
Bio of Lawrence Zalasky 

Delivered by a mid-wife to Mary and Mike on their farm near Myrnam, Alberta, 

Lawrence Zalasky, one of five children, entered the world on June 3, 1944.   

In 1948 we moved to Two Hills, Ab. The population was approximately 900. In 

1949 my dad, together with his brothers and brothers-in-law, constructed a 

building that doubled as a business and residential facility. Ahhhh, hot water, 

indoor toilets, and television. Joy!!!!  

Western Chemicals Ltd constructed a chemical plant in the early 50s which was a 

tremendous boost to the town. This resulted in new opportunities in both the 

commercial and residential sectors.  My mother opened a dry cleaning business 

and my dad became a Texaco bulk agent. Life as we knew it had changed.  

We were blocks away from schools, the curling rink, hockey arena, ball diamonds, 

theater and the downtown area.  

Although I played all seasonal sports, my love was for the game of baseball. I 

always played baseball up an age group with my brother until age 14. The Two 

Hills Eagles senior team played in a league with Cold Lake, St Paul and Viking, and 

were sponsored by Western Chemicals Ltd. I hung around the team, shagging fly 

balls, take batting practice, etc., and was probably a regular pain in the butt. 

Then, one day the coach gave me a uniform and the next day sent me out to play 

2nd base. I was aged 14. Later that year I became their regular short stop, a 

position I played until I graduated and left for the “Big City” of Edmonton.  

It was during a tournament in Two Hills on July 1st, 1962 that I met Marge who 6 

years later would become my wife. 

Upon graduation I moved to the “big city”.  For a year I worked in the warehouse 

at Mathew & Co a distributor of Stanfield’s products. My big break came when my 

brother-in-law had me interview at United Finance for a job in consumer finance. 

The first two years were spent in credit investigation and collections. Within a 

week of turning 21 I was promoted to branch manager, and then at age 24 to 

District Manager supervising 9 branches in Winnipeg, Saskatoon, Regina, Kelowna 

and Vancouver.  



Coincidentally, I married Marge in August of that same year. After 10 years and 11 

transfers and, tired of all the travel, I resigned. Together with a friend Ted, we 

opened a mortgage brokerage division for Weber Bros Realty in 1973.  In 1975 we 

started our own brokerage firm called Colonial Mortgage.  

In 1976 we were successful in procuring a Trust Company charter and while in the 

process of getting it operational were shocked to find that Teds cancer had 

returned. Sadly, three months later he passed away. The Trust Charter was 

subsequently sold to the Ghermezians who now operate as Peoples Trust, head 

officed in Vancouver.     

 In 1984, a site we had, was renovated into a convenience store and self serve gas 

station we called “Big Z Family Foods” and, was sold in 1993. I then worked at 

Edmonton Motors as a service writer for 10 years full time and 6 years part time 

upon returning from our winter holidays in Arizona. The last 10 years have been 

spent working part time for friends of the family in their ATM business.  

Marge and I have 3 lovely, talented married daughters who have given us 5 

grandsons and 5 granddaughters ages 27 to 12. Our oldest grandson has blessed 

us with 3 great granddaughters, Riven aged 5 and identical twins Lily and Maya.  

Over the 52 years of marriage, 50 years has been spent in Sherwood Park during 

which time Marge and I have been involved in the community as follows:  

-2004 Marge and I became members of the Gyro and Gyrette Clubs of Sherwood 

Park at the invitation of Keith Bradley.  

- 2010 Don Greig and I Chaired the District VIII Gyro Convention in Sherwood Park 

with the complete involvement and support of our members.  

-2013-2014 Served as President of our Sherwood Park Gyro Club.  

-1970-1992 As members of the Sherwood Park Elks and Order of the Royal Purple, 

we served in all executive positions of our respective clubs. We volunteered for 

and chaired numerous fundraising committees. My most satisfying contribution 

to a cause was when I volunteered to Chair the then “Flowers of Hope Campaign” 

fundraiser in support of the disabled. Tom Wilkinson was the Honorary Chairman. 

The Elks support for the Robin Hood School was extensive then and still is today. 



-1979 and 1980 served consecutive years as Convention Chairman for the annual 

Housing and Urban Development Association Provincial Convention at the Jasper 

Park Lodge. The Lodge for the 4 days (800-900 attendees) was exclusive to 

Association registrants with overflow (late registrants) staying in Jasper.  

-Coached Sherwood Park Rangers Rep Girls Soccer for 10 years…. 5 Provincial 

Championships. We lost the bronze medal game to Quebec at the Nationals. 

-Past President of Sherwood Park Ringette Association. The year I was President 

Sherwood Park hosted the Ringette National Championships. 

-Coached 1 team to Provincial Ringette Championship ending up 6th at the 

Nationals. Managed 2 teams that won Provincials and went to Nationals. 

-1991 Managed Team Alberta that won a Gold Medal at the Canada Winter 

Games in PEI in defeating Ontario 8-4. The process was a 4year commitment to 

identifying talent throughout the province that culminated in the Gold medal and 

a lifetime of memories and friendships. 

Marge and I have for the past 30 years enjoyed golf, holidays south, a few trips to 

Europe and watching our talented athletic grandchildren in a variety of sports.  

Marge and I have both been very lucky in our accumulation of wealth, wealth of 

friendships from our past and present endeavors in the community. My/our base 

in the last 16 years has expanded to include the Sherwood Park Gyro Club 

members, a group of like minded, thoughtful and caring men who share a 

common goal.   

                                     “Friendship and Brotherhood” 

 

  

 

  

    

 

     



      


