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I WAS JUST THINKING:  I'm supposed to respect my elders, but now 
it’s getting harder and harder for me to find one.  

EDITOR’S RANT:    
Is there such a thing as too much of a good thing? I 
think I just experienced an answer to that question on 
the golf course this week. Yesterday morning, my 
brother-in-law and I were playing nine holes on a 
course we play regularly. Five holes in, two 
groundskeepers came along to dress clip the greens 
(about an hour later than usual) They followed us on 
our approach, up to the fringe, staying about twenty 
feet behind us and leaving their machines running. 
They did the green after we finished and then           
followed to the next hole, maintaining a close distance 
directly behind us. As the process repeated itself once 
again, they were waiting as we teed off on the seventh 
hole. I turned to them and laughed, saying “HI guys. 
Great morning.  I feel like I’m being stalked by a      
couple of coyotes!” All the while, I smiled and was 
friendly. It turns out my “sensitivity radar “was not  



Rant contd. 

working. As we finished the nineth hole the grounds manager came storming 
up in a cart, jumped off and started screaming at me. How dare I speak to his 
crew let alone call then coyotes! As I stood on shock and then profusely      
apologized and said I was very sorry if they had mistaken my joke the tirade          
continued for several more minutes before he moved over to the other side of 
the green and proceeded to verbally attack my partner.  

I am not sharing this little anecdote without a purpose. As I drove home going 
over the experience in my mind the term “Hypersensitivity syndrome” crept  
into my mind. God knows there are a lot of wrongs that need to be made right 
in this world. I can think of dozens without hesitation. Black lives do matter.       
Residential Schools were just one of a myriad of wrongs that settlers used to 
beat the indigenous nations into submission. Global warming, sexuality,        
historical inaccuracies still being taught in schools, racism, religious intolerance 
and belief that politicians will lead us out of the wilderness, are just a few of 
the problems that need to be fixed in short order if we are to progress as a    
society and as a species.  However, if we look for every interaction as a            
potential threat, insult or aggression, we will never get to deal with any of the 
core issues facing our generation. We are wasting our precious time looking for 
ways to feel hurt or wronged.  

Why not look for ways to work 
together on the things that really 
matter and get over ourselves? 
 

. 

 

 

 

 



 

GYRO MEETINGS 

 

 

DISTRICT VIII CONVENTION: With the elimination of COVID restrictions , it is      
official  - the Calgary Club will proceed with the District VIII convention September 23 – 26th  at 
the Deerfoot Hotel and Casino.  Check the following message from Calgary’s Ken Baker with 
links to registration, business and social agendas: 
Plans are well under way to host the 2021 Gyro District VIII convention in Calgary from Thursday, September 
23rd to Sunday, September 26 with the expectation that Covid will not interfere with us sharing good times with 
our Gyro friends. 

This convention will be a little different from previous events.  Given the time of year, the golf tournament will 
take place on the 1st day (Thursday) starting at 11am rather than Friday morning.  On Friday we will take care 
of business and have the Governor’s Ball that evening.  Saturday will be dedicated to FUN. 

For registration forms, schedule of events, and hotel rates at the Deerfoot Inn and Casino, check out our web-
site calgarygyroclub.com OR go to district8.gyro.ws and click on EventsDistrictConventions which will lead 
you to the Calgary Club website. John Hollendonner, Convention Marketing Chair will be sending out more de-
tailed information as well in the next day or two.  

Hope to see you at Convention this year, 

Registration Committee 

Gyro Club of Calgary 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING The first official meeting of the new sea-
son will be on Wednesday, September 15th. The hoped for venue will be the GCCC. You, 
too, can be a General for a day! Come on out and command the floor at least once. .   

The rest of the schedule is still under development by the board.  

Curl o Rama  (NEW “WILSON” SPELLING) is tentatively scheduled to  
take place in Canmore  Friday, October 22nd through Sunday October 26th. 
The Calgary club is hosting. Time to make it a go is critical. They would like to 
have their head count by Monday, August 30th! 
Please contact Lloyd Wilson landlwilson@shaw.ca  immediately. You will have just 
received a from President Ted outlining the details in the past few days.  



 

BOCCE LAWN PARTY 
About 50 Gyro friends, including lont-time former Gyros,  Dan and Laurie O’Brian, gathered 
on the Kleebaum estate for an August 25th afternoon of Lawn Bocce and laughter, delicious 
lunch and just plain fun.  

32 registered to play. Eight teams of 2 ladies and 2 men competed for the Gyro Bocce Tro-
phy with each team guaranteed at least 2 games. The “A’ section winners going undefeated 
were Al Bleiken, Carol Delveaux, Terry Bajer and Lori O’Brien. The “B” section winners with 
1 loss were Bernie Kropp, Judi Ewanchuk, Nestor Slipchuk and Marion Phillips. All of the 
games played were competitive and in most cases were won by a couple of points. The 24 
degree temperatures contributed to an afternoon of great fun and camaraderie 

Big thanks go out to Garry and Carol Kleebaum not only for donating the venue for this 
event again but for the hard work on the dinner ( Beef on a bun au jus) fabulously cooked to 
perfection great dipping sauce and salad. Incredible deserts topped it al off. Thank You Gar-
ry and Carol and your team of volunteers! 

Of course no bocce tournament could happen without an organizer and that assignment 
was expertly handled by Lawrence Zalasky. Kudos to you, Lawrence.  

 

 

Eight teams of 2 ladies and 2 men competed for the Gyro Bocce Trophy with each team guar-
anteed at least 2 games. The “A’ section winners going undefeated were  (Centre, L->R)   
Lori O’Brien, Terry Bajer, Allan Bleiken and Carol Delveaux.  The “B” section winners with 1 
loss (Left, L->R) were Nestor Slipchuk and Marion Phillips Judi Stratichuk and Bernie Kropp. 

 



And now for something personal: 

 

 

 I am going to exercise my editorial prerogative and take on a proud Grandpa roll.  

As many of you know, grandson, Will Brisbin, who just turned sixteen, has been a local    
actor since he was seven. He startied as an urchin in Oliver at Festival Place then Tiny 
Tim in the Citadel’s Christmas Carol, to three Alberta movies, a couple of dozen plays, 
three TV series, and commercials. He has now had a very exciting time in the field of 
animation voice-overs in the lead roll for the Paramount “summer blockbuster” Paw 
Patrol the Movie, which opened in theatres around north America and beyond on August 
20th. He auditioned from his cel phone two years ago, was flown to Toronto on a short 
list and once he won the roll he had to sign a strict NDA which forbade him from letting 
anyone know (even his siblings) until January 2021. His co-stars include the likes of 
Jimmy Kimmel, Kim Kardashian, Iain Armitage (Young Sheldon series), Marsai Martin 
and several other Hollywood actors.  He has done a plethora or interviews on TV, radio 
and print in the past few weeks including local and national news as well as 
entertainment media. He made the National on CBC on August 21st. 

A lot has changed since fourteen year old Will did the movie. He has grown some, his 
voice has changed and he is starting grade eleven. But his love of theatre, be it 
performing, writing, producing or directing, is not diminishing. It grows every day. 

For us grandparents who were not paying attention to what our grandchildren were 
watching on TV, (I exposed my ignorance, congratulating him for getting a roll on Mutt 
Patrol), Paw Patrol has been a runaway kid favourite on TV since 2013. There are 
estimated to be tens of millions of fans of the series, including parents who got sanity 
breaks while their youngsters were glued to the set. The movie is a departure from the 
TV series formula and is re-done to provide a general family appeal with fun and laughs 
for everyone except the worst curmudgeon. But if you are at all curious about a local  
actor on an international stage, check it out at your local theatre.  

He bought his first car this week. 

 

 



aging gracelessly 

 

 

 



HEALTH AND WELFARE REPORT 

 

 
H&W Chair Don Greig, submitted his final report: Thanks, on behalf of the entire club for your 
diligent, sensitive reports over the past several years, Don 
 

 

P.S.  Thought I would pass a message on to you. In today's Edmonton Journal there is an obituary for   
Allen Ireland, a former member of our club. As the obituary says, Al was a great storyteller who always 
had one to tell at our meetings  

 

Don 
 

 

Bill Austin - Bill is continuing his immunotherapy treatments once every 4 weeks and at last report was not experi-
encing any side effects. He and Norma this past week travelled to Saskatoon to visit family. 

Terry Bajer - Terry had an adventure this year while at the cabin on Baptiste Lake. First he was stung by multiple 
wasps and then developed cellulitis, a bacterial infection on his knee. This bacteria infects the deeper layers of skin 
and has required many antibacterial injections. We hope that Terry is finally on the road to recovery.     

Bill Carter - I have not mentioned Bill in the last few bulletins. He is doing well and like Bill Austin is continuing im-
munotherapy treatments. Also Bill is attending a physiotherapy program which will help his mobility. It was great to 
see Bill this past Wednesday at outdoor bocce. 

Rikke Dootjes - Rikke for the last while has been dealing with Shingles; which some of us have experienced and 
know that it is very painful. He is pretty much recovered but was walking slowly and carefully at outdoor bocce. 

Jim Malott - Jim has been taking tests, etc. for a prostate problem. He has more tests scheduled in late Septem-
ber and once he has the results a decision will be made on how to proceed with Jim's health issue. 

Audrey Zmurchuk - There has not been much mobility improvement from Audrey's ongoing problem from her hip 
replacement. She has had an MRI and is waiting patiently for the results. On another issue, Audrey is scheduled to 
have elbow replacement surgery on September 7th. This was a result of a fall Audrey had in early spring which has 
never properly healed. Our best wishes to Audrey for a successful surgery as she undergoes this procedure. 

Our deepest sympathy to Carol Kleebaum at the recent passing of Carol's sister Gloria. To Carol, Gary and family 
our thoughts and prayers are with you at this very sad time. 



LINGUISTIC LUNACY   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

KID’S KOMEDY 

   



 

ANXIETY MEDICINE  
In these uncertain times it is easy to let your anxiety start to creep up . Perhaps while 
we are in various forms of lock-down, some images from our amazing world will help 
remind us that regardless of how things may look right now, we are indeed so lucky 
to be inhabiting this beautiful planet.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

These are extremely rare nacreous clouds, which form in the stratosphere. The uniform 
shape of the ice crystals contributes to the colourful iridescence 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hmmm ….  Your morning cuppa weird 
   

 

 

 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

                                                                                                                     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                      

 

     

 

   

 

 

 

  

 



IF YOU CAN’T QUITE RELATE TO SOME OF THESE, 
YOUR FATHER AND GRANDFATHER COULD: 

 

Lost Words From Our Childhood!     For us from the fifties for the others 
who missed out.             
Mergatroyd!  Do you remember that word?  Would you believe the spell-
checker did not recognize the word Mergatroyd?  
Heavens to Mergatroyd! 
  The other day a not so elderly (I say 75) lady said something to her son 
about driving a    Jalopy;  and he looked at her quizzically and said, 
"What the heck is a Jalopy?"  He had never heard of the word ja-
lopy!  She knew she was old ... But not that old.  Well, I hope you 
are   Hunky Dory   after you read this and chuckle. About a month ago, I 
illuminated some old expressions that have become obsolete because 
of the inexorable march of    technology.  
These phrases included:  Don't touch that dial, Carbon copy, You sound like 
a broken record, and Hung out to dry.  

Back in the olden days we had a lot of    moxie    .  We'd put on  our best 
bib and tucker ,  to  straighten up and fly right.  

Heavens to Betsy!  Gee whillikers!  Holy Moley!                
Jumping Jehoshaphat!     
  We were    in like Flynn    and      living the life of Riley   ; and even a regu-
lar guy couldn't accuse us of being a  knucklehead, a         nincompoop or 
a pill.   Not for all the tea in China!  Back in the olden days, life used to 
be  swell, but when's the last time anything was swell?  Swell has gone 
the way of beehives, pageboys and the D.A.; of spats, knickers, fedoras, poo-
dle skirts, saddle shoes, and pedal pushers. Oh, my aching back!   Kilroy was 
here,    but he isn't anymore.  We wake up from what surely has been just 
a short nap, and before we can say,    "Well, I'll be a monkey's uncle!" Or, 
"This is a fine kettle of fish!"          

        THOSE WERE THE DAYS   



THOSE WERE THE DAYS contd. 

   We discover that the words we grew upwith, the words that seemed om-
nipresent, as oxygen, have vanished with scarcely a notice from our 
tongues and our pens and our keyboards. Poof,  go the words of our 
youth, the words we've left behind.  We blink, and they're gone.  Where 
have all those great phrases gone? 

  Long gone:   Pshaw,    The milkman did it.    Hey!  It's your nickel.  Don't forget 
to pull the chain.  Knee high to a grasshopper   Well, Fiddlesticks!  Going like 
sixty.  I'll see you in the funny papers.   Don't take any wooden nickels.   Wake 
up and smell the roses. It turns out there are more of these lost words and 
expressions than Carter has liver pills. This can be disturbing 
stuff!   (Carter's Little Liver Pills are gone too!) Leaves us to wonder where 
Superman will find a phone booth..   
See ya later, alligator!  Okidoki.  You'll notice they left out  "Monkey Busi-
ness"!!! 

  WE ARE THE CHILDREN OF THE FABULOUS 50'S ... NO ONE WILL EVER 
HAVE THAT OPPORTUNITY AGAIN .. WE WERE GIVEN ONE OF OUR 
MOST PRECIOUS GIFTS:  LIVING IN THE PEACEFUL AND COMFORTA-
BLE TIMES, CREATED FOR US BY THE "GREATEST GENERATION!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Sock Hop   C 1948 



 

 
 

 

      

 

 MEANWHLE NOT IN CANADA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DELTA, EPSILON OMEGA AND BEYOND! 
I quit doing Covid pieces for while but the variants show no sign of 
abating, so….  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

DOORMATS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANIMAL INSTINCTS 

 

 



 SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 
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