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I WAS JUST THINKING:   It’s better to have a bottle in front of me than 
to have a frontal lobotomy. 

EDITOR’S RANT:   

 

New lyrics for Ella Fitzgerald’s “Makin’ Woopie”. 
There’s Curlarama. There’s golf and darts. 

There’s pool and bowling. lots of old farts.  

Another season. Another reason 

To be a Gyro.  

 

Hey, we’ve got Horseshoes and we’ve got gas 

From beer and Pizza but that’ll pass 

Another season. Another reason 

To be a Gyro. 

 

Picture some apple Strudels 

Schnitzel’s a German treat  

Maybe some beef and noodle 

The GC is where we meet.  

 

The summer’s over. But we’re not down.   

We keep on smiling. Not need to frown 

Another season. Another reason 

To be a Gyro. 

 

 

 



Rant cont’d. 
 

The weather wasn’t glorious this summer except when Gyros decided to have an       
outdoor shindig. Coincidence? I think … probably.  But nobody else is taking credit for it 
so let’s just snatch and grab the glory. Not to rub it in (well maybe just aa little), our 
weather in Quebec was warm and sunny most of July and August. However the good 
news is that Environment Canada offered one of their famous infallible national long 
term forecasts this week and predicted that the Eastern half of the country was in for an      
extremely cold winter. The Western half (that’s us) should expect a milder than average 
winter. So, Alberta paid for this blessing in advance. Now it’s collection time.  

I am hoping that my IT troubles that plagued me and my lap top all summer are behind 
me. However, error free bulletins would be too much of a shock to our systems so rest 
assured,  I pledge to screw up on my usual regular basis. As I go over  the meeting 
schedule, it appears we are in for a fun year. Another season, another reason to be a 
Gyro. 

 

 

 

AGING GYROS   
There appears to be only one member who has a September birthday—Dick Caddey 
(2nd) 

That makes you extra “special”, Dick, until somebody points out that my birthday list is 
obsolete. We hope you enjoyed your “special” day and that your return to the common 
masses was a smooth one.  

                                  



CURLARAMA 2019  November 1st-3rd 
Bill Austin asked that the “very best unsubsidised event in the Gyro year” receive 
a well deserved plug in the bulletin. It is being held in Canmore this year. For the    
bargain price of $275 which includes your curling, hotel, Friday Hosted bar, two 
breakfasts and a Saturday evening banquet, you can hurry hard all weekend long 
with some of the best guys around. You might even get a chance to challenge 
Lloyd Wilson at cribbage. Let Bill know you are in for a fun time in Camrose. He’ll 
fill you in on the details.  

   

 

WEALTH AND HELLFIRE: 

H&W reporter, Don Greig, had some good news to pass along this week. Bill carter is   
looking and feeling better and attended the AGM. He and Jeanne have had a rough road 
for so long. Here’s hoping things have turned a corner for them. 

Les Bellan is still being treated at the Cross Cancer Clinic. He, too, is improving and hopes 
to be home in a few weeks.  



 

 

 

 SECOND LAST MEETING  Annual General Meeting 
On September 4th a bunch of Gyros (32 to be exact) gathered at the German Canadian Cul-

ture Club for their annual general meeting. President, Allan Bleiken submitted the follow-
ing report: 

The meeting was opened at the request of Rick Craddock at 6:50 pm 

Augie Annicchiarico opened the meeting with the Gyro song 

Brian Wolfe gave the toast to the Queen 

Rick Craddock gave the new Gyro Prayer 

Dinner was served at 7:00 pm 

The Business Program was started by Al Bleiken at 7:30, who acknowledged the work done 
by the Executive over the summer months to develop the annual Gyro program and to 
prepare the annual budget.  Al also thanked John Williams for his many years of serving 
as the Club Secretary. 

Don Greig gave the Health and Wellness report in which he noted Les Bellan had returned to 
the hospital for additional cancer treatments and recommended that Gyros visit him if 
they could.  Don also requested that Gyro members keep him advised of any health and 
wellness issues as he is not able to keep on top of all the potential health and wellness 
reports.  

Al Bleiken moved the AGM Minutes of September 4th, 2018 be approved as distributed.  The 
motion was seconded and carried without discussion.  The names of the mover and sec-
onders of the motions will be recorded in the official minutes of the meeting. 

Ted Ewanchuk reviewed the proposed 2019/20 Annual Program, which, after discussion, was 
moved, seconded and carried.  Al Bleiken thanked Ted, Ian Bannatyne, and Brian Wolfe, 
for their diligent work in putting the program together.  Ted requested all members to 
confirm at the earliest opportunity as to whether they would be attending the programs 
and not leave it to the On-To-Chairmen to chase down the Gyros who want to attend.  It 
was also recommended that On-To Chairman send out an email to all Gyros two days in 
advance of the meetings. 

 Eric Braun presented the financial statements and the Annual Budget, which, after discus-
sion, was moved, seconded, and carried, subject to determining what funding would be 
provided to Sid Slade in his involvement as the 1st Lieutenant Governor of District 8.  Al 
Bleiken advised he would contact Ken Baker, the District 8 Treasurer, and find out what 
the funding amounted to.  Erik stated he would also check his financial records to deter-
mine what had been paid in the past.  If required, an adjustment will be made to the An-
nual Budget once this information has been obtained and circulated to the club. 



AGM notes contd. 
 Al Bleiken reviewed the New Member Procedure and advised that the same process would be 

used as before but would be simplified and published only once in the Bulletin.  Al also ad-
vised that a New Member’s Kit had been developed which contained the Club brochure, 
the procedure and the required New Membership forms.  This Kit will be available from 
Rick Craddock, Ray Davis, and Al Bleiken. 

Rick Craddock moved that the Constitution be amended to allow for new members to be pub-
lished only once in the Bulletin, instead of twice.  The motion, following discussion, was se-
conded and approved.  Rick also moved the approval of the New Member Procedure, 
which was seconded, and approved. 

 Al Bleiken reviewed the International Dues Report which had been distributed by email to the 
members.  Al pointed out that since 2012, the Gyro International membership decreased 
by 32.8% and the related revenues decreased by 39.8%.  Consequently, the Gyro Interna-
tional operating expenses have been reduced dramatically.  Despite making these major 
cost reductions, Gyro International had to raise the International Dues from $60 to $70, be-
ginning in the year 1920/21.  Larry Duba, the former PIP offered to pay 25% of the 1st year 
of Dues increase, which left the remaining $7.50 for Gyro members.  A motion was passed 
for Al to write a letter of thanks to Larry Duba for his generous contribution. 

 A motion was passed to approve the proposed Sherwood Park Gyro Prayer.  Following discus-
sion, the motion was seconded, and approved. 

 Bill Austin gave a presentation on the over-funded Curlarama event and again begged for ad-
ditional funding.  Long time whiner Lloyd Wilsons took up a collection to offset the costs of 
a Saskatchewan curler and managed to raise something in the order of $8.50.  Seriously 
though, at a cost of less than $300 including accommodation, the tournament, a hospitality 
night, Curlarama is clearly one of the great events in the Gyro year. 

Dick Caddey stepped up to the plate and took on the horse shoes program on short notice, 
which will be held September 18th at Half Moon Lake.  This is another great Gyro event, in 
which guests are most welcome.   

 The 50-50 draw was won by Augie Annicchiarico, to the groan and dismay of other Gyro mem-
bers.  Well done Augie. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm, which indicated the good humour and agreeability of 
the Gyros in attendance. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Allan Bleiken 

 



LAST MEETING: Horseshoe September 18th 

The first athletic event of the new season took place at South Cooking Lake horseshoe 
pits. Since none of us knew how to safely and soberly shoe a horse we just hurled the “u” 
shaped iron back and forth at metal pegs until someone was declared the winner. The fact 
that a couple of us claimed to have worked up a sweat is testament to our average age and 
physical condition.  To counter the ravages of time the athletes stoked up on beer and    
pizza, alternating with pizza and beer.  As the sun set the big winners were Dorne Hunt 
and Jim Malott. The B side winners were Terry Bajer and Milt Lanes. A big thank you 
goes to organizer and peace keeper Dick Caddey. 

                                                                                         

             The face of a winner 

What produces winning results 

                     The A team                        The B team 



 

 

 

   

You are cordially invited to attend the   

Sherwood Park Founder’s Night  
Where: Belvedere Golf and Country Club  

When: October 16th, 2019  

Time: Reception — 6:00pm, Dinner— 7:00 pm  

Price: $50.00 per person  

Other Details  

 This is a mixed event, so please invite your spouse or significant other  
 Invite your Gyrettes and Guests  
 There will be a short program including a Founder’s presentation  
 This event is a “No Host Bar”  
 Wine, beer, or spirits, can be purchased by the glass or bottle  

 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Jasmeet Parmar, MBBS, Associate Professor, UofA  

Topic: Caregivers Alberta, which is an essential service within society, involving more 

than eight million caregivers in Canada. As the population ages and life becomes more     

challenging, people are faced with burn-out, physical and social disa-bilities, increased living 

costs, and family stress. Dr. Parmar will address and pro-vide information and advice on 

these important issues and answer questions.  

Gyro Fellowship - Founder’s Night provides us with another great opportunity to renew 

and create new friendships with our Gyro friends.  

RSVP— As we must guarantee our attendance numbers, please RSVP to Ted Ewabchuk at 

tewawanchu@shaw.ca, or Ken Lesniak at kencarol@telusplanet.com on or before October 

10th, 2019.  

FOUNDERS NIGHT: October 16th 
Our club is hosting the Edmonton and Crossroads clubs this year at the Belvedere G&CC. 



 

Hmmm... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

COOL PICS FROM THE PAST 

 

 

 

 

  The only woman in the room at the Apollo 11 Moon launch, JoAnn Morgan. 

Early in her career as an aeronautical engineer at NASA she was about to plug her head set in at 
her computer in the control room on her first day there. 

“A startling moment” for Morgan came when a test supervisor saw her sitting down at Blockhouse 34 to plug in her 
headset to acquire test results. The supervisor came and just whacked me over the back — actually hit me in the 
back! He said ‘we don’t have women in here!’ He had this ugly look on his face and I thought, uh-oh.” Her supervi-
sor caught it and made it clear to everyone that times had changed , that she was welcome and extremely compe-
tent. Her NASA career spaned 45 years.  Google her story. 

 

 

 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 
 

     

 

 



FALL FOOD FUNNIES 

    

   



      

‘TIS THE SEASON 

   

 



 

 

 

   

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 

      



 

    

 

 
 
   

“It's too bad things are so tough nowadays. 
I see where a few married women are   
having to work to make ends meet.“       

 

      

 

THOSE WERE THE DAYS  …. 1955 

 
 

“Did you see where some baseball    player 
just signed a contract for $50,000 a year 
just to play ball?  It wouldn't surprise me if 
someday they'll be making more than the 
President.”                    

   
 

“I never thought I'd see the day all our 
kitchen appliances would be electric. 
They're even making electric typewriters 
now.” 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Meanwhile in Russia 



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

              

        

  

 

   



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

        

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 

   SB 

 


