
I was born in a two storey brick farmhouse just outside of 
the Town of Grimsby Ontario. This was a temporary 
hospital as the hospital had burned down two weeks before 
| was born. We lived in a second floor apartment in a 
converted farmhouse, located in town with a steep single 
rise stairway for access. When I was five, a two storey 
house across the street became available for sale and my 
parents bought it. I remember pulling my wagon, loaded 
with all my toys, across the street to our new house. This is 
where I grew up together with my two younger brothers and 
my sister.

 
My first job was delivering the Toronto Star newspaper and the Star Weekly on 
Saturdays. I did this for 5 years until I got a job with the local Canadian Tire store, first in 
the garage changing tires and filling batteries, then stock boy in the store. When I turned 
16 I got my Commercial drivers licence and delivered freight for the local C.P. Express 
agent. With my truck driving experience I was able to get a full time summer job 
delivering lumber for Penn Building Centers and on Saturdays when school started. I 
continued this for three years until I moved to Toronto for school.
 
My father had died suddenly when I was 15 so if I wanted spending money these jobs 
were mandatory. I was the oldest with my siblings being 11, 7 and 3. There was no CPP 
benefits in those days and my mother had to find work. She was fortunate to get night 
work at the local hospital and be with the kids during the day.
 
Throughout  High School I was still able to play hockey, and basketball and baseball in 
my spare time, sports I still enjoy.
 
I graduated with my grade 13 diploma from Grimsby and District High School. I enrolled 
in business administration at Ryerson Polytechnical Institute in Toronto in September of 
1968 with the money I had saved from my jobs. In the summers I continued delivering 
lumber.
 
I dropped out of Ryerson in my second year and got a job with Niagara Finance, a small 
loans company, as a collector and loans approval officer. Apparently I was a good 
collector and got transferred to every branch they had in Toronto, as a collector
 

I got married in May 1970 to my high school girlfriend Dianne Swain and we moved into 
an apartment in Burlington Ontario. She commuted to Grimsby to work at the High 
School and I commuted to Toronto. I was approached, through a staffing agency, to 
switch jobs to Traders Homeplan Ltd., part of the Traders Group of loan companies and 
transfer to London Ontario as assistant branch manager. I took the job in October 1971 
for $450 per month and they pay for the move. While with Traders I took Appraisal 
Institute of Canada and University courses at the |University of Western Ontario to 
become a real estate appraiser.



 

 
 

 I accepted a job as a real estate appraiser with Ford Grey Simmons real estate 
appraisers and consultants in London. We covered the entire southwester portion of 
Ontario from Windsor to Hamilton and north to Lake Huron and south to Lake Erie. In 
1977 I was offered a job with The Mortgage Insurance Company of Canada, MICC, as 
an appraiser and marketing agent for the properties acquired under the insurance 
settlements with the various lenders. They transferred me to Edmonton, when the real 
estate market collapsed in 1982, as a marketing and disposal specialist. My area 
included Alberta from Red Deer north and Saskatchewan and Manitoba on a consulting 
and training basis. 
 

MICC closed their Edmonton office and I got a job as a Real Estate Consultant with 
Public Works Canada in 1991. My area included Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and 
the Northwest Territories and Nunavut, when it was created. I retired in 2016.
 

In 1974 my daughter Sarah was born and in 1977 my son Don was born. Between them 
I have a granddaughter, a step granddaughter and great grandson. 
 
In 2000 I got divorced and in 2001 I was fortunate to meet a nice widow, my current 
partner Gayla Peterson, and we have been happily together ever since. On Gayla's side 
we have three grown children, two grown granddaughters and a grown grandson and a 
great grandson.
 
 

While in London, I joined the Kinsmen Club of London and was President in 1981 and 
oversaw the 50th Anniversary celebration committee. I was a Director for the London 
and District Association for the Mentally Retarded for 3 years. I was the candidate 
representative on the executive for the Ontario Branch of the Appraisal Institute of 
Canada and developed a paper relating to proposed licencing of appraisers by the 
Province of Ontario. Upon moving to Edmonton I joined the Kinsmen Club of London. 
As their representative I Chaired the Kinsmen Park Management committee for three 
years. Sponsored by Gary Jones I was introduced to GYRO and joined in 2019. 

Bruce Copeland


