
Biography of Larry Klaus

I was born in Big Valley, Alberta on Mar. 31, 1943, the only child of Ralph and Dorothy 
Klaus. We lived in Big Valley where they owned a Variety Store and farmed in the area.
In addition to building model airplanes, hunting and fishing with my Dad, 
my life revolved around baseball, hockey and track and field, which I 
played at a competitive level. In high school, along with my three 
teen-aged cousins, we formed a dance band called The Big Valley 
Hotshots.

After graduating from high school, I went to Edmonton at the age of 18, 
to work with the Alberta Dept. of Highways for one summer. I took an 
electronic course at NAIT and worked at CFRN TV as a technical operator; lighting, 
camera work and as a video operator.  After 1-1/2 years at CFRN, 
I secured employment with an Oilfield supply company in Edmonton.
During this time in Edmonton, I joined a rock band called the  CJCA 
Fairmonts, playing the saxophone, trumpet and clarinet.
With Mid-Continent Supply, I was transferred to Brooks and then to 
Estevan and Weyburn, as Manager of both Operations. During those 
five years I curled, taking our team to the Southern Sask playoffs.

I met the girl of my dreams, Kathy Lukowich in Estevan. She had just 
arrived in Estevan to work as a Social Worker; we met at the curling rink, curled our first 
mixed bonspiel together and the rest is history. We married in 1968, our son Jeffrey was 
born in 1970. I was transferred to 
Edmonton as Canadian Central Warehouse Manager and we purchased our first home 
in Sherwood Park. Kathy and I started a dance band, the Good Vibrations and played 
for private functions and weddings. 
In 1973 our second son, Daniel Klaus was born in Edmonton. 

I continued to work in the oil industry for various companies in sales and management 
positions. I joined a Compressor Manufacturing company 
in Edmonton and was eventually transferred to Melbourne, Australia to 
develop the market there. Our family moved to Melbourne and with the boys aged, 10 
and 13 years, we had a wonderful adventure. 

In 1983 we returned to Sherwood Park and started our own businesses; Kathy started a 
family day home business as well as Educo International Inc., a toy manufacturing busi-
ness. My business, Klaus Enterprises, was 
a manufacturing and service company, focussed on gas compressor 
components. We purchased Wheelies roller skating rink, operated both businesses and 
worked together out of the same building in Sherwood Park for over 30 years.

Both companies marketed and attended trade shows on the international stage. From 
regular oil shows in Houston, Galveston and Albuquerque, 



we also attended annual Toy shows in Toronto, New York, Nurnberg and Dubai. We 
travelled the world establishing distribution for both companies. 

We sustained our greatest tragedy in 1994 when we lost our son, Jeffrey 
in an automobile accident at the age of 24 years. Our faith as well as the 
support of family and friends comforted us. 
For over twenty years, we hosted the annual V-Rings and Spring-a-lings Golf Tourna-
ment to raise money in Jeffrey’s memory for scholarships for entrepreneurial students 
interested in business. The fund continues to award three scholarships a year to de-
serving students at Norquest College.

After 26 years, we sold Educo International in 2006 to an international toy company and 
after 30 years, Klaus Enterprises was sold to an international competitor in 2013.

We are continuing to enjoy our acreage, where we have lived for the past 44 years. We 
are long-time active members of the Catholic church 
community in Sherwood Park. Our son Daniel, Graeme and our 
grandchildren, Jackson and Isla live in New York and we are grateful for 
the technology that allows us to be part of their daily lives.

It’s been our pleasure to spend the past five winters, golfing in Puerto 
Vallarta and I consider it my second home.

I joined Gyro in 2008 and the activities and relationships formed there 
have been very enjoyable.


