spouse, and guests including Sid and Sharon Slade and Allan Bleiken from our Sherwood 
Park Club.  The evening started at 5:30 pm with cocktails and visiting, with an excellent 
Prime Rib and Yorkshire Pudding buffet served at 6:30. 
  
Duncan Mills was an excellent host and MC and introduced our own Allan Bleiken to 
speak on behalf of the Sherwood Park Club.  Allan spoke very eloquently about Gyro and 
what it means to him and gave an update on our clubs founding 46 years ago (and that we 
still have 4 of the original founding members still active in the club).  Marty Larsen followed 
to speak about the Edmonton club. 
  
Following the formalities Duncan introduced the guest speakers Jeffrey Hansen- Carlson, 
CEO of Prairie Sky Gondola and Claire McDonald who is one of the managers.  Prairie 
Sky Gondola was born from the Edmonton Project which was a city-wide brainstorming 
competition that picked the urban gondola as a project the business community would 
back. 
  
Claire read an interesting short book about the value of an idea.  Jeffrey and Claire then 
spoke about how the company earned the project rights, its plans and progress to date, 
and what we can expect to see over the next couple of years until the anticipated grand 
opening in the summer of 2024.  Even though I was very skeptical coming into the meet-
ing, the speakers did an excellent job of describing the project and more importantly would 
not require tax payers funding.   The presentation was very well received with a lot of 
questions and discussion following.  Technical details are available in the following 
link:  https://www.prairieskygondola.com/technical 

  
Regards, 
  
Ted 



 

 

 

 

CRIBBAGE NIGHT 
About 25 Gyros got together at the Headquarters Restaurant on Wednesday, October 
20th. Your editor was unable to attend but  reports indicate that a good time was had by 
all and no boards were lost. Ray Davis provided photographic evidence. Bill Austin 
made and oversaw the arrangements—not an easy task during the current Covid        
situation. Meals were ordered on arrival from the restaurant menu and subsidized by the 
club by the usual amount.  

When the dust settled, Lawrence Zelasky was the winner with Bruce Copeland     
placing second. There were two draws for additional bottles of wine which were nabbed 
by Gary Kleebaum and Milt Lane. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

linguistic lunacy 

 

 

 

I DIDN'T BELIEVE THESE LAWS AT FIRST, 
BUT HAVE FOUND THEM TO BE TRUE 
FROM ACTUAL EXPERIENCE. 
1. Law of Mechanical Repair -After your hands become coated with 
grease, your nose will begin to itch and you'll have to pee. 
2. Law of Gravity - Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, will 
roll to the least accessible corner. 
3. Law of Probability - The probability of being watched is directly 
proportional to the stupidity of your act. 
4. Law of Random Numbers - If you dial a wrong number, you never 
get a busy signal and someone always answers. 
5. Supermarket Law - As soon as you get in the smallest line, the 
cashier will have to call for help. 
6. Variation Law - If you change lines (or traffic lanes), the one you 
were in will always move faster than the one you are in now. 
7. Law of the Bath - When the body is fully immersed in water, the 
telephone rings. 
8. Law of Close Encounters - The probability of meeting someone 
you know increases dramatically when you are with someone you 
don't want to be seen with. 
9. Law of the Result - When you try to prove to someone that a ma-
chine won't work, it will. 
10. Law of Biomechanics -The severity of the itch is inversely pro-
portional to the reach. 
11.. Law of the Theater & Hockey Arena - At any event, the people 
whose seats are furthest from the aisle, always arrive last. They 
are the ones who will leave their seats several times to go for 
food, beer, or the toilet and who leave early before the end of 
the performance or the game is over. The folks in the aisle seats 
come early, never move once, have long gangly legs or big bellies 
and stay to the bitter end of the performance. The aisle people al-
so are very surly folk. 
12. The Coffee Law - As soon as you sit down to a cup of hot coffee, 
your boss will ask you to do something which will last until the 
coffee is cold. 
13. Murphy's Law of Lockers - If there are only 2 people in a locker 
room, they will have adjacent lockers. 
14. Law of Physical Surfaces - The chances of an open-faced jam 
sandwich landing face down on a floor, are directly correlated 
to the newness and cost of the carpet or rug. 
15. Law of Logical Argument -Anything is possible if you don't know 
what you are talking about. 
16. Brown's Law of Physical Appearance - If the clothes fit, they're 
ugly. 
17. Oliver's Law of Public Speaking - A closed mouth gathers no 
feet. 
18. Wilson's Law of Commercial Marketing Strategy - As soon as you 
find a product that you really like, they will stop making it. 
19. Doctors' Law - If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go 
to the doctor, by the time you get there you'll feel better... But 
don't make an appointment, and you'll stay sick. This has been 
proven over and over with taking children to the pediatrician. 



.HEALTH AND WELFARE:  
As a reminder, please tip Gord Stewart off if you or anyone in the Gyro family has 
health issues.  Gord will then follow up.   
 
Peter Elzinga sent out a note to all members recently reassuring them that his cancer 
treatments are going well, still beng adjusted for maximum benefit and that he looks        
forward to a long and healthy life. Great news, Peter! 

 

Brenda Beattie has an appointment with her surgeon for Tuesday regarding her hip.  

 

 

 

   

 



        THOSE WERE THE DAYS   
Heard a Doctor on TV recently telling us that we needed children to play in the dirt with their dogs and cats 
and be allowed to build up some immunity! Who would have thought? 
  
My mum used to cut chicken, chop eggs and spread butter on bread on the same cutting board with the same 
knife and no bleach, but we didn't seem to get food poisoning. Our school sandwiches were wrapped in wax 
paper in a brown paper bag, not in ice pack coolers, but I can't remember getting E.coli. 
  
Almost all of us would have rather gone swimming in the creek, the lake or at the beach instead of a pristine 
chlorinated pool (talk about boring), no beach closures then either? 
  
We all took PE . And risked permanent injury with a pair of Dunlop sand shoes or bare feet if you couldn't    
afford the runners instead of having cross-training athletic shoes with air cushion soles and built-in 
light reflectors that cost as much as a small car. 
  
I can't recall any injuries but they must have happened because they tell us how much safer we are now. 
  
We got the cane or the strap for doing something wrong at school, they used to call it discipline yet we all grew 
up to accept the rules and to honour & respect those older than us. 
  
We had at least 40 kids in our class and somehow, we all learned to read and write, do maths and spell almost 
all the words needed to write a grammatically correct letter......., FUNNY THAT!! 
  
We all said prayers in school irrespective of our religion, sang the national anthem and saluted the Flag and no 
one got upset. Staying in detention after school netted us all sorts of negative attention, we wish we hadn't got. 
  
And we all knew we had to accomplish something before we were allowed to be proud of ourselves. 
 
I just can't recall how bored we were without computers, PlayStation, Nintendo, X-box or 270 digital TV cable 
stations. We weren't!!  Don’t even mention the rope swing into the river or climbing trees. 
  
Oh yeah ... And where were the antibiotics and sterilization kit when I got that bee sting? I could have been 
killed! 
  
We played "King of the Castle" on piles of dirt or gravel left on vacant building sites and when we got hurt, 
mum pulled out the 2/6d bottle of iodine and then we got our backside spanked. Now it's a trip to 
the emergency room, followed by a 10-day dose of antibiotics and then mum calls the lawyer to sue the     
contractor for leaving a horribly vicious pile of gravel where it was such a threat. 
  
To top it off, not a single person I knew had ever been told that they were from a dysfunctional family. How 
could we possibly have known that? 
  
We never needed to get into group therapy and/or anger management classes.  We were obviously so duped 
by so many societal ills, that we didn't even notice that the entire country wasn't taking Prozac! 
  
How did we ever survive? 
 



aging gracelessly 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

SEASONAL SILLIES 

 This Kid was a fart for Halloween 

 

This Halloween costume is not only brilliant              
but also…”It’s a little bit funny…”  



FASCINATING FACTOIDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our family raised Aruacana chickens on our acreage for 
10 years. When my wife told a tradesman about the 
eggs he scoffed and said. “Lady. Them’s robins!” 



 

 

 

 

KID’S KOMEDY 

   



 

ANXIETY MEDICINE  
In these uncertain times it is easy to let your anxiety start to creep up . Perhaps while 
we are in various forms of lock-down, some images from our amazing world will help 
remind us that regardless of how things may look right now, we are indeed so lucky 
to be inhabiting this beautiful planet.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Aral Desert in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan used to be the Aral Sea, the fourth-largest body of water in the 
world. Overfishing and irrigation have now reduced the sea to a mere ten percent of its previous volume, but  its 
ships provide great shelters for camels.  

 Beautiful eyes     Incredible picture 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

FOR SALE BY OWNER.  
Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45 volumes. 
Excellent condition, £200 or best offer. No longer needed, 
got married, wife knows everything.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hmmm  

 

 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

                                                                                                                      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                      

 

      

 

   

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 
 

 

      

 

 MEANWHLE NOT IN CANADA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BRITISH HUMOUR IS DIFFERENT 

These are classified ads, which were actually placed in U.K. Newspapers: 
  FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER.   

8 years old, 
Hateful little bastard. 

Bites!  
 

FREE PUPPIES   
1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky neighbor's dog.  

 
FREE PUPPIES.  
Mother is a Kennel Club registered German Shepherd. 
Father is a Super Dog, able to leap tall fences in a single bound. 

 

 

 

ANIMAL INSTINCTS 

 

 

 



 SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A man spoke to each of his 3 sons when he sent them to college. "I feel it's my duty to pro-
vide you with the best possible education, and you do not owe me anything for that. Howev-
er, I want you to appreciate it. 

As a gesture of appreciation, please each put $1,000 into my coffin when I die." 

And so, it happened His sons became a doctor, a financial planner and a lawyer, each suc-
cessful financially. When their father died and they saw him in the coffin, they remembered 
his wish. 
First, the doctor stacked 10 crisp $100 bills onto the chest of the deceased. Next, the finan-
cial planner placed $1,000 there in 20 crisp $50 bills. 
Finally, it was the heartbroken lawyer's turn. 
He slowly reached into his pocket, removed his chequebook, wrote a cheque for $3,000, 
put it into his father's coffin, and took the $2,000 cash. 
 
The lawyer is now in Parliament, possibly in your riding.... 
 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

 

 

 

   SB 


