
BIOGRAPHY – DIETER LINDNER
 

Dieter has been a member of Gyro since February 7th, 1979 and is another member who has a 
most unusual background.
 
Right in the middle of World War II, on March 18th, 1942, Dieter was born in Selicia, Germany 
(part of East Germany that became part of Poland).   Dieter!s Dad was conscripted into the Ger-
man military and was sent to the Russian Front.  It was not until 1950, through the efforts of the 
Red Cross, that the family found out that he had been a Prisoner of War and ultimately died in a 
Russian Prisoner of War camp in Siberia.   He had been buried in a grave along with two other 
Prisoners of War.
 
In 1945, Dieter, his mother, brother and sister became refugees and were moved to West Ger-
many where he stayed until he was 14.  He had completed Grade 8 and was about to become an 
apprentice bricklayer.   Having always been an excellent student, he came to a defining moment 
in his life.
 
His sister and her husband had immigrated to Winnipeg in 1952 and the opportunity came for 
Dieter to leave home and come to Winnipeg also.   At the age of 14, he climbed aboard the M S 
Columbus and sailed to Canada.   As the ship sailed away amid music and streamers, he won-
dered whether he would ever see his mother and brother again.   A moment in time when he can 
look back and say that he grew up that day.
 
Speaking no English, he arrived in Montreal, transferred to a train and arrived in Winnipeg in 
May 1956.  Within weeks, he was in an English Immersion summer class for six weeks where he 
progressed to a Grade 4 reading level.   In September he was enrolled in school at the Grade 6 
level and within weeks was moved up to Grade 8.   Being an excellent student and obtaining ex-
emplary grades, he progressed into High School in St. Vital while living with his sister and hus-
band.   It was time for a decision whether to go to University to become a Teacher or an 
Engineer.   Engineering won out and he earned his B.Sc. in Civil Engineering in 1966.   In the 
summer of his third year, he worked at a potash plant in Esterhazy, Saskatchewan.   Another 
defining moment was about to hit.
 
Carol, who was teaching in Fort QuAppelle, had a friend in Esterhazy and came to visit.   At the 
proverbial bush party/wiener roast, Dieter and Carol met.   Keeping in touch while apart, Dieter 
graduated and went to work for the Feds at the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration 
(PFRA) in Regina.  Carol followed, they became engaged and were married on July 27th, 1968.
 
Back to the University of Manitoba in 1969 to obtain his Master!s Degree in Water Resource De-
velopment, Dieter then went back to the PFRA in 1970.   In 1971 came a promotion to Ottawa 
with the Department of Environment.   Christine, their first child, who is now a Civil Engineer 
with Esso in Toronto, was born in 1972.
 



While on a family visit to Winnipeg for Christmas 1973, Dieter noticed an advertisement for an 
Engineer in Water Resource Development with Alberta Environment.  Making an application, he 
was not contacted until May 1974, after which they moved to good old Sherwood Park.
 
Rob, an Electrical Engineer with Trans Canada Pipelines, was born in 1974 and Kim who was 
just married in August was born in 1978.
 
After 14 years, he moved over to Public Works, primarily at first to work on the very controver-
sial Oldman Dam project.
 
Finally retirement came in 1997; however, he still continues to consult with a private Engineer-
ing Consulting firm.   Carol retired from teaching last year but continues to substitute teach on a 
schedule of her choosing.   After all, as all you grandparents know, Grandkids come first.   Son 
Rob and wife Kerri have two children, 2-1/2 years and 2 months.  So if you see Dieter and Carol 
heading south, you know they are going to Calgary to visit "the kids”.
 
Dieter is an avid hunter and will be getting the last couple of days in now.   He has been active 
with the Sherwood Park Ducks Unlimited and has chaired their annual Dinner & Auction the last 
couple of years.  You may also recall that Dieter has chaired our Quad Club Breakfast for several 
years.
 
They own a cabin at Brightsands Lake, northeast of Lloydminster, and 327 km from home.   It 
was a great place for the kids and family to grow up.  If you are looking for someone to work out 
with at Millennium Place, you can usually find Dieter and Carol there, as long as it is before 
10:00 a.m.
 
Thanks, Dieter, for sharing your story.  We!re glad you came to Canada!
 
 


