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I WAS JUST THINKING:    I can’t believe how old people my age are.  

 

EDITOR’S RANT:   
 I, for one, am looking forward to our club’s Election Night on May 

8th, not only because it will be a fun and perhaps frightening 
evening, but also because I am showing some symptoms of 
political fatigue. It started with the nightly news. It always does. 
First came a series of disturbing reports of flagrant abuses in 
marginal countries where democracy is still on the populations’ 
wish list or they are being hijacked by some dictator. Then came 
news of more established democracies descending into chaos 
because of special interest groups and a general lack of common 
will to preserve the institution. The UK comes to mind as they bob 
along toward Brexit without any real idea what that will mean but 
unwilling to even consider another look at the process that got 
them to this point. If Quebec can keep having referendums until 
they get the result they like, then why not the UK. Just as there 
was a great deal of misinformation during referendum times in La 
Belle Provence (e.g. that Quebec was carrying the rest of the 
country on its back financially and separation would lead to 
immediate untold prosperity.) There is ample evidence that 
despite reassurances during the campaign two years ago, the UK 
could be headed for some very tough times as it is cut loose from 
the continent and set adrift.  Forget Venezuela. Forget Brazil. 
Forget the Philippines. Focus on North America for a minute while 
you can. I had to give up awakening to the morning news on the 
radio. I found I was upset all day, unable to digest the chaos,  



Rant cont’d.  
and the insanity that our neighbours are experiencing south of our border. Politicians are 
not expected to keep most of their promises. Overpromising what they think the electorate 
wants to hear is what they do. But it appears that there is some sort of internal competition 
in the American leadership for the past couple of years that goes far beyond that. Truth 
has become a scary, even a dirty word, not just among the politicians but many, if not 
most of the media. It has become so hard to tell lies from truth that every piece of 
information is now suspect. The social media is partly to blame. They thrive on 
misinformation. The politicians are far from blameless but some have abandoned all 
common sense and common decency.  Might the pendulum begin to swing back closer to 
reason in two short years? I wouldn`t bet the farm on it, if I had one. 

We just went through an election here in Alberta where truth was also suspect. The 
incumbents spent most of their energy questioning the morality of their main adversary 
rather than clearly defining and presenting solutions to the problems that were concerning 
their constituents. There was certainly enough dirt on the UCP to make  for some juicy 
fear mongering, but Mr. Kenny resisted the worst of the taunts and rightly won the 
election. That doesn`t mean he is not a politician or that he will keep his promises. There 
are some of his promises I am hoping he won`t keep. There are some pretty odd people 
with some distasteful philosophies in his new caucus and I hope they will be kept on the 
back benches. At the time of this writing that remains an unknown. The joy Mr. Kenny 
finds in his self-described ``Bromance`` with Ontario`s Doug Ford is more than a little 
disturbing. I have been a conservative most of my life but Jason and the UCP have some 
ultra-right tendencies that make me very uncomfortable. Of course, Ms. Notley did have 
some pretty far out lefties in her camp. As for me, radicals can raise my anxiety level 
regardless of their stripe. Will sanity and common sense prevail over extreme ideology 
before it’s too late?  Will we see a swing leaning just a bit toward the centre of the true 
Progressive Conservatives from Peter Lougheed`s day?   

After next Wednesday, we’ll have only a short recovery respite until the Feds begin 
knocking on our  doors. For those who bought the `Sunny Ways` idea this past year or so 
have been painful.  

I admit I am a political junkie. I am afraid I may have to go into rehab after our club`s 
election next week, but how?  Even TV’s ``The Simpsons`` has moved into Canadian 
political waters as of last Sunday evening. I wouldn`t drink their water either.  

 

Now THAT’S a rant! 



 

LAST MEETING:  Car Rally April 27th 
 
The Rally that never was didn’t take place on 
April 27th. Although the roads were clear by 
shorty after noon, morning snow threatened 
treacherous driving conditions so the decision 
was made by the Rally chairman to cancel the 
driving in the interest of safety. We did, however, 
have a fine meeting, dinner and all around fun 
mixed affair and  Smiley’s Restaurant at the     
intended post-Rally time of 5:0- 8:00 PM.       
President Rick Craddock, fresh from a warm 
southern winter, retook the chair and called for 
various committee reports which will be covered        
elsewhere in this bulletin.  A round of applause 
went out to Ted Ewanchuk. He has endured a 
number of setbacks planning this Rally Day   
starting with the original Rally founder, Jim 
Copeland,  resigning from the club. including his 
number 2,  Terry Bajer suffering a broken leg, 
and finishing with being nose thumbed by the 
weather man. Thanks, Ted. It was a fun and 
crash-free event.  

 
  



 

NEW MEMBER APPLICATION: 
Bruce Copeland has been nominated by Garry Jones. Bruce is retired and lives at 82 
Glencoe Place in Sherwood Park with his wife, Gayla. I asked Bruce for some more details 
so that members could get to know him better and the following is what he submitted. 
Thanks, Bruce. 

 
I am a real estate appraiser by profession and was a part of an independent Real Estate 
Appraisal company in London Ontario. I moved to Edmonton from London Ontario in 1982 
as a result of a job transfer with the Mortgage Insurance Co. of Canada. In 1992 I joined the 
Federal Government Department of Public Works as a Real Estate Advisor, working in 
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta, the Northwest Territories and Nunavut. Some of 
the major projects included the acquisition of Ranch land for creation of Grasslands Nation-
al Park in Saskatchewan, acquiring land in Cambridge Bay, Nunavut for the Canadian High 
Arctic Research Centre and the sale of Community Pasture lands in Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba. 
 
At the time of the move to Edmonton I was the immediate past president of the Kinsmen 
Club of London. Upon arriving in Edmonton I joined the Kinsmen Club of Edmonton, and 
am currently active in  the Edmonton K-40 Club. As part of, KInsmen I was the Chairman  of 
the Kinsmen Park Management Committee for a term of 3 years. 
I am a member of the Sherwood park Old timers Club and volunteer at the Sherwood Park 
Food Bank. 
 
I am currently an active member of Strathcona Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, and al-
so a member of the Royal Arch a masonic concordant group. 
 
In the past I have been very active in Old timers hockey and Slo Pitch Baseball for many 
years as a participant but have recently retired for health reasons. 
. 
My wife, Gayla Peterson and I, have been together since 2001. She has three grown chil-
dren, three grown grand children and one great grandson 7 years old. I have two grown 
children a 24 year old step granddaughter (married) and an 11 year old granddaughter. 
 
Hobbies include playing golf, cards, fishing and reading and travelling. 



aging gyros 
 MAY all 4 Gyros who can claim to be born in the 5th month of 

the year enjoy a birthday celebration befitting the occasion. 
When you get to be our age, celebrations of longevity are ever 
more noteworthy. Well done, guys. Keep up the good work. 

George Skrepnek (3rd); Jim Malott (5th); George Ward (8th);  

Lloyd Wilson (15th). 



AUCTION NIGHT   May 22nd         
That’s  ONLY A MONTH AWAY!! 
Have you done it yet? Have you let Lawrence 
Zalasky know what you will be putting up for 
auction in just 3 weeks? By Auction time you 
will be putting away your snow shovels (that’s right—this 
isn’t Calgary) getting ready to plant your gardens in a cou-
ple of days and watching hockey teams that are not the Oil-
ers sweat it out in the playoffs again. Be prepared. Call, 
text, e-mail or send a singing telegram to Lawrence right 
now and check that contact off you’re your to-do list. You’ll 
be glad you did and so will Lawrence.  

REMEMBER, SATURDAY, MAY 4TH IS  NIBBLE NIGHT! 
If you haven’t called Ann Ward,  annward@shaw.ca  yet it’s not too late. This    
stellar opportunity to reap the benefits of Gyro friendship only comes twice a year. 
Don’t miss out. You can host or be a guest—your choice. 



HOLLYWOOD - BEHIND THE  SCENES 

 

 

Schematic showing how “Bruce” the animatronic shark created for “Jaws”  by special effects 
artist Robert A. Mattey was controlled during the film. 

             Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall in Key Largo                                                                     



Let Ken Lesniak kencarol@telusplanet.net know your attendance intentions right away. 
This meeting is coming up fast the the GCCC needs a head count. (no need for a body 
count—there’s no partisanship in this election).  

 
 

HEALTH AND WELARE REPORT: 
There may a bit less to report on the H&W scene.  Those who were no doing well are now 
doing better and some report full recovery much to our relief.  

Terry Bajer’s  broken ankle is preventing him from pursuing his long time dream of      
May-Pole vaulting. However, so far he has evaded fracturing anything else.  

Bill Carter’s health appears to be gradually improving. He and Jeanne were out to visit 
the Kleebaums on the weekend. They and their daughter, Janet, enjoyed their trip to   
Vancouver to visit son and immediate family. Some doctor appointments and tests are 
coming up shortly. 

Rick Lemieux was on a ladder pressure washing his house siding a few days ago when 
disaster struck . He fell off the ladder, sprained his right wrist and broke his left collar bone.  
Ouch!   

Many thanks to our diligent reporter, Don Greig, for digging up all the H&W news that’s fit 
to print.  

 

 

NEXT MEETING: Election Night May 8th 
Still showing the waning symptoms of election fever? The cure is at hand. Show up at the 
GCCC on May 8th at 6:00PM for some fun food and a hand in determining the club’s      
future. We currently have sufficient candidates to fill all vacancies but I suspect come the 
8th there will be more hats in the ring and the fun will intensify.  

Here is the current slate: Past President: Richard Craddick; President: Allan Bleiken; Vice 
President: Ted Ewanchuk: Treasurer: Erik Braun; Secretary: Ray Davis; Directors: Roger 
Delveaux, Brian Wolfe, Ian Ballentyne. George Ward will complete a second year as a    
director.  

Club administrator:  John Williams; Bulletin Editor: Scott Brisbin 



 

           PICS FROM THE PAST 

                  World Heavyweight Champion Jack Johnson vs Robot    C 1910 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 
 

                       RUBBERNECK: What you do to relax your wife 
 
 
.  



DID YOU KNOW? 

 

And we’re doing this because?.... 



 

 

 

   

AH, SPRINGTIME IN ALBERTA 

       



THE GOOD OL’ HOCKEY GAME 

 

 
       

 

        



THOSE WERE THE DAYS 
 

         

 

 

 

         

                   Hmmmm... 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

        

 

 

                     Sorry 



MEANWHILE IN ALBERTA 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

Apparently in the Algarve     
region of Portugal, they        
routinely make fun of Brit     
vacationers wearing socks with 
their sandals. The head caption 
translates more or less as 
"Effectiveness of contraception 
methods” 

 

 

 

 



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

          

  

 

   



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

 

 

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

 
           

 
 

 

 



 

 

And remember...GYRO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION,  RENO, NEVADA,  JUNE 2-6TH 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 

                      Maybe a fun Gyro project for next year’s Farmer’s Market?  


