
It has been a lot of fun reading the biographies submitted by 
club members. Format is much different than the usual dry 
!achievement list” format. Here goes my try:
 
I am a native Albertan born in Yegreville, Alberta on Nov. 24th, 
1946.  Roots in Vegreville go back a long way. My father was 
also born in Vegreville in 1918. His parents were homesteaders 
who settled in the area (my grandmothers family arrived in 

1898).

World War II brought my parents together. My mother was from Montreal and met my 
father there in about 1943- dad was in the air force training as a radio technician. They 
married in Montreal and dad and his new bride left for Bella Bella British Columbia to 
protect Canada from invasion- working on air force radio -radar towers. After the war 
they settled in Yegreville where dad got a job working at the local Marshall Wells hard-
ware store. Mom told us it was a very hard transition to move from the big city to a small 
town with mud streets.

Their first stop was an apartment on main street where I lived for my first year or so. 
Dad got a lot through Veterans affairs on what became known as Diaper Avenue (a 
street mainly occupied by veterans and their young and fast-growing families) and built 
our first family home where our family -eventually growing to 5 (mom, dad, me, brother 
Barry and sister Linda) lived until 1962 when Mom and Dad built a new house where I 
spent my last few years in Vegreville.
In the early 50"s dad bought the hardware store and ran it until his death. He was a real 
leader in the community and served on town council for many years. He was also a 
Kinsman, an active member of the legion, a mason, and a leader in the Fish and Game 
community. My mother also was very active in the legion, the I.O.D.E, the Eastern Star 
the Canadian Cancer Society and was an avid curler.

I was into hockey, baseball, golf, and I even raised pigeons for a year or so in a coup I 
built in our backyard much to the chagrin of our neighbors. Supposedly they were racing 
homing pigeons but really, they were just birds I caught in local granaries, and aban-
doned buildings. It was a good lesson in life caring for the bids and watching them grow.
I met my wife Nora (the love of my life) in Junior High School (I was in grade 9 and she 
was in grade 8). Our mothers tell us we first meet in 1947 lying on the table at the local 
nurse"s office. Nora"s parents also were born and raised in Vegreville and her dad had a 
barber shop two doors down from my Dad"s hardware.
I started playing golf when I was in grade 7 or 8 and won my first Tournament event in 
1961 (17th flight in the Vegreville Men"s Open) – still have the trophy to prove it. Around 
that time, I developed a love for billiards and eight ball. My dad got me a pool table for 
Christmas (built by my uncle who was a carpenter) and that was my new game. The lo-
cal pool hall became my second home for most of my high school years in Veg. AS you 
had to be 16 to go into the pool hall and the owner of the local pool hall knew my age 
that was a bit of a problem as I didn"t turn 16 until half way through grade 11. The movie 



!The Hustler” made !Fast Eddie Felson“ my hero. I bought a 6 X 12 pool table from the 
pool hall when it closed down in about 1973 and still have it in our home today.

I left Vegreville in 1964 to attend the University of Alberta and graduated with an Arts 
degree in 1967 and a Law degree in 1970.  I was a member of the Lambda Chi Alpha 
Fraternity during my University years and still attend their annual Alumni Dinners. I 
worked in the summers first at Inland Cement as a laborer (promoted to !HEAD” gar-
dener after a few months) and then worked for Leo LeClair at the City of Edmonton In-
dustrial Development department for a couple of years when I was in Law school.

In the summer of 1965, two friends and I hitchhiked to California for an end of summer 
vacation with A memorable stop in Las Vegas for a couple of days – we arrived a night 
and the bright lights and big casinos blew me away- local police were not too happy with 
me though as 18-year olds were not welcome in Casinos. Repeated that trip again by 
rail, bus and hitchhiking in summer of 1967. That time one of the highlights was Our 
stay in Coeur d"Alene Idaho and our visit to the Rathskeller Inn- this bar in this small 
town had the second highest beer sales in the US that year according to an article I 
read (in Playboy- I read it for the articles). You had to be 19 to drink in Idaho at that time 
and it drew kids from Alberta, Washington, Montana, etc. where 21 was the norm. Wild 
place.

Nora followed to the U of A in 1965 and started teaching in Edmonton after 2 years in 
1967 (she kept at it in Summer school, etc. and a few years later received her B. Ed 
Degree).  We were married in 1968 and I was a kept man for my last 2 years of Law 
school- The $400 or so a month she made went a long way back then- although we did 
need my dad"s deer meat, moose meat and fish to survive.

I started work at what was the Miller, Miller, Witten, Pekarsky, Vogel and Pollock (now 
Witten LLP) in the fall of 1970 after Nora and I took a 2-month European vacation in the 
summer of 1970. We learned a lot about the world and continued a lifelong love of trav-
el.  Found the right place to hang my hat as I worked at Witten for about 43 years before 
retiring in 2013. Some of the highlights of my legal career:

1.     I started practicing about the time the first Alberta Condominium Property Act came 
into force and became the firms Condo expert.

2.     As my practice evolved into a commercial property practice, I represented a large 
Alberta Pension Fund Manager as well as a large Quebec Fund and was involved along 
with some of Canada"s top commercial lawyers in the purchase and sale of some of Al-
berta"s largest and most expensive downtown Highrise commercial properties. I also 
represented a few major lenders and other developers.

3.     I was appointed a Queens Council by the Government of Canada in 1992



4.     I was named one of the !Best Lawyers in Canada” in every edition of !the Best 
Lawyers in Canada” since its inception in 2006 and named Edmonton"s Best Real Es-
tate Lawyer in 2012 by the same organizationWe bought our first house in 1973. 
We chose Sherwood Park because we could afford a house with a fireplace at the jaw 
dropping Price of $31,900 (we were embarrassed to tell our parents how much we paid 
it was so high). We Raised our family of two boys (Dave and Ken) in Sherwood Park 
and feel very lucky to have chosen the place as our home.

Shortly after we moved here, I ran into my old Lambda Chi Alpha friend, Al Anderson 
who asked me if I was interested in joining Kinsmen. I joined in 1975 and today most of 
my closest friends evolved from that decision to join Kinsmen. I still belong to the K-40 
Club.

Next came Minor Hockey and Politics. I started as a novice division coach and contin-
ued coaching in every house league division for the next 1o years.

Along the way someone asked me to get involved with the board and I spend about 7 
years on the Board of Minor Hockey as House league Chairman and then President for 
3 years. I then moved to Hockey Alberta and served as a director for 8 years as well as 
a founding director of the Hockey Alberta Foundation. I was named Sportsman of the 
Year by SP Minor Hockey in 1994 and was given a Meritorious Award by Hockey Alber-
ta in 2002

My other big interest was politics- I think I got started in grade 7 when we had an elec-
tion to follow along with the provincial election of that year. Others took the Conserva-
tives and the Liberals so I took the Social Credit- I didn"t know they were the big party 
here and I won the election in a land slide. 

I was a member of the Federal PC Board first when Peter Elzinga was our MP starting 
sometime in the late 70"s or early 80"s. I also served as a member of both Peter"s Pro-
vincial PC board and that of Iris Evans.  I later came the President of the Federal PC 
board for a few years when Brian O"Kurly was our MP.  
In 1992 I received a Governor General"s Commemorative medal for the 125th Anniver-
sary of Confederation for significant contribution to community and Canada.

Other Activities:
1.      Founding Director of the Peter Elzinga Family Foundation
2.      Past President of the Broadmoor Senior Men"s Golf Club
 
I joined our Gyro Club in 2012.  Way back when it was Rikke Dootjes, a friend and client 
who asked me to join. I deferred because I felt I was too busy and said !maybe when I 
retire”. Old friends Bernie Kropp and Roger Delveaux took me up on that and brought 
me into to he fold. I felt at home quickly as I knew a lot of the members from Kinsmen, 
Golf or business. I am a proud past president of our group.



Hope to spend the next stage of my life enjoying our 2 granddaughters and playing golf 
in the sun.
 
Rick


