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I WAS JUST THINKING:  Does anyone know how long toilet paper 

lasts if you freeze it? 

EDITOR’S RANT:    

 I graduated 55 years ago this month. We had a ceremony and 

everything. Who would have guessed that this year’s class 

wouldn’t be able to do that.  

Spoiler alert: You may want to skip this rant to avoid eye strain. 

This ten-week lockdown has not been all bad for me. It has given 

me time to catch up on some long-postponed projects and even 

some that had pretty well been abandoned. But it also gave me a 

bit of insight into what retirement might be like. It wasn’t as 

numbing, bad or boring as I had imagined. One of my projects 

became exploring the pros and cons, the short and long term 

emotional/financial implications and whether Calli and our dog, 

Jak, could stand having me around more. I spent time working out 

every possible scenario. I lost significant sleep, unable to turn off 

the questions that kept running through my head. I have always 

loved my profession and serving my patients despite the 

frustrating roadblocks that government and bureaucracy constantly 

have thrown in my path. It’s true that the current government 

seems intent on declaring war on the health care professions but I 

had determined to persist until I was 80, which won’t happen until 

next spring – a frivolous goal, but one I had kicked around for 

several years. The other whimsy on my career wish-list was to 

make it to 2020, solely because of being in the eye care field. I had 

not allowed either “goal” to really influence my decisions. I have 

been truly blessed.  



RANT cont’d. 

 

I have continued to serve patients, including my first receptionist, who, along with their 

children and grandchildren have seen me for their eye care most of their lives. The staff is 

regularly amused when competitive arguments erupt between my patients while sitting in 

the reception room, announcing how many years they have been coming to see me. “ I’ve 

been seeing Dr. Brisbin  for 35 years” “That’s nothing. I’ve seen him since 1967!”.  “Please 

don’t tell me you are going to retire!” has been a plea I  have heard with ever-increasing 

frequency for many years, My response has always been, “If one really enjoys what they 

are doing, why would they quit and look for something else that might match it?”.  I meant 

every word of it. I have always pitied those who counted the sleeps until they could say, 

“Take this job and shove it”.  What a horrible way to spend the majority of one’s waking 

hours for all those decades.  

After pounding away on the keyboard, scribbling notes and numbers on innumerable 

sheets of paper and searching my soul I have decided to pull the plug. Some use the term 

“pull the trigger” but that has a negative connotation and I had to be able to reach a positive 

conclusion to my decision process. The pros had to significantly out-way the cons. This 

week the die was cast. On March 12, 2020 I had seen my last patient.  

The demands of practice extend far beyond the hours spent seeing patients. I am confident 

that I can fill my new found hours doing some writing, spending more time with friends and 

family, and even longer months at our lake in Quebec. Many of my fellow Gyros have been 

retired for a while and share some of the free time they have in common. I look forward to 

finally being able to do some of that. When/if the self isolation lives we have been living 

fade into a memory  and the “new normal” isn’t totally different to what we have held dear 

for so many decides, I look forward to eventually being able to expand my social bubble to 

include many Gyros who I have only seen about 20 times a year.   

This rant does not fall into the “humour” category but it does make me smile as I write it, 

secure that my decision is the right one at the right time. 

 

 

 

 

 

I wonder if Walmart is still hiring greeters…..  
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LAST, NEXT AND PREDICTABLE MEETINGS: 
The following are reports following the Gyrette mini-gatherings co-ordinated by Cora     
Dootjes and held on May 12th: 

 

 

Carol Kleebaum’s guests were Dawn      
Williams, Lois Wilson, Carol Lindner 
and Andrea Braun.  We had a great 
visit,      covering many topics while 
wearing our matching masks.  The 
consensus was “we should do this 
again”.  Thanks to John for the photo. 

 

Comment from John Williams on the photo 
he took: 

"Looking like Halloween treat or tricks!" 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Hi Cora,  Just wanted to let you know that we had a very nice visit with each other in my living 

room this afternoon.  Unfortunately, I forgot to take a picture...thought of it right after Judy and 

Nora left.  They both came with blankets prepared to sIt outside but were both good to sit in 

the house.  Carol called and said she preferred to wait for warmer weather and I certainly un-

derstand her feelings...as we all know, her immune system is very low.  I did not hear from 

Kay but Nora said she thought it was too cold.  The three of us all agreed that we would like 

to do this again once the weather improves and we can be outside.  Again, thanks so much 

for organizing this enjoyable afternoon. 

Virtual hug, 

 

Eleanor  

 

                                                                                                                   Contd. 



GYRETTE NEWS contd. 

Cora’s guests were Sharon Slade, 
Norma Austin and Marion Phillips. 

Brenda Kropp was unable to attend. 

We did sit outside and had a lovely 

visit, the sun was out some of the time 

and Rikke had set up the outdoor 

heater, to keep us warm. I am willing 

to set this up again, however will pick 

a time when some of the working      

ladies can attend as well. 

 

Cora  

Here are the H&W News according to our intrepid reporter, Don Greig: 

 

Keith Bradley had kidney stones blasted in early May and all is back to normal. I think 
that is probably the closest Keith has come to being stoned in a great many years. 
 
A not so humorous news item about Brenda Kropp. She fell in the garage and broke her 
humerus, the long bone from the shoulder to the elbow—nothing to laugh at at all. Shortly 
afterward she was experiencing discomfort and swelling, went for x-rays and they discov-
ered another break in the same bone. This Thursday (May 28th) she sees an orthopedic 
surgeon to decide the next course of action. Needless to say Brenda is in quite a bit of 
pain and not able to do much of anything. We wish Brenda well in this long road to recov-
ery. 
 
Bill Carter was scheduled to start his immunotherapy treatments starting on May 19th. 
The doctors discovered that his tumour did not grow as much as expected so he has 
been given a reprieve of 3 months to start these treatments. 
 
Jeanne Carter has finished her radiation treatments and is now resting comfortably at 
home with Bill and the family close by. 

HEALTH AND WELFARE: 



 

 

 

   

ANXIETY MEDICINE  

In these uncertain times it is easy to let your anxiety start to creep up . Perhaps while 

we are in various forms of lock-down, some images from our amazing world will help 

remind us that regardless of how things may look right now, we are indeed so lucky 

to be inhabiting this beautiful planet.  
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   THOSE WERE THE DAYS 

 

    



 

Oh my !! 

 

 
                      Dumpster diving 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 
 

     

 

 



Hmmm..  

 

  



      

MEDICAL MOMENTS 

       



 

             COVID COMEDY 

 

 

This is stupid.     I just tried to make my own hand sanitizer and it came out as a rum & coke.  



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

                                                                                                                      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     Skull of a Canadian mosquito 
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MEANWHLE NOT IN CANADA 



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

        

 

 

 

 



          COVID COUNT-DOWN       WEEK 9 

   

 

If you get an email with the subject "Knock Knock", don't open it. 
 

It's a Jehovah Witness working from home.  



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

        

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS  

(The biproducts of family self-isolation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 

 

 

IF WE WERE ON A SINKING SHIP AND 

THERE WAS ONLY ONE LIFE VEST…….. 

 

   ….I WOULD MISS YOU SO MUCH. 
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