
I was born in Ottawa on 8 Jan !42.
 
My mother was Eva Ethel Stewart (nee Clark). Her father was Oliv-
er Clark and he was related to the owners of Clark Dairy in Ottawa, 
Smith Falls and Pembroke. He worked for the dairy and for a time 
during the war, lived beside the Dairy on Bronson Avenue. I spent 
many days in the dairy watching them pasteurize milk, make butter 
and ice cream.
 

Nana Clark was born Ethel MacDougal. Her ancestors were the original settlers of La-
nark County, and on one side were United Empire Loyalists. Their original Homestead 
was a national historic site until the homestead burned down.
 
One of Mom!s relatives owned the National Model Dairy in Ottawa. It was the first dairy 
in Canada to have an automatic milking machine.
 
During the last part of the was my mother and I move to Hull and lived with another war 
bride and her daughter.
 
My dad was George Gordon Stewart. He was born in Scotland to William and Alice 
Stewart (nee Gordon). My grandfather was a medic during WWI and was gassed at 
Ypres. After the war, he emigrated to Canada. My Dad and Grandma Stewart came a 
year later when Dad was one year old. They settled in Kingston, Ontario where grandpa 
worked for a printer. Grandpa never owned a car. So he would walk to and from work. 
When he came home from work, I liked to examine his hands to see what colour ink 
they had been using that day.
 
Grandpa Stewart continued with the Saint John!s Ambulance and rose to the rank of 
Captain. He received an accommodation from Queen Elizabeth II for his work with 
them. He used to teach first aid to the first year med students at Queen!s University.
 
It was in Kingston that I first met my Dad when he came home from the war and I was 3 
years old. Dad attended the University of Toronto Extension in Ajax Ontario and studied 
Mechanical Engineering. But after completing only 2 years, Dad had to drop out be-
cause our family kept expanding. So he re-enlisted and was posted to Petawawa.. He 
was an instrument artificer in RCEME (he repaired watches and compasses).
 
So, I did Grades 1-4 in Petawawa. During Grade 5, Dad got posted to London, Ontario. 
So, we moved to Byron where I finished Grade 5 to 8. We played soccer and softball at 
school. After school, we played softball, hockey, swam, rode our bikes, played in Spring 
Bank Park. We skied at the nearby London Ski Club in the winter, rode our sleighs and 
toboggans.
 
I had a Globe and Mail paper route when we were in Petawawa and got a new bike for 
getting 25 new customers. I also got a bike for my sister as I got another 50. When we 



moved to Byron, someone already had the Globe and Mail paper route, so I had to wait 
until he went into Grade 9 before I could take it over.  We made our spending money 
picking berries and fruit in the springs and summers. When I got older, I would caddy at 
the London Hunt and Country Club
 
The next year, I went into Grade 9 at Sir Adam Beck in London (we would go by bus). I 
did Grades 9-12 at Sir Adam Beck. I did track and field, skied in the winter, played pond 
hockey except one year we actually had a hockey team that played midget hockey in an 
indoor rink in nearby Strathroy. I also got involved with cadets and joined the militia 
when I was 16.
 
With cadets, I went to summer camp in Ipperwash and the next year in Camp Borden. 
The I went back to Ipperwash as a Corporal Instructor.
 
After Grade 12, Dad got posted to Toronto and we lived in West Rouge. I did Grade 13 
in Pickering. After Grade 13, I went to Labrador to work for McNamara Construction. 
They were widening and improving the road from Mile 121 on the Quebec Northshore 
and Labrador Railroad to Hamilton Falls/Twin Falls. The next year they would build the 
power generating station there. The day I was leaving to go back to Toronto and go to U 
of T, I found out I was accepted into RMC (Royal Military College of Canada) in 
Kingston.
 
So, off I went to RMC where I got a B. Eng. (Chemical). Since I joined RCEME and their 
Corp School was in Kingston, I spent most of those 4 years in Kingston. I played intra-
mural football and hockey as I was not good enough to play on the rep team. I was on 
the rifle team. I also trained with the gymnastics team as I wanted to dive competitively 
and the coach wanted me to learn my dives on the trampoline.
 
After graduation, we had a Young Officer!s Tactical Course in Camp Borden, followed by 
the Subalterns EME Course in Kingston. After completing the courses I was posted to 1 
Field Workshop at Currie Barracks in Calgary. I got there just before Christmas !64. 
While in the army. I took an Amateur Ski Instructors Course. I used to ski patrol at 
Paskapoo (now the Olympic Village) and teach the Calgary Herald Ski School at Mount 
Norquay. I also learned to ride a horse and to break them.
 
When I got out of the Army in !67 after serving my compulsory 3 years, I spent the 
summer running Twin Bridges Riding Academy. In the fall, I went looking for a job and 
ended up with National Tank Company. They built Oil and Gas Process Equipment. 
Their Head Office was in Tulsa Oklahoma.
 
I was interested in politics and went to the Liberal nominating for Calgary Center. There 
I met Nick Taylor and ended up organizing for him in the !68 election. He lost narrowly to 
Doug Harkness.
 



The next year, I was sent to Tulsa to learn how to design the gas processing equipment 
that our company built. In the meantime, the company was sold to Combustion Engi-
neering and we became CE NATCO. I learned all bout designing heaters, glycol dehy-
drators, dry desiccant dehydrators, amine gas sweetening plants and even refrigeration 
plants.
 
When I returned to Calgary the following year, we began to do the design of all the 
equipment we would build in Canada instead of relying on Tulsa to do the design. For 
the next few years, we were busy all over Alberta. I had to start-up all the plants and 
process equipment that I designed. So I learned a lot. You learn a lot when you make a 
mistake and then you have to figure out how to fix it. And then avoid the same mistake 
on future projects.
 
During this time, I got involved with the North Calgary Jaycees. I served on the Board 
and was President, Past President and a Director on the Alberta Board.
 
I stayed involved in politics, organizing for Don Luzzi in Calgary Buffalo (this was the 
election Peter Lougheed first became Premier). I ran for Alderman in Ward 4 (and lost of 
course) and then became the Communications Chairman for Nick Taylor!s !72 Cam-
paign Team.
 
After 5 years with CE NATCO, I thought I knew most of what they could teach me. So I 
planned to quit after the election and start my own consulting company. When Trudeau 
delayed the election over the summer, we lost our poll organizer just before the election 
was called. So I quit my job and worked full time for the campaign doing both Commu-
nications and Poll Organizing.
 
Nick lost that election to Harvey Andre and it was not even close. Meanwhile, my boss 
at CE NATCO called me and arranged a meeting. Seems he had also quit and was 
starting his own company, ALCO Gas & Oil Production Equipment Ltd. And he wanted 
me to be his Chief Engineer. So, after the election, I had a new job.
 
At that time I was living with Brian and Bruce Lee (twins). Bruce was dating a nurse 
from KGH and she said she had a friend that would be perfect for me. So, she arranged 
a blind date with Norma Long, also a nurse at KGH. She had grown up on a farm west 
of Lacombe and Ponoka on the Lincoln Road. We hit it off immediately and eloped the 
next November, !73.
 
For a new company, we did extremely well. However, when Otto hired me, he promised 
me 10% of the company. He kept making excuses as to why that was not happening. 
After 2 years, I got tired of waiting and so I resigned and started Stewart Engineering in 
"74. My timing was terrible. A month later, the Federal Liberals brought in the $0.25 ex-
port tax on oil. And so, the Energy War began between Alberta and Ottawa. Many 
projects were cancelled and the work for a gas process consultant, was very slim.
 



After a year of barely covering expenses, Norma told me it was time to get a job as she 
was due in January "76. Fortunately, CE NATCO came after me and asked me to return 
as Chief Engineer. So, back I went in !75.
 
Norma and I bought a home on 20 acres south of Calgary on Gladys Ridge, near High 
River. We lived there for 3 years. I played Old Timers Hockey in Blackie and Norma got 
involved with the Blackie/Gladys Singers.
 
After 2 years back at CE NATCO, Otto came after me to return to ALCO. I was given a 
big raise, a bonus based on profit, and a promise to get 10% of the company for a price 
when the senior partner retired. So, back to ALCO in !77. After 2 years, we moved the 
Engineering Department to Edmonton to be located with the Shop (leaving only the 
Sales Department in Calgary).
 
We bought a house on 80 acres next to Elk Island Park. We lived there until 2002. Rais-
ing 3 daughters. The oldest, Robyn, enjoyed singing and was in a choral group at 
school. I got involved with the parent!s group and through them got involved in the Lob-
ster Dinner at Ardrossan. We would cook 400 lobsters, and raise funds through ticket 
sales and auctioning of donated goods and services. The money was used as seed 
money to convert the old gymnasium to a 250 seat theatre (with the help of the Strath-
cona School Board, Council, Alberta Government (and I think Federal Government). Af-
ter that was paid for, we continued with the dinner to raise funds to build a reception are 
so that the theater could be accessed direct from outside (again with the help of all lev-
els of government.
 
I was involved with the parent teacher advisory group. Once my eldest daughter 
reached high school, I helped organize the advisory group for Ardrossan Jr/Sr High 
School and ended up as chairman for several years. I also got involved with the parent 
group with SALTO as my daughter Sharla trained and competed with them.
 
I played Old Timers Hockey with Josephburg until !83. I also got involved raising pure-
bred cattle. First Polled Herefords and the Red Angus. We were up to 32 females and 
acquired another 160 acres in Lamont County.
 
In the late 80!s, ALCO decided to get involved internationally. In addition to running the 
Engineering Department, I became responsible for sales in SE Asia. As such, I made 
trips to Singapore, India, China, Indonesia. I also made trips to Argentina to help with 
the sales effort there.
 
Over the years, ALCO continued to expand and to do more and more business interna-
tionally. I went to Romania and sold them a Glycol Dehydration Unit for installation off-
shore. We sold a refrigeration plant to Argentina, and two refrigeration plants to Indone-
sia.
 



However, in !96, the owners of ALCO finally offered to sell me the 10% of shares. How-
ever, they were not voting shares, so had no tax advantage on dividend income. Plus, 
the owners would not allow me time to pay for the shares out of future profits. The 
banks would not finance non-voting shares. So, I could not become a shareholder.
 
At this time, I was asked to become a shareholder and manager of COMPACT, a small 
oil and gas process equipment company. Again, my timing was wrong as the oil patch 
hit another depression. After a year, they bought me out and I was on my own.
 
So, I started an International Oil & Gas Process Engineering Consulting Company. It 
took a few years, but I was able to teach course in several countries in gas processing; 
to get consulting jobs in several countries in addition to a very busy domestic consulting 
business.
 
When all our daughters moved away, we decided to sell the acreage and move into 
Sherwood Park. So we bought our Condo in Clarkdale Shores.
 
Back in the late "80!s I took up golf because all my brothers-in-law were golfers and 
liked to go golfing after lunch whenever we had a family gathering. I joined Belvedere as 
it was the closest private club to home. A few other members of Belvedere also bought 
in Clarkdale. My neighbor, Lloyd Wilson invited me to a gyro meeting and invited me to 
join. I knew so many members from Belvedere and enjoyed the new members I met, so 
I joined.
 
Business wise, I was offered a 5-year contract in Indonesia, designing and building Gas 
and Oil Processing Equipment and Process Plants. So off I went from !07 to !12. Not as 
busy as we had hoped due to the downturn in the world economy. When I got back in 
!12, the domestic oil industry was going nowhere. So I retired.
 
However, recent activity in LNG in SE Asia has prompted the principals that I worked 
with in Indonesia to ask me to assist them. So, who knows what the future may bring.
 
 I would be remiss if I did not mention our wonderful grandchildren. Our oldest daughter, 
Robyn, lives in NW Edmonton and has our youngest grand daughter, Azalea. She is in 
Grade One, loves all kinds of sports and likes to go to Shuswap in the summer.
 
Sharla, her husband Mark, Thomas and Erica live in the Terwilliger area of Edmonton. 
Both Sharla and Mark are working from home this year and both grand kids are learning 
on line to stay safe through these trying times. Normally, they are involved in a wide va-
riety of sports, love to ski and swim. They have a new puppy, Walter, that is a delightful 
addition to their household.
 
Delanie and Taeden live in St. John, NB. Usually they would come for a visit in the 
summer when we could visit all the family and spend some time at Shuswap. Did not 



happen this past summer due to Covid-19, but hopefully we will be able to see them this 
year
 
Thank God for Skype so that we can visit electronically when we cannot do so in person
 
Gordon Stewart Stewart


