
My life started on the farm. My first 6 years of education were 
in a 1 room country school with 1 teacher and 12 grades and 
no plumbing. Outhouses were the norm for these 1 room 
schools. 

High school took me to Fort Saskatchewan. An 11 mile school 
bus ride every day. I have been called the Bruderheim pig 
farmer by some of my curling team and that was true. Farming 
teaches a lot from animal care to machinery care and a whole 

lot of common sense. 

My high school complete I was off to the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology in a 
program called Instrumentation Engineering Technology. A 2 year stint. 

My first employment as an instrument mechanic was with Texaco Canada at a refinery 
that does not exist today. 13 months later I left there for a job with Barton Instruments 
Ltd. Barton kept me entertained for about 18 months and it was time to try my hand at 
working in a business I had ownership in. 2 years in Drayton Valley and 3 years in my 
shop in Edmonton and it was time to step out on my own. I traded my shares in our 
company for the Edmonton branch gave it a new name (Berja Meter & Controls Ltd.)and 
the rest is history.

Berja survived and continues to survive even after I gave it to my 2 sons 2 years ago. I 
get to watch the activity from my little office above the shop.

Good old Fort High left me with the person I!ll always consider the love of my life. So 
much so we were married some 50 plus years ago. Brenda and I were blessed with 3 
children who have provided us with 6 Grandsons. All of them well in to their teenage 
years. They provide all the entertainment we can handle and watching them become 
the men they are is truly amazing. 

My time beside running my business, raising my kids and chasing after my wife has 
been spent in a variety of ways. I spent countless hours working on behalf of competi-
tive swimming in a variety of activities. Church boards, recreation board, Kinsmen and 
all kinds of Curling boards have consumed a lot of my time.

Sports always played a part in my life. Some I was better at than others and still say I 
would have won a lot more curling games if I would have had better sweepers! Golf, 
squash, waterskiing, snow skiing and of course curling occupied a lot of time.

Gyro for me has been a mainstay for almost 30 years. I have been a director, bulletin 
editor, president and Governor during my time with the Sherwood Park Gyro Club. 
Probably the highlight came when I was presented with the Award of Merit by the club. 

It has been a great ride and I am in no way ready to get off the train.



Bernie Kropp


