
Hello Fellow Gyros:
 

As per Peter!s excellent suggestion and Bernie!s bravery in being 
the first, I am submitting my biography (actually autobiography) for 
your reading pleasure.
 
I am a native Albertan born December 27, 1951.  I spent my early 
years on the family farm near Andrew where I learned the values of 
hard work and responsibility.  This is also where I gained my pas-
sion for fast cars as my father owned a few.  My favorite was his 
1966 Chrysler New Yorker 4 door hardtop with bucket seats and 
console shift; which was pretty rare in a small farming community.
 

I went to school in Andrew from grades 1 to 12 where I learned how to get decent 
grades with the least amount of work.  My report cards had the permanent message 
"Not working to Capacity”.  I took part in various school sports and was in the Junior 
High marching band.  As a band we were pretty good and were even invited to play at 
various out of town events, including the Edson Rodeo.  I had some of the best teachers 
who I still greatly respect to this day.
 
I let home in the fall of 1969 to attend the University of Alberta in Edmonton and enrolled 
in the Faculty of Science pre-med program.   There I met Judi who would later become 
my wife, so we have been together for over 50 years although only married for 38.  My 
first summer job while at university was at the old Silverwood!s Dairy on 109 street (the 
one with the giant milk bottle).  This was the first job I got fired from; it might have some-
thing to do with the Safety Supervisor catching us racing the old milk trucks across the 
parking lot.  By chance this was also the best thing that happened as Student Place-
ment sent me to the Alberta Liquor Control Board (ALCB) to work at their head office for 
the remainder of the summer.  I worked for the ALCB in subsequent summer jobs and 
part time in a Liquor Store while going to school.
 
Upon graduation with my BSc, I decided that I really did not want to be a doctor.  Actual-
ly, I didn!t want to go to school for another 4 – 7 years so I immediately went to work for 
the ALCB full time.  This is where I gained my appreciation for fine wines and liquors.  
They trained me in wine tasting and I was added to their wine tasting panel where we 
tasted and evaluated every product offered for listing.  Imagine at 9:00 a.m. every morn-
ing tasting wines and spirits.  Sounds great doesn!t it, until you realize that for every 
good wine submitted there were about 10 that were not so good and some that were 
outright terrible.  The sacrifices we make.  My primary job at the ALCB was in the Data 
Processing Department where I progressed from a Programmer to Systems Analyst and 
to Team Lead.
 
After 7 years I left the ALCB and went into consulting.  I worked for some of the largest 
consulting firms in Canada in a variety of senior and management roles.  I managed 
major IT projects over the years including the Manpower / Payroll System for the City of 



Edmonton, the Minerals and Royalty Collection System for Alberta Energy, and Physi-
cians Claims Processing System for Alberta Health and Wellness.  The last 25 years of 
my career were spent at IBM Canada (and subsidiary) from which I retired in 2016.
 
In my private life I am married to Judi and we have one son.  He is a free spirit who has 
lived in Phoenix, in Thailand, in Bali and on the west coast.  I enjoy golfing (poorly) and 
used to enjoy skiing and other sports until my arthritic knees put a stop to those.  Scott 
Brisbin introduced me to Gyro in 2017 and I have enjoyed the camaraderie since. 
 
Regards,
 
Ted


