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I WAS JUST THINKING: Our grandchildren want a cat for Christmas. 

Normally we cook a turkey, but hey, whatever makes them happy. 

EDITOR’S RANT:   

   What a year! Political stories traditionally abound as we look 

back every December on the preceding 12 months, but this year 

was exceptional. The UK, led by a total buffoon, finally lept into 

the water with no lifeboat, hoping things will work out. Scotland 

may be the only sane voice left on the Island. They want nothing 

to do with the insanity. The relatively recent colony, Canada, 

have people vocalizing threats to do the same thing – separate, I 

mean. Alberta and Saskatchewan don’t need a boat, being land 

locked, but should they actually take their angst to the     ultimate 

degree they had better have a solid plan. South of our  border an 

older former British colony, now the United States of America is 

more divided politically than they have been since their civil war 

over 150 years ago. Just like in the 1860’s, families are being 

torn apart. Thanksgiving and Christmas family dinners have 

empty chairs as Democrat and Republican believers can’t bring 

themselves to sit at the same table, even for special, traditional 

events. Neighbours aren’t speaking or if they do it is to hurl      

insults across the fence. Where is Mr. Rogers when we need 

him? Then there are the climate change alarmists who anger the 

climate change deniers. This division doesn’t follow political   

borders, but it is certainly evidence that it is not just the climate 

that is heating up. Rhetoric on both sides is becoming more .  



Rant cont’d. 

entrenched.  Are you paying attention, Mr. Rogers? This serious.  

On the bright side, talk show hosts and comedians have never had it so good. They are 

rolling around in a bonanza of bullshit offered up with no respect for subtlety or inuendo. 

After all, a former reality show host is feeding them new material via Twitter every few 

hours. Unfortunately, we may all be watching him fiddle around while America, today’s 

Rome, burns. The late shows are soon going to find their gleeful skewering of the POTUS 

is becoming the stuff nostalgia is made of. He has been impeached. He will not be leaving 

office any time soon so the snickering will have to return to snarkering ( I know…no such 

word but there should be). We are in for some scary times folks. The year 2020, the year 

that some say symbolizes my profession, may not provide as much clarity as we would 

like. Let’s just hope it at least doesn’t leave us in the dark.  
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  PRESIDENT’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Sixty four of us gathered at the Belvedere Golf and Country Club on Friday evening to     

celebrate the holidays and indulge in some festive Gyro friendship. The evening began with 

talk and laughter over beverages before we tucked into a turkey dinner with all the fixings. 

We even held a mini-meeting as we  naughtily noshed on pie and other morsels.  

President Bleiken and his First Lady, Kaye, were perfect hosts, maintaining excellent crowd 

control. The evening was injury free, except for the turkey, of course.  

One of the highlights of the evening was to see both Bill and Jeanne Carter in attendance.  

Our thanks go out to Allan Bleiken, Ken Lesniak and Erik Braun for pulling all the loose 

ends together and making it one of the best yet.    

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAST MEETING:  Bowling December 11th 

The report from your co-chair, Bruce Copeland is that 22 of us showed up at the Gateway 

Recreation Centre. Four teams competed for the honour of having their picture in the      

bulletin. As luck would have it, your editor’s grandson had his Christmas Concert that even-

ing and was unable to capture the moment with pixils. Apparently nobody else took any   

pictures either, but the winning team will still arise from anonymity. Although the scores 

were surprisingly close, the team of Bill Austin, Ray Davis, Al Gordon, and George   

Huybret. Congratulations, boys.  

Casualty report: 

While throwing a practice ball, Bruce Copeland blew out a knee and had to withdraw. He 

was ably replaced by John Evans.  Ray Davis took a bad spill when he crossed the foul 

line and skidded on the oiled lane. “No good can come to those who cross the line”, said 

somebody’s mother. Fortunately he was able to continue and helped win the tournament 

with his team. 

 

So Bruce Copeland gets our gratitude for taking on the organizational duties for this even-

ing plus our sympathy goes out to his knee. 

 

NEXT MEETING: Darts January 15, 2020 

Earl Korber is listed as the on-to chair for this one. He will be assisted by Bruce Schelske. 

It will be held at the GCCC. Let’s hope that the Casualty is no larger than the Bowling night 

produced. That is not part of the competition, guys. It’s all fun and games until someone…. 

HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

Don Greig, our intrepid H&W reporter confirms that although we are not all 100% most of 

us are in better shape that we were last month.  

Les Bellan and Carol Lesniak are continuing with their treatment schedules 

The biggest positive news was that Bill and Jeanne Carter were able to attend the       

President’s Christmas Party on the 20th. Hallelujah! 

The latest news is that Ted Ewanchuk’s wife, Judi, has been in some discomfort and is 

scheduled for surgery on January 2nd. We wish her a speedy recovery and a healthy 2020.  

 

 

 



 

 

   

 

THERE’S A NEW YEAR A COMIN’ 

                          New Year’s Eve for two 



 

OH MY ... 

        Prize winning strange and ugly Christmas sweater 



 

Hmmm... 

 

 

 

 

                      (Season’s Greetings) 

        Then there’s this family Christmas card…. ??! 

             Christmas socks...the pup is not amused. 



 

 

 

 

 

 Nothing says Christmas like Rudolph’s leg    

T’IS THE SEASON 
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   THOSE WERE THE DAYS 

 Bobby was not amused by Santa’s hand placement 



                  

 

COOL PICS FROM THE PAST 

 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 
 

   

 

 



          DISTURBING CHRISTMAS CARDS OF YESTERYEAR 

 

                                     1879 

                      1880 



      

EYE SEE 

   



 

    
 

 

 

 

THOSE WERE THE DAYS 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

                                                                                                                      

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiApOm4pujdAhVElVQKHYAVAGwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cagle.com%2Fsteve-nease%2F2018%2F10%2Fusmca&psig=AOvVaw3z7QAdshJDPcJfC8StpHni&ust=1538588363353226


Meanwhile NOT in Canada— Christmas Traditions 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                      Equador        Spain 

Venice 

Australia 

     

 Colonel Sanders is very big In Japan at Christmas! 

                      USA 
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SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

        

  

 

   



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

        



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 

Merry Christmas, everybody.  May the coming New Year be marked by good health, family and joy. 
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