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I WAS JUST THINKING: They should announce a sequel to Groundhog 
Day and then just re-release the original. 

EDITOR’S RANT:   
   For some reason I have always been fascinated by words. I love 

stories. I love clever or catchy sayings. I even enjoy puns. I love 
putting together words in any sort of writing – poetry, prose, it 
doesn’t matter. 

Many are amazed that I don’t read much. I never have. I scored in 
the top 10 percent in English 101 at the University of Manitoba and 
never read a book. I listened in lectures and tuned in on what the 
professor wanted fed back to him. For many years I could list on 2 
hands the total number of novels I had ever read. I even placed 
second in a high school book report contest reviewing a book that 
didn’t exist. I was relieved.  Had I placed first, MY report would 
have joined other high schools’ winners in a city wide contest and 
someone was bound to have checked. 

Reading exhausts me. I never really understood why until I started 
my optometric education and it was quickly discovered that I had a 
significant problem coordinating the movement of my two eyes 
when viewing close work. I was placed on a program of “Binocular 
Vision Therapy” which strengthened my extraocular eye muscles. 
However, although I gained impressive conscious control over 
those muscles, the program was unsuccessful in transferring that 
ability to my subconscious. I continued to find reading very hard 
work and struggled to keep from seeing double, reverting to  



Rant cont’d. 
reading with one eye after a couple of pages. Reading for recreation still eludes me as I 
have needed all my energy to plough through the professional papers, journal articles etc. 
necessary to stay current in my profession. I am consoled by the knowledge that many 
famous leaders of the past including several US presidents (I exclude the present one who 
I suspect doesn’t read for other reasons) and business tycoons had a similar problem. 
Many had to have their required reading read to them by either their spouse or secretary. 
Today there are much more successful Vision Therapy techniques than were available 
when I needed them. I am an old dog who either can’t or is unwilling to learn this new trick!   

Why am I putting this down in a Gyro rant? Perhaps to raise awareness that if any of your 
grandchildren are still in school and struggling to read, I implore you to get their vision 
checked and ask the doctor specifically about their binocular and perceptual vision. If you 
don’t get a thorough answer look further for someone who can give you one.  20/20 vision 
is not good enough. I and many thousands of youngsters passed the school vision 
screenings with ease. I could read a chart even beyond the 20/20 line. I could also read 
print up close, but screenings don’t measure the effort it takes to do that. In fact, statistics 
showed that most of those who failed the screening were at the top of the class. They were 
the bookworms who were near sighted and spent even less effort than normal to focus 
close up. They loved to read. Reading music or words for any length of time ended in 
exhaustion for me. I thought it was normal. So did my parents. I was fortunate that I had 
fine auditory skills and could compensate for the vision deficit. Most people get about 80% 
of their learning through their visual system. I get about 20%. The sad thing is that as we 
age, our hearing starts to go. But then again, so does our vision. Now I wear glasses and 
hearing aides - when I can remember them. 

 



  

   

LINGUISTIC LAUGHS AND GRAMATICAL GAFFES 



LAST MEETING:  Darts 
Ted Ewanchuk sent in the following report  on the January 16th Darts Night at the GCCC.  
The new format was well received and our thanks go yo Ted and Bruce Schelske for a fun 
and well organized evening. 

We had 24 follow Gyros in attendance.  Due to illness the number was lower than ex-
pected.  The one invited guest was not able to attend due to the passing of his wife; our 
deepest condolences. 

 Bruce and myself thought it might be faster to play teams rather than singles which we 
thought would result in faster play. The format was single knock out plus the highest scor-
ing losing team from the previous round advancing. Teams were assembled as members 
arrived and started play before dinner. Play continued after dinner until winners were de-
clared at around 9:30 pm.  The final pitted the powerhouse team of Ray Davis and John 
Evans against the equally powerful Art Merrick and Al Gordon; with Ray and John being 
victorious.  The winners each received a bottle of wine plus the beautiful trophy. 

 I believe the format was successful and that members enjoyed their matches. 

    And the “Champigeons” are (L->R): John Evans and Ray Davis 



 

Hmmm... 

                       I wanna find this bar! 



 

NEXT MEETING: Special Guest Speaker, February 13th 
We are in for a treat, gentlemen. Our very own Allan Bleiken is going to teach us 
everything we wanted to know about international and domestic terrorism but were 
afraid to ask (just in case we were asking a well disguised terrorist). Allen has been 
thoroughly vetted and is indeed on our side. So come to the GCCC at 6:13 PM on the 13th.  
Knock 4 times on the open door’s frame and say Scott sent you. You’ll be glad you did.   

 

AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT: Poker Night  March 6th 
“Shuffle up and Deal!” That will be the battle cry at the GCCC on Wednesday, March 6th. 
This always promises to be a fun evening and no doubt it will keep its promise again this 
year.  To be safe, bring $20 with you and you may get something back even before the fun 
begins. John Williams and his able assistant Gary Kleebaum will be the organizers for 
this event. Please contact them now, before your memory fails you.  

 
 

It appears that only one pre-Gyro baby was born in February.  

The winner in this one man race is Rikke Dootjes, born on 
February 24th.  

Party on, Rikke. We’re with you even when you’re alone. 

 

 

AGING GYROS     

 



 
NEW MEMBER  Second Notice: 
Rick Lemieux has been proposed for membership by his sponsor, Bruce Schelske. 

It was with shock and sorrow that we learned at the last meeting about the passing of 
Rick’s wife, Wendy. Several of us have contacted Rick in official and unofficial capacities to 
express our condolences. It is hoped that once his life begins to return to some semblance 
of normal, albeit a new normal,  Rick will complete the process of becoming a member of 
our club. Meanwhile our hearts go out to him and his family. 

 

 



GYRETTE GIGGLES 
The new year seemed like the logical time to add a special amusement page aimed at 
the feminine branch of the Gyro family tree. As I troll for material in the coming 
months I will keep an eye out for funnies that might specifically appeal to our 
Gyrettes. Living dangerously is how I roll. 

      

             HINT:  Maybe a Valentines Day gift idea, guys? 

 

 
 



FOOD FUNNIES 

 

          Ultimate simplicity cuisine 



      

EYE SEE 

 



 

 

 

   

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 

      



        

This list of wounded seems to grow by the month. Don Grieg submitted the following 
report: 
 

Jack Beattie: I think I can say that Jack has recovered fully from his recent hip replacement surgery 
and rehab. He was at our last meeting and looking forward to being in sunny Arizona enjoying the 
sunshine and few rounds of golf. Take care Jack and see you back in April. 

Bill Carter: Bill is still in hospital but is progressing to the point of being able to walk with the aid of 
a walker. In fact, if his progress continues it is looking like he will be released from hospital in the 
very near future. Bill likes to have visitors especially those who have money for crib. BREAKING 
NEWS UPDATE: Jeanne has great news to report. Bill was released from hospital on Thursday and is 
now home.  

Les Bellan: Les just recently had a check up with his doctor which went well. He is on a cycle of 21 
days on chemo and 7 days off. He is feeling well and was out at our last meeting; darts. Les is 
involved with a group of 5 Sherwood Park residents with the same type of cancer and who get 
together for lunch and act as a support group. 

Carol Lesniak: Carol was taken off her chemo regime for a period of about 3 or 4 months sometime 
in December. This resulted in Carol and Ken being able to travel and enjoy the sunny warm weather 
in Cuba.  

Dawn Williams: Dawn had knee replacement surgery in early January and is now managing to 
walk a little bit without the aid of a walker. She does have a bit of pain but is now on a new 
medication which should alleviate some of the issues she was experiencing with previous 
medications.  

Earl Korber: Earl just recently had knee replacement surgery. He is gradually walking with the aid of 
a walker but has been told not to over do it. Earl is in great spirits and would enjoy a visit along 
with a game of crib. 

Audrey Zmurchuk: Audrey last week had right hip replacement surgery and is now at home resting 
with a bit of pain, which Audrey says is different than her last surgery 7 years ago. We wish Audrey 
our best wishes for a speedy recovery. 

Jan Bradley: On January 28th, Jan had hip replacement surgery in Palm Springs. As Jan reported 
later in the day on the 28th her surgery was at 8:40 am and by noon she was being driven back 
home. Hip surgery in the States is quite different than in Canada as the surgery does not invade the 
muscle in the hip area. We wish you a speedy recovery Jan and enjoy the warm weather in Palm 
Springs. 

Wendy LeMieux: It is with sadness that I report the recent sudden passing of Wendy, wife of Rick 
LeMieux a proposed new member of our club. Our deepest sympathy to Rick and his family. 

Please phone or visit these members as I know they appreciate the contact from their friends in the 
club.  

HEALTH AND WELFARE 



“WHY ARE WE NOT FUNDING THIS?” Dept. 

       

 



THOSE WERE THE DAYS 

 

    

 

“The seats go fully down. You can sleep in it!” 

That was my Father’s sales pitch to the family. 

 



JUST A BIT BEFORE MY TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

          Tram       Bristol, England 1900                    Just like Via Rail today !! 

               Camper    19th century style 

 

                            England  1860 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

   

        Well, in Newfoundland, anyway 

 

 

      Exploding pizza or Canadian bacon? 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

        

  

 

   



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

        

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

       

 
 

 

 



 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 


