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I WAS JUST THINKING:   I wonder if clouds ever look down on us and say, 
“Hey look….that one’s shaped like an idiot”. 

EDITOR’S RANT:   
 OK. There are lots of examples of the weather getting hotter 

where some people are accusing “global warming” and lots of 
examples of weather going in the opposite direction where others 
are exclaiming, “global not-warming”. But I have trouble denying 
what Bob Dylan wrote, that the times they are a-changin’ 

The intensity of the weather patterns is noticeably on the rise. We 
are now getting “once in a thousand year floods. Add fires and 
pestilence to the pot and some will wonder if Armageddon is 
approaching. Unlike Noah and his family, any of us fortunate 
enough to catch a ride on the next arc had better bring a bucket 
of sun screen in our carry-on. UV indexes are headed through the 
roof even though we “fixed” the ozone layer that we broke.   

The rapidly melting ice that is predicted to make the Northwest 
passage suitable for cruise ships in about a decade, if they can 
elude the military vessels from various countries already  claiming 
sovereignty over these waters and causing eyebrows to raise like 
sea levels.  And, while the ships sail all over what used to be the 
Great White North, New York becomes a New Altlantis. Fresno 
offers “Ocean front property. Deserts will flood & Flood plains will 
become deserts. All these changes took millennia, sometimes 
thousands of millennia to occur. Now we are being told by the 
vast majority of the scientific community that the changes will  



Rant cont’d.  
come about in the next century – many within ours or our children’s lifetimes. Thank God 
most marijuana crops are grown indoors! 

I, for one, don’t fear for my own welfare. I have been part of the luckiest generation ever to 
live on this planet. I have not experienced or fought in a war. I have been reasonably 
healthy right up to now. I have never had to worry about a roof over my head or food to 
sustain me. I have family and friends to support me when I need support. I have nothing to 
complain about. I am, however concerned for my children and much more so, for my 
grandchildren and beyond. They are not likely to be as lucky as we are. Nature is likely to 
be less kind and anther climate, the political climate we are fostering, is not likely to end 
well. The thought that we, the most privileged generation, could have played a role in our 
offspring’s misfortune and misery troubles me. But maybe its just me. A friend once told 
me “Trouble” was my middle name!  

 



 

LAST MEETING:  Election Night 
33 Gyros and one guest were in attendance at the GCCC on the evening of May 8th 
to eat, drink and elect a new leadership group for the coming year. Some other busi-
ness was discussed before and after the election but  intraclub politics was the high-
light of the evening. The new Vice president (think president-elect) was well roasted 
by his nominators, Bernie Kropp and Gary Kleebaum before he won the honour by ac-
clamation. 
 

                                                                                                Your new leaders 

(L-R)  Ian Ballentyne, George Ward, Brian Wolfe, Roger Delveaux,  Allan Bleiken,  Rick Craddock, Ted Ewanchuk 

 

Other worker Bees: Tres. Erik Braun; Sec. Ray Davis; Club Admin. John Williams; Bulletin Editor Scott Brisbin 



Election Night contd. 

There were other topics as well that gained attention at the meeting before and after the 
election frivolity:  

1) The possibility of our club hosting either the 2022 or 2025 District Convention was dis-
cussed. Calgary and Stampede city clubs are hosting the 2020 qnd 2021 events. It 
was  announced that Sid Slade has agreed to let his name stand for 1st Lieutenant 
Governor, District Eight. 2022 would be the year he would be moving up the ladder. 
However, 2025 is our club’s 50th anniversary. It was decided to agree to host either 
meeting with 2025 as our preference and we would share in the work on the other 
date.  

2) The issue of the International body's request for a dues increase to cover an expected 
shortfall next year occupied another half an hour of the meeting’s time. In the end it 
was decided that the club did not favour an increase in the international dues but felt 
there was room for cost cutting in areas such as the quarterly bulletin and perhaps 
some travel expenses. 

The main purpose of the evening was also the most fun. Those seeking election had their 
“handlers, introduce them and present their qualifications for the membership to evaluate. 
Some of the presentations (Bernie Kropp and Gary Kleebaum plugging for VP candidate 
Ted Ewanchuk, for example)  took on more of a roast flavour. Al Gordon spoke in support 
of Brian Wolfe and Paul West took some liberties in describing the character of our most 
Scottish member, Ian Ballentyne. The highlight of the evening went to Lloyd Wilson and 
Keith Bradley and their candidate, Roger Delveaux. They did a fine job of impersonating 
some coureur des bois. Roger “Pierre” Delveaux laid out his campaign largely in French 
which was translated by his unilingual; English “freres”. This was followed by a wonderful  
solo skit about Pierre and Marie Antionette which kept the crowd laughing and cheering.  

Thanks to all who helped make this the fine evening it was, not the least of whom was Ken 
Lesniak. His last executive function of organizing this event was truly appreciated by all. 

 



  



 

NEW MEMBER APPLICATION: 2nd Notice 
Bruce Copeland has been nominated by Garry Jones. Bruce is retired and lives at 82 
Glencoe Place in Sherwood Park with his wife, Gayla. Details of Bruce’s background were 
printed in the last  (May 1st) bulletin which remains on the website. Unless there are con-
cerns, Bruce will have fulfilled the 2nd notice of his membership application and will soon be 
a new fellow Gyro. 
 

GYRETTE MEETING: 
On May 15th, Gyrettes met to learn the finer points of olive oils and other culinary tips from 
the experts at  P  . Reports were of the raving variety and some of us, including your editor, 
have already gotten to savour some of the products purchased or won. The quality was,     
indeed, superb. Had enough adjectives yet? Obviously this evening was a hit.! 

 
 

 



 

MOTHERS’ DAY  (Yup. Better late than never! ) 



AUCTION NIGHT   May 22nd 
Only a few sleeps away! 
If you can’t decide what to donate 
at least bring your wallet. Don’t 
miss out on this fun and vital evening of 
banter, bargains and bidding. See ya 
there! 
 



HOLLYWOOD - BEHIND THE  SCENES 

 

  

                                      Roddy McDowell on a smoke  break during filming of Planet of the Apes  

 

    Marlon Brando before and after being transformed into Don Vito Corleoni for the Godfather     



GUESS WHO CAME TO NIBBLE: 

Twelve  couples participated in the GWCTD event that took place on May 5th. For were 
host couples and each of them welcomed two guest couples. The following are the reports 
from the hosts: 

The Wards: 

We were blessed to have the Kropp's and the Wilson's arrive at our door to spend the 
evening.  Brie cheese was the item of the evening as we enjoyed it a couple of ways as 
well as some delicious shrimp. We decided to play Mexican Train and it was fun making 
sure everyone adhered to the rules.  Many times we reminded each other to draw an extra 
tile for not satisfying a double tile and to "put up your train". We didn't keep score, so I  
cannot declare a winner. The evening flew by and before we knew it, we were enjoying 
strawberry shortcake and coffee.  

Ann and George  

 

The Austins: 

We were pleased to welcome Judy and Al Govenlock at 7 followed shortly after by Calli 
and Scott Brisbin, they were slightly delayed due to Garmin problems. 
 
Both couples arrived bearing delicious appetisers, someone in the 
Brisbin household was very artistic arranging a ton of grapes        
attached to pears with toothpicks (meat-free Hedgehogs, we were 
told). The effect was to look like porcupines, very nice and very 
good. The antipasto filled little cups and the shrimp brought by the 
Govelocks were also a hit. 
 
We never did get to playing games as the conversation was very informative and           
entertaining, 
 
We discussed family roots, the rising waters in Fitch Bay, floating docks and sunk Boat 
Houses. Never once did politics nor religion come up so The Donald and Justin were safe 
from analysis. 
 
All in all a very enjoyable evening and a great opportunity to get to know each other a little 
better. 
 
Norma and Bill                             



GWCTN  contd. 
 

The Slades: 
 
We were delighted to host Nora and Rick Craddock and Carol and Ken Lesniak for an 
evening of great conversation and extremely delicious appetizers. As Carol and Ken spent 
some time in Cuba this past winter they filled us in on the attributes of an all inclusive       
vacation and the aspect of living in a communist country. Evidently the regime allows      
everyone to earn an equal amount of money. However taxi operators and Resort workers 
are most desired occupations as they afford additional tips from tourists. It was interesting 
to know that these workers have to be extremely careful in their dealings with the tourists. 
They never know who is spying on them from within and ready to turn them over to       
Government officials. However, they did manage to get some golfing in during their stay in 
Cuba.  
Nora and Rick spoke of their winter in Palm Desert where they did a lot of golfing and the 
weather was nice, just not like other winters. 
After a game of screw your neighbour and some dessert, everyone said their farewells at 
close to midnight. As Rick stated announced he “had to get home before midnight or he 
may turn into a pumpkin".  
A very pleasant evening and so very nice to visit with some great Gyro friends. 
 
Sid & Sharon 
 
 
 
The Brauns: 
 

We were thrilled to host two great couples for Guess Who. Jan and Keith Bradley, Judy 
Taylor and Art Merrick arrived bearing wonderful appetizers. We solved most of the world’s 
problems and then tried our hand at a game of Telestrations. One in our group, Judy, who 
is an artist had a(little) advantage. Some of the rest of our efforts had us crying from   
laughter. We enjoyed our dessert and finished the evening with more great conversation. 
We always enjoy guess who. 
 

Andrea and Erik  



HEALTH AND WELARE REPORT: 
We were glad to see Les Bellan was in attendance at the Election night meeting, as was   
Terry Bajer.  

Audry Zmurchuk was hospitalized when her potassium and sodium levels plunged. At last 
report she was at the Glenrose getting therapy after her recent hip replacement. Husband, 
Herb had a benign growth removed from his brain and has been recovering nicely at home.  

Jeanne  Carter passed along an update on Bill, following his latest MRI 
“The gamma knife people were very pleased with Bill's progress and feel we should see some real growth in 
his memory and physical abilities if he puts the work in it in the next few months as the steroids continue to 
leave his system.  The tumour continues to get smaller but is still right over his memory and physical          
areas . His focus needs to now be on getting use to retirement and making it the best for both of us.  The 
more he can use his memory for reading and writing the better he will be.  Of course, there is always lots of 
time for crib. 
Of course Bill continues to love to socialize so you are all welcome any time. 
Thank you to all of you for your continued care and concern.” 

Jean brought Bill in to my office for eye care yesterday. He hinted he may be at Auction 
night! 
 

We missed notifying members of the sad news about Brenda Kropp’s sister, Betty,   having 
passed away in December. Our sympathy goes out to you and your family, Brenda.   

AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT: Horse Racing June 5th 
Quit your whinnying. The horsies  are back at it ! You know…. that  incessant roar of in-
coming and outgoing jets? (Oh wait...this is YEG). Ray Davis and Lloyd Wilson are the 
“go to” guys for this one. Join the other winners and check out the new track. Should you 
show up at Northlands, you will be all by yourself in a vacant pasture.  



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 
 

                        
 
 
.    

A woman phoned her blonde neighbor man and said: "Close your curtains the next time 
you and your wife are having sex. The whole street was watching and laughing at you     
yesterday." 
 To which the blonde man replied: "Well the joke's on all of you because I wasn't even at 
home yesterday! 



DID YOU KNOW? 

 

                              Good to know                        Powerful stuff, that! 



 

 

 

   

AH, SPRINGTIME IN ALBERTA 

       



THE GOOD OL’ HOCKEY GAME 

 

 
       

   

        



THOSE WERE THE DAYS 
 

         

 

 

 

         

       Tadpoles or Polywogs? 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

        

 

 

              Tree worshiping mooses 

 



MEANWHILE IN ALBERTA 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Is that what I think it is? I prefer the Vegreville egg? !!           



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

          

  

 

   

                 You could add “Canadians” to this picture’s victims 



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

 

 

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

 
           

 
 

 

 



 

 

And remember...GYRO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION,  RENO, NEVADA,  JUNE 2-6TH 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 


