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I WAS JUST THINKING: Why is it that somepeople will kiss their dog 
on the lips, yet they won’t let their spouse drink from their glass. 

EDITOR’S RANT:   
   Is there nothing that is immune to political intrusion? As we   
settle back in Quebec for the summer, the big news of the 
week in Montreal has been about the long awaited opening of 
the newly constructed Pont de Champlain (Champlain Bridge) 
across the St. Lawrence. It is a phased opening that only    
governments could come up with. The multi-billion dollar cost 
of  this construction marvel was shared by the federal and pro-
vincial    governments. How could we not have anticipated that 
the lanes leading into the city would open on June 24rd – La 
Fete Nationale, dear to the hearts of Quebecois, St. Jean   
Baptiste Day. The lanes carrying traffic out of the city opened 
on July 1st – Canada Day. It was a King Solomon like decision, 
I’m sure. To settle a dispute over the parental rights to a child 
back in biblical times the king made the political suggestion to 
two women adamantly claiming to be the true mother of a   
specific baby that they cut the baby in half. The difference is 
that the combatting maternal contenders caught the political 
absurdity and the baby remained intact. In 2019 AD the bridge 
opening was indeed cut in half.  

The political stench intensified when it was learned that         
although, in nothing short of a Quebec miracle, the project was 
completed only 6 months behind schedule (unimaginable here)  



Rant cont’d. 
there was a penalty clause in the contract that awarded $100,000 perdium for each day 
beyond the date when the project was to be finished. The $18,000,000 plus went 
to….wait for it…who else but SNC Lavalin. I am sure they were devastated. Most such 
projects run at least 3 to 5 years behind schedule. They were counting on that for bail 
money.  

 

AGING GYROS:    

 

 

 

 

 

  

There are five of us who chose to be born in July (it’s a control thing).These guys en-
tered this world on the following days if the month: Sid Slade (15th); Bill Austin (18th); 
Keith Bradley (22nd); Gary Kleebaum (24th); Rick LeMieux (24th). Party while you 
can, fellas. Those back flips into the pool get more stressful, especially on everyone 
watching, every year.  
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YOU KNOW YOU ARE LIVING IN 2019 when... 
 

1... You accidentally enter your PIN on the microwave. 
 

2... You haven't played Solitaire with real cards in years. 

 
3... You have a list of 15 phone numbers to reach your family of three.. 

 
4... You e-mail the person who works at the desk next to you. 

 
5... Your reason for not staying in touch with friends and family is that they don't have 

e-mail addresses. 

 
6... You pull up in your own driveway and use your mobile phone, to see if anyone is 

home to help you carry in the groceries… 

 

7... Every commercial on television has a web site at the bottom of the screen 

 
8... Leaving the house without your mobile phone, which you didn't even have the 
first 20 or 30 (or 60) years of your life, is now a cause for panic, and you turn around 
to go and get it 

 
10. You get up in the morning and go on line, before getting your coffee 
 
11. You start tilting your head sideways to smile.  
 
12. You're reading this and nodding, and laughing. 
 
13. Even worse, you know exactly to whom you are going to forward this message. 
 
14. You are too busy to notice there was no 9 on this list. 
 
15. You actually scrolled back up to check that there wasn't 
a 9 on this list.  

Hmmm... 



LAST MEETING:  Windup and Officer Installation June 25th 

 

 

 

It was that time again when we celebrated the past Gyro year and wound up the newly 
installed officers for the coming year for maximum energy and performance. Your editor 
thanks our new president for a fine summary of the event and thanks also for Rikke 
Dootjes for the photographic evidence.  

The reception started at 5:00 pm and was held once again at the ARK, which is a marvelous place to have a 
meeting.  While I did not have a head count, the ARK was full.  Art Merrick and George Ward were the On-to 
chair and Team Members 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Rick Craddock, who then introduced the head table and had the 
Gyro guests introduced.  Rikke Dootjes led a fine rendition of the Gyro song, followed be the toast to the Queen 
by Ray Davis.  Al Bleiken gave the grace. 

Once again, an excellent hot beef on a bun with all the trimmings was prepared and served by Gary Kleebaum, 
Art Merrick, George Ward and several other Gyro helpers.  Everyone agreed that it was a fine meal, enjoyed by 
all.  The dollar bar was well attended and kept busy for the evening. 

Sid Slade introduced Derm Jackman, our new District VIII Governor.  Derm has had a remarkable history as a Gy-
ro and is well known throughout the District.  Derm then carried out the induction of our two newest members, 
Rick LeMieux and Bruce Copeland.  This was followed by the presentation of Certificates of Appreciation by Rick 
Craddock to the following members: 

Herb Zmurchuk and Garry Jones for having completed their two-year terms as Directors 

John Williams for having served seven years as the Club Secretary 

Ken Lesniak for serving three years as Vice President, President, and Immediate Past President 

 

Derm Jackman then installed the following Gyros to the Board of Directors: 

 

Al Bleiken as President 

Ted Ewanchuk as Vice-President 

Eric Braun as Treasurer 

Ray Davis as Secretary 

Rick Craddock as Immediate Past President  

George Ward as a continuing Director 

Brian Wolfe and Ian Bannatyne as the new Directors 

Roger Delveaux as a Director to fill in for Ted Ewanchuk 

 

Rick Craddock presented Al Bleiken with the President’s Pin, and in turn, Al presented Rick with the President’s 
Certificate of Appreciation and the Past President’s Pin. 

Al Bleiken gave a short presentation on the plans for the coming year and the meeting dissolved into an enjoya-
ble social function. 

 

Allan Bleiken 
ART MERRICK WISHES TO THANK ALL THOSE FELLOW WHO ASSISTED IN SETTING UP AND OPERATING THE EVENT. WHEW! WHAT A HUGE JOB! PER-
HAPS WE SHOULD CONSIDER HIRING A COMPANY TO PROVIDE THE SERVICES NEXT TIME? 
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Installation Pictorial  Presidents parade 

  PAST PAST                      PAST 

                        PRESENT                        FUTURE 



  Thanks for a good job                              Good job (sec.) -> new job (club admin.)                      To be continued 

 

Installation Pictorial contd. 

                       Thanks, guys                                                                                     Welcome aboard  



  

Installation Pictorial contd. 

  District VIII Gov.  Derm Jackson and new members 

Bruce Copeland and Rick LeMieux with his sponsor  

and new/old member, Peter Elzinga 

Past president Rick tries to explain the      
Bulletin Editor’s Award  

 

 



ANNUAL MYSTERY GOLF TOURNAMENT Wed. July 17th 
 The main mystery of this annual event remains where it will take place. We know when—
Wednesday July 17th. We know the entry cap (cut?)—the mystery pro-shop has reserved a 
block of 8 tee times  which translates to a maximum of 32 players. We know who is           
organizing it—  Roger Delveaus rdelveaux@shaw.ca or Larry Klaus larry.klaus@icloud.com   
Expect a mystery phone call (no, not that kind) just after midnight on the 17th giving you the 
assignment, destination and secret handshake.  
 

SUMMER PICNIC: Saturday, July 20th 
If you’re looking for a picnic on July 20th, Bernie and Brenda Kropp’s place to be. They.  
have again graciously extended the famous Kropp hospitality and volunteered to host the 
GSP (Gyro Summer Picnic) at their home. Bernie has enlisted the help of Milt Lanes and 
Herb Zmurchuk to make sure there will be no misbehaviour. Don’t make them hurt you. . 
Please let them know of your plans to attend.  

 
HEALTH AND WELFARE REPORT: 
Our list of walking wounded seems to be holding steady or diminishing. Most of those who 
have been under treatment are listed as stable or improving. Don Greig visited the Carters 
and reports that Bill is holding his own.  
The news story of the week comes from the Delveaux household. Carol went by ambu-
lance to the hospital a week ago Sunday with what turned out to be a ruptured appendix. 
They performed emergency surgery on Monday. Roger reported that she was coming along 
well, walking the halls to build strength. She is on heavy antibiotics to rid her body of any   
infection and is home now.. 

 
RODNEY DANGERFIELDISMS 
It's been a rough day. I got up this morning and put a shirt on and a button 
fell off. I picked up my briefcase, and the handle came off. I'm afraid to go 
to the bathroom. 
 
 

I'm so ugly my father carried around a picture of the kid that came with his 
wallet  
 

 My family was so poor that if I hadn't been born a boy, I wouldn't have had 
anything to play with. 

mailto:mysef-rdelveaux@shaw.ca
mailto:larry.klaus@icloud.com


 

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT June 18th Broadmoor 
G&CC 
Al Gordon sent in the following report on the tournament. Again this year there were no 
casualties. Good job, Al. 

 

This year’s golf tournament was a low-key affair with 20 participants gathering to play at the 
Broadmoor Golf course. The weather finally cooperated turning out to be a sunny warm Alberta 
day. As seen in the pictures below, Al Gordon (low gross winner) squeaked out a 1 stroke victory 
over Mr. Beatie and Lawrence Zalasky (low net winner) and another close 1 stroke match with 
Lawrence prevailing over John Williams. The group enjoyed some libations and lunch, telling sto-
ries on how their games should have and could have been better. Fun day.  

Al Gordon 

 

  



 

Hmmm... 

 



THE GOOD OL’ HOCKEY GAME 

 

 

 

   



                  

 

PICS FROM THE PAST 

Austrian boy receives new shows during WW2 Graves of a Catholic woman and her Protestant 
husband, Holland 1888 

    First morning after Sweden changed from driving on the left side of the road to driving the right ,1967 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

A blonde man spies a letter lying on his doormat. 

It says on the envelope "DO NOT BEND ". 
  

He spends the next 2 hours trying to figure out how to pick 
it up. 



SUMMER FOOD FUNNIES 

    

                                                                                                                                



      

EYE SEE 

 



 

 

 

   

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 

        



THOSE WERE THE DAYS 
 

    

 

 

 

 

                      Do I hear a chorus of “Me”s? 

               1950’s home security system 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 
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Meanwhile NOT in Canada  
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SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

              

        

  

 

   

 



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

     



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 

             An old gent heading back to the “home” in his scooter lane 

                                                               or 

 A politician trying not to be perceived as too far left or right of centre 
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