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I WAS JUST THINKING: I could be a morning person if my 

coffee maker brewed wine. 

EDITOR’S RANT:    

The year we would all like to forget is about to go into the 

memory books. For far too many, it has been a year of tragedy – 

lost loved ones, loss of health, lost jobs, loss of financial security, 

loss of close contact with family and friends. It would be great if 

we could sweep all those losses out with the year and start 2021 

with a clean slate. But we don’t even have strong assurances 

that this coming year won’t be as bad or worse. We grasp at any 

straw that can give us hope, whether the straws are based on 

truth of wishful thinking. The longed-for vaccines are rolling out 

this month – faster than anyone imagined was possible, but only 

48% of Canadians are currently prepared to get the poke(s). This 

does not mean that 52% are committed “antivaccors”. Most of 

that percentage are sitting on the fence for various reasons, un-

willing to commit at this time. There are too many legitimate 

questions for which, to date, there are no answers. Only time will 

provide those answers. The vaccines currently available seem to 

be reasonably safe in the short term with the exception of a few 

allergic reactions, but what about over a long time? Are there 

negative side effects that won’t show themselves for months or 

even years? What is the duration of effectiveness? Even in the 

short term, do these vaccines make the receiver truly immune or 

just less likely to get in serious trouble if they contract the virus? 

Can the receiver still pass the virus along to others? These ques-



Rant contd. 

 

Can the receiver still pass the virus along to others? These questions and so may more 

have yet to be answered. Whether you are in the initial 48%  depends at least on your    

personality and past experiences. The ultimate number has to reach and exceed 70% in   

order to gain herd immunity in a reasonable time frame. Doing some quick math, it appears 

that unless there is a dramatic scale-up of the rate people can receive their shots the first 

recipients may be needing a booster shot and circle will never be able to close.  

The pandemic has delivered a few positives my way. It helped me to make the decision to 

retire when I did. I am just beginning to get the hang of it and it feels better than I thought it 

would. I like to think how much better it will be when we aren’t virtually house bound.  

 The mountains of “stuff” that accumulates when one spends most of their time in the office. 

Organizing that stuff takes time but can be fun if you let it. I have been purging files, some 

long forgotten. One of the discoveries I have made came with files of hand-written letters 

and planned practice strategies from the past sixty years. The long ago strategies are no 

longer relevant, of course, but I was astonished to see that back in the day my penmanship 

was actually easily readable. It has deteriorated over the years to typical doctor style and 

even I can’t read much of it anymore. The pharmacists are the only ones who can.   

In the mean time we had our first Zoom Christmas celebrations with our family. How fortu-

nate that the pandemic didn’t hit several years ago. We would not have had the electronic 

communication possibilities we are blessed with now.  

 Here’s hoping that 2021 provides the beginning of the start of turning the corner toward the 

light at the end of the long tunnel leading to an eventual new “normal. 
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AGING GYROS 
 

January 2021 

It appears that there are none in our midst that claimed the 

New Years Baby title lo those many years ago. The shy       

contenders were: Don Greig (5th); Augie Annicchiarico(8th); 

Gord Stewart (8th); Bruce Schelske (13th). You obviously 

were born leaders and again this year lead the herd into the 

coming unknown. After you, gentlemen.  
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    Upcoming  Meetings: 

 

 

 

 

 

The District Convention scheduled for June 2021 will be the top item up for discussion 

and decision at a meeting in Calgary in mid-January. It is expected that some news of      

if/when it will take place hangs on predictions as to whether the pandemic is likely to be 

fully under control by then.  

The International Convention, scheduled for August 4th to 8th in Winnipeg, is expected 

take place then and there..  

Our second Zoom meeting took place on December 9th.Thirty participated including      

district VIII Governor Derm Jackman. Sid Slade swore in the new executive: President Ted 

Ewanchuk; Past President Al Bleiken; four directors—Bernie Kropp, Bruce Copeland, Art 

Merrick, and Ian Bannatyne; treasurer Erik Braun; Secretary Ray Davis.  

New member, George Huybregts was also welcomed into the club.  

The meeting was then turned over to our guest speaker, our own Allan Bleiken. Al gave an 

extremely well researched talk on the topic of the year– the Covid19 pandemic. By the 

time he was finished and the extended subsequent Q&A drew to a close we were much 

more capable of sifting through the actual facts and the hype and myths that assault us 

every day. A huge “thank you” goes from all of us to Al for a great and informative evening.  

Before the meeting adjourned, Ray Davis noted that another of our members, the           

gentleman who had educated us all on the pandemic earlier in the evening, had turned 

eighty years old this month. He suggested that since there were an increasing number of 

us that were approaching or beyond that landmark we might consider what the Kinsmen 

have done for eons with their K-40’s…. establish a G-80’s sub-group. These elders would 

still have to pay dues, etc. but be regarded as “Centenarians In Training” and treated with 

the respect that old farts deserve.  



HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

 

H&W  reporter Don Greig sent me the following report on December 17th. He ad-

vised me that he is not aware of any changes as of today.: 

Bruce Copeland and Gayla - Both Bruce and Gayla are in quarantine for Covid and ac-
cording to Bruce they are doing pretty good; a few muscle aches, bouts of coughing 

and feeling tired. Other than that they are hanging in there under these trying times. 

 

Carol Lesniak - Ken and Carol are both doing well under the circumstances we are now 
living in. Carol, of course, is on her chemotherapy program and will be for the future. There 
family lives in Calgary so it will be just the two for Christmas. 

 

Judy Taylor - Judy is going through a difficult time with increased pain early in the morn-
ings. Hopefully stronger pain medications will be prescribed by the doctor. Art is doing as 
well as can be expected under their very trying circumstance. 

 

Dawn Williams - Nothing new to report from the last bulletin. Dawn is still in hospital and 
will be for the next while until she is moved to a long term care facility. John is coping as 
well as can be expected with only minimal visits authorized by the hospital; 3 days a week 
1 hour each visit.   

 

Audrey Zmurchuk - I have been negligent in not following up with Audrey. Over 2 years 
ago, Audrey had hip replacement surgery. Since then she has had major problems walking 
mostly with a walker. After many doctor visits an MRI was finally done and it was discov-
ered that a muscle has torn away from the bone. Audrey is now scheduled for surgery but 
unfortunately with Covid this could be six months or more. 

 

In making some phone calls this week, I learned that Bill and Norma Austin's furnace gave 
up the ghost on Thursday the 10th. They have other means to supply heat and hopefully 
today (the 17th), parts will be in from other areas of western Canada and they will have 
heat from their furnace. 



Just in time for planning your Pandemic New Year….  

PROFESSIONAL GROWTH COURSES  (Part One) 

1100      Creative Suffering          

1101      Overcoming Peace of Mind 

1102      You and Your Birthmark 

1104      The Primal Shrug 

1105       Ego Gratification Violence 

1106       Molding Your Child’s Behavious through Guilt and Fear 

1107       Dealing with Post-Realization 

1108       Whine Your Way to Alienation 

1109       How to Overcome Self Doubt Thrugh Pretense and Ostentation 

300-1      “I Made $100 in Real Estate” 

300-2      Money Can Make You Rich 

300-3      Packaging and Selling Your Child 

300-4      Career Opportunities in El Salvador 

300-5      How to Profit From Your Own Body 

300-6      The Underachiever’s Guide to Very Small Business Opportunities 

300-7      Tax Shelters for the Indigent 

300-8      Looter’s Guide to American Cities 

300-9      How You Can Convwert Your Room Into a Garage 

EC-5       Burglar-proof Your Home With Concrete 

E412       Draw Your Own Vasectomy Scar 

E-414      Guilt Without Sex 

                    PROFESSIONAL HGROWTH COURSES ENROLLMENT FORM 

Name _________________________   Job Title ____________________________ 

Address _______________________    Phone Number _______________________ 

 

 

If you can’t fill your schedule from this list, Part Two will appear in the next bulletin) 



THOSE WERE THE DAYS 

 

 



‘TIS THE SEASON 
 

 



 

ANXIETY MEDICINE  

In these uncertain times it is easy to let your anxiety start to creep up . Perhaps while 

we are in various forms of lock-down, some images from our amazing world will help 

remind us that regardless of how things may look right now, we are indeed so lucky 

to be inhabiting this beautiful planet.  

https://www.google.ca/search?q=cribbage+clipart&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=TD7qUrVlyqXYrM%253A%252CW5gq9jf3czc0rM%252C_&usg=AI4_-kR7-aPopnZ8gK4wUN-HI411v7MuGA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiGxbaZ78reAhWyMn0KHepWAXoQ9QEwBHoECAAQDA


Hmmm..  

   

Cleverly disguised as an Uber Cab, Martha and Jim made 

themselves comfortable in the vehicle, instructing the 

driver to take them to Louie's Bar & Grill....They never 

arrived. 

 After little Susie turned around & looked behind her, she never spoke again. 

I tried giving blood today. Never again. Too many stupid questions. 

Whose is this? Where did you get it? Why is it in a bucket? 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 
 

 

A couple were in a busy shopping center just before Christmas. The wife suddenly noticed that her husband 

was missing and as they had a lot to do, so she called him on the mobile. 

The wife said " Where are you, you know we have lots to do." 

He said "You remember the jewelers we went into about 10 years ago, and you fell in love with that diamond 

necklace? I could not afford it at the time and I said that one day I would get it for you?" 

Little tears started to flow down her cheek and she got all 

choked up… 

"Yes, I do remember that shop." she replied. 

"Well I am in the gun shop next door to that."  

 

 

 



‘TIS THE COVID SEASON 

 

“You there, boy, what day is it?” says man who hasn’t been outside since March 



      

MEDICAL MOMENTS 

       

 

I joined a health club last year,       

spent about 400 bucks. 

Haven't lost a pound. 

Apparently you have to go there.   

 

Every time I start thinking too 

much 

about how I look, 

I just find a Happy Hour 

and by the time I leave, 

I look just fine.  



 

              COVID COMEDY 

 

        

MERGERS FOR 2020 
 

For all of you with any money left, be aware of the next expected mergers so that you can get in 

on the ground floor and make some BIG bucks. Watch for these consolidations in 2020 

 

1. Hale Business Systems, Mary Kay Cosmetics, Fuller Brush Company and W. R. Grace Co. will 

merge and become: Hale, Mary, Fuller, Grace. 

2. Polygram Records, Warner Bros. and Zesta Crackers join forces and become: Poly, Warner 

Cracker. 

3. 3M will merge with Goodyear and become: MMMGood. 

4. Zippo Manufacturing, Audi Motors, Dofasco and Dakota Mining will merge and become: Zi-

pAudiDoDa. 

5 FedEx is expected to join its competitor, UPS, and become: FedUP. 

6 Fairchild Electronics and Honeywell Computers will become: Fairwell Honeychild. 

7. Grey Poupon and Docker Pants are expected to become: PouponPants. 

8. Knotts Berry Farm and the National Organization of Women will become: Knott NOW! 

And finally.... 

9. Victoria's Secret and Smith & Wesson will merge under the new name:     TittyTittyBangBang 



SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 
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 MEANWHLE NOT IN CANADA  



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

         

  

   

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   A woman, cranky because her husband was late coming home again from golf 

left him a note, saying, "I've had enough and I've left you.  Don't bother coming 

after me." 

Then she hid under the bed to see his reaction. After a short while, the husband 

comes home and she hears him in the kitchen before he comes into the bedroom. 

She could see him walk towards the dresser and pick up the note. After a few 

minutes, he wrote something on it before picking up the phone and calling someone. 

  

"She's finally gone.  Yeah I know, it is about time.  I'm coming to see you.  Put 

on that sexy French nightie.  I love you.  Can't wait to see you.  We'll do all the 

naughty things you like."  He hung up, grabbed his keys, and left. 

  

She heard the car drive off as she came out from under the bed, seething with 

rage and with tears in her eyes.  She grabbed the note to see what he wrote.... 

  

"I can see your feet...We're out of bread; be back in five minutes."   

 

The longer this goes on, the harder it will be to return to a society where pants and 
bras are required.  

                                                    ****** 



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

   

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 
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