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I grew up in Westville, Nova Scotia a small coal mining & agriculture-based town and 
had approximately 3500 residents. As in all small towns growing up in the 50!s & 60!s 
there were always lots of kids to kick around with, if memory serves me right 26 kids 
spread among 5 families, (Mackenzie!s had 13 kids) we had a busy neighbourhood, 
playing baseball, football and hockey, golf came much later in life and is the only one I 
have managed to play reasonably well. Attended local schools and after grade 9 decid-
ed to go to the new Pictou County Regional Vocational High School, taking the trades 
route receiving CWB certification as a welder. I have an older brother still living 10 miles 
from where we grew up.

I had the wanderlust after finishing school. My first excursion was to move to Montreal in 
1967 experiencing Expo 67, working at Dominion Bridge and experiencing the nightlife 
of Montreal, exciting times. After Montreal, returned to Nova Scotia working various 
construction & welding jobs. In 1969 the wanderlust struck once again, driving a 1968 
Corvair travelling through the Northern US states with a good friend ending up in the 
Penticton, with $5.00 in our pockets. Our first order of business was to head into the first 
tavern for a couple of beers only .20 cents which suited our needs. We managed to se-
cure a job picking apricots for a couple of weeks making food money.  Pulled up stakes 
and headed to Kamloops where a pulp mill project was underway. We both landed jobs 
on the expansion as inspectors with Wright Shuhart & Harbour Associates on a pile dri-
ving crew. After 6 months I headed back to Nova Scotia, Bobby left several months ear-
lier as his father was not doing well.
 
My intention at this time, was to further my education I managed to get accepted as a 
mature student at St. Francis Xavier University. Fun year, but the ruling bodies at "X!#ad-
vised I should take a year off my studies after exam results, in hindsight perhaps I 
should have worked harder, once again back to the work force with Atlantic Oxygen.
 
In 1972 after dating a lass from Alberta and visiting her, I returned home quit my job and 
moved to Edmonton in 1973. Friends bet that I would be back again within the year, little 
did they know I would be still here 48 years later. My working career in Alberta started 
as a bartender at the MacDonald Hotel where I met my lovely bride. After searching out 
a more stable position in the welding & construction industry, working in the fields of 
marketing, business development and compliance management. The balance of my 
working life has been with 5 companies retiring from Kiewit Const. 

2014. John Williams introduced me to Gyro, strangely enough; I knew several of the 
members through my association with the Sherwood Park Kinsmen from years past. 
Jan and I have thoroughly enjoyed our time associated with our club and will continue 
for the foreseeable future.



 
Golfing became a passion and what I believe to be my biggest golfing accomplishment, 
first making the 2004 Alberta Senior Golf team finishing 2nd in my first attempt at playing 
in the Alberta Senior Championship at the Petroleum Club. The 2nd place finish was a bit 
of a disappointment after leading the tournament for 2 days scoring 2 under day one 
and even par day two leading by 6 strokes. Day three not so good shooting a 78, 6 over 
the last day loosing by 2, end-result made the golf team and played in the Canadian 
Senior Golf Championship, Brantford ON, we finished middle of the pack for the tour-
nament, an experience that will not be forgotten. As a foot note, leading up to the Alber-
ta Senior Championship, I won both the Men!s & Sr. Men!s championship at the Win-
dermere for 2004, good golfing year.
 


