
My story starts way ,way back in 1937, born in God!s coun-
try ( P.A. Sask. ).  First lucky break was to be born in 
Canada !!!  I had a great childhood filled with sports, school 
and a loving family.  My first real job was one that Bill 
Austin also had the privilege of doing and that was shaking 
hides at the Burn!s packing plant.  Had to be the worst ex-
perience of my life but what a great incentive to do some-
thing different.  After high school I stayed out a year, with 
the plan of paying my way through university.  That summer 
I worked for Natural Resources in Uranium city  and then in 
the fall  signed on with a logging company operating out of 
a camp called Smoothstone Camp north of Big River, 
Sask.  After 4 months came back to P.A.  and caught on 

with the Sask. Smokejumpers fighting fires  in northern Sask.. ( stationed in Lac La 
Ronge )  Just for interest I had saved just over 3 k. From my one year sabbatical  which 
paid my tuitions of about 400 bucks per year and my room and board which was 55 dol-
lars per month and had money to spare.  Getting fed and living in bunkhouses allowed 
me to save just about all my wages ( 325 dollars per month ). In the fall I  went to U. of 
S and took Engineering.  Not being the sharpest tack in the box the Dean forbid me 
from playing any sports in order to bring up my marks.  That was heartbreaking since I 
had already been out with the Husky hockey team.  Anyway that move paid off and 
school improved. 
 
The next summer I went back to Smokejumping but unfortunatelly my Dad passed  
away so things became a little more complicated juggling school and helping at home.  I 
did manage to get my private pilots license in that summer but really never put it to any 
use.  Anyway school continued for a second term.   I didn!t think that jumping out of air-
planes into the bush, with fires to fight had a lot of longevity involved, so instead  I went 
to Uranium city and drove a gravel truck.  Back to school for 3 rd year then got a job in 
P.A. so I could be closer to home.  I graduated in the spring of 1960 in Mechanical En-
gineering.
 
From University I hired on with Trane Company which is a HVAC manufacturing Com-
pany.  They sent me to La Crosse Wisconsin for a 5 month training and indoctrination 
course ( 5 Canadians and 35 Americans in the class ) .  It was great getting paid and no 
tests to write.  I returned to Saskatoon and worked in sales for them.   I joined the 
Saskatoon Kinsmen club in 1962 and couple of years later experienced the most impor-
tant occasion of my life.  I met Lois  and after about 8 months we got hitched in the 
small united church on campus.  In 1966 Shana arrived to start our family and then Lisa 
joined in 1968.  I had lost interest In living on commissions so in 1969 I left Trane and 
we moved to Sherwood Park on Hummingbird Road .  I joined the Edmonton Public 
School board for 2 years as their Mechanical Engineer in new construction. I joined the 
Edmonton Kinsmen Club and later the Sherwood Park Kinsmen Club and am still a 
member of both.  I would be remiss if I didn!t mention our life long friendships made and 



enjoyed with the Hummingbird neighborhood including our members Bleiken!s and Kor-
ber!s.
 
In 1974 our daughter Kristine was born making our family complete with 3 wonderful 
girls and two sons in law.  The crew now includes 5 grandchildren with 4 of them at U. of 
A. expanding their wings and looking for a place to land.  We have the 5 th. grandson in 
Calgary and is a mere 2 ½ years old.  ( about the same age as Bradley!s Finn ) What a 
pleasure to watch him grow.
 
Jumping back a bit after my first 2 years in S.P. I decided to once again change course 
and  try business on my own so I registered Wil Mechanical Ltd. and searched for a 
partner who had field experience in the HVAC field.  Ed Kozuback  was a master 
plumber and joined me, then after a couple of years we brought in a 3 rd partner ( Wal-
ter Romaniuk ) who had great estimating skills.  The company grew from about 10 men 
to as high as 140 and did work in Sask., Vancouver  Island, but mostly in Edmonton and 
North.  During a down turn Ed left the company in 1982.  Contracting was a great chal-
lenge and rewarding but man did it have the uncertainty of failure.  So when in 1996 my 
partner Wally and I saw an opportunity to move out of the business into retirement we 
took it.  In 2000 I joined a fun group called Gyro. 
 
Sports has always played a large role in my life with hockey probably being my favourite 
having played as a kid with some good P.A. teams that won Provincials.  I really enjoyed 
the competition whether at organized level or on the outside rinks. I played old timers 
hockey for about 20 years with a group of ex university U. of S. and U. of A. buddies.  
( Nestor  Chomik and I played on the same team ). Skiing was probably the family 
favourite sport, skiing the hills at Jasper, Banff, Whitefish etc.. I am still playing lots of 
golf at Legends and Broadmoor and was a member of Belvedere for 38 years. Am still 
enjoying curling with a stick at GARC and hoping it returns next year.
 
Lois and I are so appreciative of the friends made through our Gyro Club.  It has been a 
wonderful ride so far however the road is getting a few more bumps.  Lets enjoy the fi-
nal leg together.  ( sorry for being so sentimental ).  Before closing I would like to thank 
all the past and present executive for all their hard work and also thank the current ex-
ecutive for doubling our curling subsidy for the Banff Gyro bonspiel in 2021  !!!!!
 
 
 
Lloyd


