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I WAS JUST THINKING:  Happiness is a warm puppy with an empty 
bladder. . 

EDITOR’S RANT: (family critters part 2)    
 

  

I have had a dog in my life ever since I was an infant way back at 
the dawn of time, that is, until 5 years ago when we left our 
acreage after 40 years of rural life and moved into town. For 25 of 
those years we shared our home with two quirky but lovely 
Bouviers, “Bear” and Bear Too”. Bear lived 14 years, well beyond 
the average life of a dog that big.  Bear Too was with us for the 
next 11 years but his health began to falter and we said goodbye 
at the vets the day the movers took all of our belongings to the 
townhouse we had purchased in Sherwood Park. Four decades of 
acreage life had spoiled 
us. We discovered that 
townhouse life just wasn’t 
for us and so we moved 
into a house that was as 
close to being an acreage 
as one could find in the 
city, with lots of space, a 
huge fenced yard and 
quiet.  

I have missed the doggy breath, the welcomes at the door and the 
contented sighs as we watch TV together. Someone even  gave 
me a stuffed yellow lab which has long had a place on the couch.  



RANT contd. 
Now and then I would catch myself absent mindedly scritching 
behind his ear as I watched Hockey Night in Canada..  

But all that has changed. As of December 23rd, Jak, a 5 year-
old miniature Golden Doodle (Golden Retriever and Poodle 
mix) entered our lives and hearts. He is the perfect canine 
companion for us. He is not a puppy – our furniture, clothes 
and other possessions are grateful for that. He is fully trained 
– better than we could/would have done ourselves. He doesn’t 
play fetch. That can get tiresome with some retrievers. We 
smile and laugh with him every day. 

That doesn’t mean that he is perfectly normal. When I come home he greets me 
enthusiastically and then runs to his bed, grabs a stuffy toy, sits on his haunches in front of 
me with a mouth full of toy and proceeds to howl “Hallelujah” in dog.  He has been known 
to sleep, flat on his back with his head hanging back over the foot of the bed and his legs 
splayed out in pelt-like fashion. During the day he gathers all his toys from various rooms, 
arranges them just inside the perimeter of his round bed. Then he slips into the center of 
the gathering, turns around and curls up for a snooze with his buddies. 

If you read my rant about the cats that have entered and exited our lives you will realize 
that we are thrilled with Jak’s total lack of feline tendencies. Jak has never peed on 
anything that was mine except the lawn. He has not made household appliances his home. 
He has shown no interest in riding the garage door. He genuinely cares when we come 
home and demonstrates that with great enthusiasm. He not self absorbed. He has no 
problem with me being the alpha male in the household as long as his food and water are 
in his dishes and he can take us for a walk at least once a day. Jak is definitely not a cat.     
I really like that.  



 

 

   

 

 

LAST MEETING: POKER NIGHT 
On March 4th we gathered at the GCCC to lose $10 in an evening of 7 card Stud. Almost 
all of us were successful. Those who didn’t succeed at losing were Peter Elzinga who   
finished with the big chip count and the bulk of the money, followed closely by Augie       
Annicchiarico and then John Williams.   

There were 22 who showed up for a delicious Schnitzel dinner. We were joined by one 
guest, Heintz Kleist, who happens to be the treasurer of the GCCC. He was invited and  
introduced by Garry Jones. As we finished our meal Ian Bannatyne attempted to give us a 
tutorial on the game of Dominos in preparation for the next meeting later this month. If   
creating a sea of confused facial expressions was his objective, he is indeed a master at it.  

A big “Thank You” goes to Gary Kleebaum and John Williams for putting the evening       
together.  



NEXT MEETING: DOMINOS   March 18th 
For many of us March 18th will mark the first time ever, or at least in decades, that we have 
touched a domino. I vaguely recall playing the game a few times as a kid but no doubt with 
little knowledge of the rules, strategies and aggression that Ian Bannatyne described for us 
on Poker Night. It sounds like fun. Give Ian a call, e-mail, text or a knock on his door to let 
him know of your intent to have a go at the game. The beverages start at 6:00.  The     
meeting begins at 6:30. The Dominos come out after dessert.  

 
HEALTH AND WELFARE: 
Good news on the Carter front—Bill’s oncologist feels “things look promising” and he is to 
begin his immunotherapy program at the end of May. Jeanne’s vision continues to slowly 
improve but is still not allowing her to do many of her favourite things such as reading. 

John Williams had a fall on the ice, dislocated his thumb and hurt some ribs. The ice on 
sidewalks and streets the past week has been treacherous.  
 
GYRO BEYOND OUR CLUB: 
Mark your Gyro calendars with these dates. Then act while it is on your mind. Register, 
book your accommodation and volunteer to help out. Both of these events are a fun way to 
start your summer. 

 

2020 District VIII Convention May 28-31, Medicine Hat 
                                              *************************** 

2020 International Convention June 9-14, Victoria 
(the club’s 100th anniversary). Alan Pentney will be begin 
his International Presidency at this meeting. 
Please check the International web site for details on these two great events 



AGING GYROS: 
Time ``Marches`` on for all of us and Gyros who’s birthdays fall in 
March are no exception. The good news it that it’s not a race. We 
are all watching the calendar pages fly by at the same rate, despite 
perceptions to the contrary. Paul West (24th) and Larry Klaus 
(31st) are the “special” members this month. Enjoy your party, guys. 
“Special” birthday boys get to stay up past your usual bed time. 
 
 
 

 
 

GYRETTE NEWS:     
The next Gyrette meeting will be held on Monday, March 30 at the West residence,          
467 Viscount Crescent (Village On The Lake area) starting at about 5:00 PM  The theme will 
be a Ukrainian one with Carol Lesniak creating a full on Ukrainian meal and Marianne West 
guiding everyone through creating their own Pysanka (Easter egg). No need to BYOC 
(Bring Your Own Chicken). 

 

Whatever you may look like, marry a man your own age. As your beauty fades, so will 
his eyesight.  
-Phyllis Diller   
 
Any time three New Yorkers get into a cab without an argument, a bank has just been 
robbed.  
-Phyllis Diller  



 

 

 

daylight saving time 

   



 

Hmmm... 

 

1. Its for insects to come out if they fall inside. 

Ever think about that? You only think about yourselves. 

2. The handle got mugged 
 
 3. If government was a coffee cup 



 

pics from the past 

 

 

 

 

                One wheel motorcycle capable of speed up to 93 mph  (1931)                                                                   



 

 

 

   those were the days 

 



 

 

 

MARCH MADNESS 



GYRETTE GIGGLES -Happy Women’s Day (March 8th) ! 

 

 
 

   

 

 



Oh my ! 

I'm not sure what this is all about: A woman with 
slabs of bacon ed to her feet in a giant skillet and a 
huge wooden spatula (c 1929)        

            Its all fun and games un l somebody falls                



      

MEDICAL MOMENTS 

     



 

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 

 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

                                                                                                                      

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada 

 

 
 

 

 

  

   

 

 



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

              

        

 

 

 

 



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

Why do I always meet women as I’m leaving the dog park with a big 
bag of poop? … and it’s always on the day I forgot my dog…  

        

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 

             Because you are my friend 


