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I WAS JUST THINKING: Most people write “congrats” because they 
don’t know how to spell congrajulashions. 

EDITOR’S RANT:   
   I wrote this rant on January 2nd. Then the world changed as the 
Ukrainian Airlines Flight 752 was shot down in Iran. I felt       
compelled to comment on that event instead and replaced this 
one with the rant that appeared in the January 17th bulletin. 

 

I resolved not to make any “Resolutions” this year. I’m saving all 
my positive energy in an attempt to counter the negativity that 
seems to be tearing our world apart. We can complain about the 
weather, the economy and the higher cost of gas but we are not 
on fire and nobody is shooting at us (yet and generally speaking, 
of course). As a group we are still amongst the most fortunate 
occupants of this planet. It is easy to get caught up in the rhetoric 
that woos our own personal interests. We are not a deprived   
nation, or province or community. We may be less ”not deprived” 
than we were last year but we are not deprived. Perhaps we 
should start redirecting our introverted gaze and looking outward 
to really appreciate what deprivation is. Look no further than our 
homeless, many of our First Nations communities, the starving, 
oppressed and threatened from elsewhere in the world who seek 
shelter – sometimes amongst those of us living “privileged” Ca-
nadian lives. Does that idea make me a bleeding heart, tree hug-
ging lefty? I hope not. I have leaned toward the fiscal conserva-
tive side of the political spectrum most but I do confess to a more  



Rant cont’d. 
liberal social philosophy. It is in this moderate ground that I think Canadians can be most pro-
ductive in keeping the world’s billions from consuming each other in hate, greed and myopic 
selfish self destruction.  

Let’s flip the page for a moment and look at a different point of view. There is an increasingly 
popular view that nationalism, provincialism and looking out for number one is what made 
this country great. America is determined to “Make America Great Again”.  True – we 
stomped on a lot of our fellow humans to gain “great” status but that’s what has always made 
the world go around. The opening paragraph in this rant reeks of Socialism and we all know 
where that can lead. Just look at the old USSR; China; North Korea; Cuba; the NDP.  
Having been to post-USSR where 72% of the country’s wealth is in the hands of less that 
150     people, I can attest to the accusation that communism, or even rampant Socialism is 
no    answer for mankind’s survival let alone achieving justice, freedom and peace. There 
must be some way that we can dissect out a new enlightened social and  political system 
that keeps us from always wanting more even at the expense of those who, through no fault 
of their own, have dramatically less, often living at a subsistence level or worse. There must 
be a way to have leaders who are the best from within our midst – the bravest, brightest and 
most honest we have. Instead, we seem to make leadership so repugnant or daunting for 
these individuals that we are left dredging the bottom of our political barrels, embracing only 
those who are skilled at creating fear, dissatisfaction, envy and division. This is not just an  
Alberta, Canadian or North American problem. It is a global problem. It is a human problem. 
Come to think of it, perhaps we deserve what we’ve got. If we continue on our current course 
(repeating history spanning millennia but on an ever-escelating scale) we will be the masters 
of our own demise.  Happy New Year!   
  
Oh Ya...I do have a resolution—to lighten up some of these a bit rants in 2020. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VALENTINTINES DANCE  
 
Imagine. A Valentines Dance held on February 14th! 
Take advantage of this alignment of the stars and dance 
the night away with your Gyro family at the OLPH Hall in 
Sherwood Park. Of course one can’t commence  dancing 
until sufficient libation is consumed followed by solid  
sustainance to keep one’s energy level up. So show up 
for nthe former ar 5:30 PM and move on to the latter at 
6:30PM. Then and only then will you be ready to dance 
with your Valentine to the musical strains of Mike and the 
Relics around eightish continuing until either you or Mike 
drop.  Garry Jones is the power behind this evening 
(don’t be surprised if he   appears wearing a cupid      
outfit...worth the price of admission alone!). We hope you 
have already forwarded your $85 to Garry. If not, call him 
NOW and see if he can fit you in.  
 
 

 
NEXT ACTUAL MEETING:  Poker Night Match 4th 
 
Put on your Poker face and head n down to the GCCC for an evening of blinds and bluffing. 
The chip distributors and all around peace keepers will be Garry Kleebaum and John      
Williams. I suspect they would appreciate a call, e-mail, text or all of the above to let them 
ensure that you get another fine meal courtesy of the GCCC. As usual, the drinking starts at 
6:00 PM.  

 
GYRETTE NEWS:     
 

The “Food Chain” of daily meals to the Carters that began December 11th continues and 
appears to be accomplishing its goal.  Many thanks to all those who have participated in 
this effort to take some of the stress of meal preparation off  Bill and Jean’s plates. It will 
continue at least until April.  Extra thanks goes to Lynn Davis who has been the organizer 
of this Gyro special friendship initiative.  

The next Gyrette meeting will be held on February 23rd. Details will follow from Cora 
Dootjes. 



HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

  

 

We are all still in shock over the passing of 
our friend and club director, Brian Wolfe. 

About 20 Gyros were among the 200+ 
friends and family who were able to attend 
the memorial service for Brian January 16th. 

 

 
In other news, Ian Bannatyne is still struggling with shingles. We are uncomfortable just 
thinking about it, Ian. 

 On the Carter front, Jeanne is gradually getting some resolution to her mobility and vision 
issues. She will return for re-evaluation in April. Bill continues to be holding his own and 
will find out later this month about his schedule for further treatment.  

 

 
GYRO BEYOND OUR CLUB: 
 
Mark your Gyro calendars with these dates. Then act while it is on your mind. Register, 
book your accommodation and volunteer to help out. Both of these events are a fun way to 
start your summer. 

 

2020 District VIII Convention May 28-31, Medicine Hat 
                                              *************************** 

2020 International Convention June 9-14, Victoria 
(the club’s 100th anniversary). Alan Pentney will be begin 
his International Presidency at this meeting. 
Please check the International web site for details on these two great events 



 

 

   

 

CAFFEINE CRAZY 



 

So... So Wrong 



 

Oh My……. 

 

 

 

 

              Strap on Beer Belly 

                       Holiday sox 



 

 

 

february frivolities 



 

 

 

   those were the days 

 

  How long has it  been since you saw a test pa ern on your TV?   Lawn Darts.   They were all fun and games un l…... 



                    

 

COOL PICS FROM THE PAST 

 

       Hitler prac cing his speech in front of a mirror                    

  1960 Disneyland engineers working on animatronic figure                 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 
 

   

 

 



Hmmm... 

                          The mold they use to make windmill blades 

         Body scans of 250 lb and 120 lb people          

      Normal child’s skull before losing baby teeth  



      

MEDICAL MOMENTS 

   



 

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 

 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

                                                                                                                      

 

 

              Meanwhile in Newfoundland 

 
 

 

 

 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 Ranch country in Russia 



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

              

        

  

 



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

        



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 

With luck, a Hootnanny could break out at the Valentines Dance! 


