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I WAS JUST THINKING: April Fool's Day is the one day of the year 
when people critically evaluate news articles before accepting them as 
true. 

EDITOR’S RANT:   
 As I write this I am the warmest I have been in eight months. 

Obviously I am not in Trudeauland. I am in Las Vegas, 
Trumpland. We are visiting our daughter and son-in-law. I know 
it’s Trumpland because the airport roads and the highways are all 
closed or almost so. The Donald and his Pence are here to raise 
funds after inspecting the start of “The Wall` yesterday. My 
intention is to decompress after intense news consumption, both 
foreign and domestic for far too long. I will only watch hockey on 
TV, I will not listen to the radio. I will not read a newspaper. Since 
I am in Vegas, I will gamble that the world will not come to an end 
in the next 10 days. We have no agenda, no ``must see or do`s``,  
no obligations. We voted a week ago, so we have fulfilled our 
civic duty until the fall. Despite the world`s efforts to the contrary, 
life is good. 

Next week we will move on to California to drink wine with one of 
our favourite couples, Vince and Diana Zuccaro. We have known 
them for over half a century. Vince and I were classmates and 
have remained closer than the miles that separated us for all 
those decades. Even when I swear off politics, some diplomatic 
challenges remain. The first round of the playoffs see the Golden 
Knights playing the Sharks. Vince was the Sharks team eye doc 
for many years and I will have to change hats when we are  



Rant cont’d.  
  under his roof.  

It occurs to me that politics would be much better everywhere if players who beat the crap 
our of each other and then lied and complained about ``fake`referees``got a game mis-
conduct. If they did it again they would be out for the season. If their lack of morality and 
competence persisted they would receive a lifetime ban without pension. Of course before 
long we would have no leaders to govern us. Hmmmm.   

 

 

 



 

LAST MEETING:  Membership promotion/Speaker  April 10th 
Since your editor was out of the country on April 10th, Allan Bleiken kindly stood in 
and submitted the following meeting report: 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00. 
 
Roger Delveaux led off with the Gyro song.  Followed by the Toast to the Queen 
by Paul West.  Peter Elzinga, Nester Chomik, and Garry Jones, introduced their 
guests.  Al Bleiken gave the St. Francis of Assisi Grace, and dinner was served. 
 
Following dinner, Al Bleiken gave a report from Rick Craddock, in which he ad-
vised: 
 

Ken Lesniak is handling the nominations for the new executive. 
 

Rikke Dootjes has organized a revival of the Past President’s Dinner, which will 
be brought to the club for further discussion on future subsidies. 
 

Rikke has proposed the club implement a new Gyro of the Year award, which is 
to be reviewed by the club. 
 

Bernie Kropp and Jim Mallott have agreed to co-chair the District Convention in 
Drumheller on May 24-26 this year. 
 

John Williams is updating the revisions regarding new membership. 
 

Lawrence Zaleski is chairing Auction Night and it is important for all members to 
advise Laurence of their donations. 
 

The club will be discussing a suggestion of inviting sons/stepsons/grandchildren 
as well as past members to attend special meetings providing there is no 
cost to the club. 

 
President Rick Craddock advised that he will be returning home on April 17th and 
is looking forward to future Gyro events. 

 



April 10th meeting report contd. 
Don Greig advised there was not a lot of new information regarding health and wellness 
but did provide an update on current members. 
 
Bernie Kropp reviewed the club’s obligation to the District Convention and requested   
information as to what members were planning to attend, so that the Bocce tournament 
can be organized.  Members were requested to advise Bernie as to whether they will be 
attending the Convention. 
 
Ken Lesniak advised that several members have volunteered to serve on the next 
Board and that additional members were required to serve as directors.  Members were 
requested to advise Ken if they would be interested to serve on the Board. 
 
The 50-50 draw was held, and Gary Kleebaum went home with $75. 
 
Ted Ewanchuk provided an overview of the Car Rally, to be held on April 27th, and       
requested that those members who wanted to participate, should get in touch with him. 
 
Rick O’Donnell, who arranged for the guest speaker 
was unable to attend the meeting because of business         
commitments, and therefore, Al Bleiken introduced the 
guest speaker – Mr. Barry Holland  Mr. Holland has an    
extensive history of involvement in international              
counter-insurgency and other areas of security services.  
He gave a thought-provoking video presentation on how        
citizens can protect themselves, their family, and their 
property, and has written a book titled “No more Mr. Nice
-guy”, which has been presented to many organizations 
and   widely circulated within the legal and police        
services.  Following his presentation, a draw was held for 
two of his books, which were won by Ray Davis and Sid 
Slade. Following the presentation, several questions 
were asked by the members.  Given the unfortunate I  
ncrease in domestic violence, this was a timely and     
important presentation. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:30. 
 
Allan Bleiken, Vice President 



aging gyros 
 Word has it that there are four Gyros who entered this world 

less than 30 days after April Fools Day. That’s cutting it foolishly 
close.  

Jeff Mallot (4th); Les Bellan (5th); Scott Brisbin (9th);  

Peter Elzinga (16th) 

           Except for Mr. Mallot the younger, of course...HE knows where his eggs are. 



AUCTION NIGHT   May 22nd         
That’s  ONLY A MONTH AWAY!! 
Have you done it yet? Have you let Lawrence 
Zalasky know what you will be putting up for 
auction next month? By Auction time you will 
be putting away your snow shovels (that’s right—this isn’t 
Calgary) getting ready to plant your gardens in a couple of 
days and watching hockey teams that are not the Oilers 
sweat it out in the playoffs again. Be prepared. Call, text,    
e-mail or send a singing telegram to Lawrence right now 
and check that contact off you’re your to-do list. You’ll be 
glad you did and so will Lawrence.  

REMEMBER, SATURDAY, MAY 4TH IS  NIBBLE NIGHT! 
If you haven’t called Ann Ward,  annward@shaw.ca  yet it’s not too late. This    
stellar opportunity to reap the benefits of Gyro friendship only comes twice a year. 
Don’t miss out. You can host or be a guest—your choice. 



HOLLYWOOD - BEHIND THE  SCENES 

 

 

      Roddy McDowell on a smoke break during filming of Planet of the Apes 

   Kids who were the voices of Peanuts characters 



AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT: Election Night May 8th 
Come on out for a refreshing change in election frenzy. There will be no serious attack ads, 
no PAC funds over $2.00, and guaranteed no Kamikaze campaigns or long knives—just 
good old democracy in action. Where else in the world can you find that today? Join your 
fellow Gyros in the annual sport we call election night. Besides, the schedule published in 
September promised “activity afterwards”. This could mean a lot of things. Come and find 
out! Ken Lesniak is the head honcho for this one ably supported by Rick Craddock who,   
if he plays his cards right might be voted in as immediate past president.  

 
HEALTH AND WELARE REPORT: 
It appears that our walking wounded are walking better day by day, and reports on  those 
undergoing various treatments continue to be positive. In other words this list is still just 
about as long but not as intense.  

*This just in: Terry Bajer broke his ankle while workin on his patio deck. No news yet on 
whether he will need a pin to properly set the ankle.  

Bill Carter’s situation remains pretty much unchanged. They are going to visit family in 
Vancouver around Easter. 

NEXT MEETING: Car Rally April 27th 
Last year produced sufficient fun and a total lack of fatalities that we decided to do it again.  

Its 2 guys and 2 gals per car, none of whom are married to each other in order to prevent 
any chance of precipitating marital strife. Written instructions and maps will be provided at 
the starting line and, Good Lord willing, all will end up at a destination to be revealed at the 
starting line for some beverages, food, fun and prizes. Non- participants can join in the 
post rally fun. The finish line location will be posted on line after the drivers are off and   
running.  

Contact Ted Ewanchuk tewanchu@shaw.ca  if you want to participate in or after the Rally. 

Sad news from the Edmonton club— Long time member, Gord Robertson,  passed  

away at the age of 93. We all sang Happy Birthday to him at the Bocci night in October.  



 

PICS FROM THE PAST 

                                Girl from Canada  C 1900 



GYRETTE GIGGLES  

 

 
 

      

   Betty White reading Fifty Shades of Grey 

                      (Large Print Edition) 

A blonde man is in the bathroom and his wife shouts: "Did you find the shampoo?" 
  
He answers, "Yes, but I'm not sure what to do... it's for dry hair, and I've just wet mine." 



Hmmmm... 

 

   

                     The last April Fools joke of the year 



DID YOU KNOW? 

 



 

 

 

   

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 

       



THE GOOD OL’ HOCKEY GAME 

 

 
       

 

      



THOSE WERE THE DAYS 
 

         

 

 

 

         



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

        

 

 



MEANWHILE IN ALBERTA 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

        

  

 

   



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Awww…. 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

 
           

 
 

 

 

Politician:  Someone who shakes your hand before 
elections and your confidence  later. 



THE FOOD PAGE:   Vegan vs Carnivour 
 

 



    

TIS THE SEASON 

 Yup. Spring is just around the corner. 

      - - - - -> 



 

 

And remember...GYRO INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION,  RENO, NEVADA,  JUNE 2-6TH 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 


