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I WAS JUST THINKING: Sometimes I like living in the past.                       
 

EDITOR’S RANT:   
 There’s snow business like show business crossed my mind as I 
drove my grandson to the Citadel Theatre. Will is performing as 
Nigel in “Matilda”, one of the theatre’s major productions for this 
season. It was snowing and we had been locked in the grip of a 
seemingly endless “Arctic Vortex” for weeks. We have not been 
able to mock Toronto or Winnipeg for some time now. Their cold 
snap snapped just as ours began!  

We can take a small amount of comfort in the TV images of 
Vancouverites shivering in below freezing temperatures and 
enough snow to bring the city to its knees – almost 10 
centimetres! Starbucks deprived people are house bound and 
afraid they will run out of food and wine because they live at the 
top of a block that has a hill. The blossoms are hidden under a 
blanket of a mysterious white substance and the perfumed air has 
been replaced by exhaust fumes as motorists pointlessly spin their 
tires at high speeds in the hope that they can frighten the ice they 
created on the road into letting them proceed. I have no pity for 
the west coast inhabitants. They had sunshine and flowers just 
days ago. Spring interuptus is the price they are paying for 
instagramming their seasonal superiority to the rest of the country.  

Ottawa is a different story. After suffering a rare but brutal family of 
tornadoes a month or so ago, they have been hit by weather that  

 It’s where I grew up. 



Rant cont’d.  

NEXT MEETING: Poker Night March 6th 
Come on out and lose your money. It’s probably preferable to losing your marbles. In fact , 
you just might go home with more money than you came with if lady luck decides to perch 
on your shoulder. If the poker parrot poops on your shoulder, well at least you have your 
dignity. 6:00 is libation time. Dinner is at 7:00. Then it’s time to let the chips fall where they 
may. It’ll cost you $10 for a mitt full of chips. John Williams or Gary Kleebaum will be 
making the exchanges at the door. Contact one of them NOW to reserve a seat at the 
winners’ table. 

we only expect in places like Baffin Island or 
Newfoundland. High winds heavy drifting snow and 
temperatures dipping below -30C were barely moderated 
by the hot air coming from Parliament Hill or the hot water 
that Justin and his Liberals are in right now. Nobody is 
talking about global warming around here. It’s all about 
climate change – a much safer all-season term to bitch 
about the weather, whatever it is.  

Meanwhile, if you haven’t seen Matilda, running at the 
Citadel’s Shoctor Theatre February19th to March 17th, 
book a couple of seats before they’re all gone. It’s one pf 
the best musical productions I have seen in live theatre 
and my bum has sat in seats from Broadway to the 
London Stage. It is a Canadian production of the multiple 
Tony award winning Broadway show that just finished a 
run in Winnipeg with some of the cast travelling on to Edmonton. It kind of takes me back 
to my school days way back in the mists of time. That’s not just a proud grandpa talking. 

Thought for the day: “We have probed the earth, excavated it, burned it , 
ripped things from it, buried things in it, chopped down its forests, 
leveled its hills, muddied its waters and dirtied its air. That does not fit my 
definition of a good tenant. If we were here on a month-to-month basis, 
we would have been evicted long ago.” - Rose Bird, Chief Justice of 
California Supreme Court (1936-1999) 



LAST MEETING:  The Terrorism Talk 
On February 13th a bunch of the boys were gathered at the 
GCCC, shivering, not from the eager anticipation of that 
evening’s guest speaker topic, but because they had been chilled to the bone just making 
their way to the venue. After a fine meal and some heat giving libation we were treated to a 
most educational talk by our own Vice President, Allan Bleiken. Allan has given this talk to 
other audiences and I, for one, had felt a bit deprived when I realized  we had not been on 
his tour schedule.  
The tactic of  terrorism is not new. It spans the history of mankind over the millennia. But just 
as our population has grown to occupy more and more of the earth's surface, this dark trait 
that haunts our species has an ever more concerning impact. In the past, the terrorist tactics 
were carried out successively using clubs, arrows, swords, bullets, and heavy explosive/
chemical/microbial  arms. The impact was local to begin with but grew in scope as empires 
formed and fell. The two world wars we have experienced so far don’t seem to have altered 
what may be in our genes—the ability to impose terrible suffering and death on our fellow 
humans in the name of beliefs we hold, be they religious or political. Hate seems to be 
something we can’t erase from our mass psyche and hate can justify almost any action, no 
matter now horrible it might be. So with the explosion of technology that characterises our 
current world, global terrorism is something we need to at least acknowledge and understand 
if we are to have any hope of preventing it from being the cause of our species’ destruction. 
Allan gave us an excellent quick course on the history, cause  and current reality of global 
terrorism. He included with his meeting report he mailed to all members a few days ago an 
attachment of his speakers notes. It is filled with statistics that can frighten or strengthen our 
resolve to make sure we do all we can to alter the path mankind appears to be on. If we 
needed any final jolt to make us pay attention to our offspring’s future it was a quote from 
Albert Einstein. “I don’t know what weapons will be used in World War 3, but the weapons 
used in World War 4 will be sticks and stones.” 

Thanks, Allan for a most enlightening evening. 

 



 

Hmmm... 

                     The famous Barlow twins 



                  

 

PICS FROM THE PAST 

The quintessential pic of the 20th century 

And the original participants—amazing! 

      William Boyd   aka Hopalong Cassidy  (and Topper in the trailer?) 

      Macy’s mail order room , December 1942 



GYRETTE GIGGLES - Sensible shoes are boring! 

 

 
 

  



CREATIVE SHOES FOR MEN 

 



FOOD FUNNIES 

 

 

       
       

       
       

       



      

EYE SEE 

 



 

 

 

   

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 

      



        

Contrary to the last bulletin’s report, it Appears that the list of wounded has nopt grown 
over the past few weeks and indeed, may have shrunk.  
Jack Beattie is now officially on the “recovered” list.  
Les Bellan’s status remains hopeful and stable, as does Carol Lesniak (fresh from a 
couple of weeks in Cuba with husband Ken). 
Dawn Williams is doing better following her knee replacement although the journey to 
complete recovery is still ahead.  
Earl Korber is coping better following his knee surgery, despite being unable to tolerate 
most pain medications. 
Audrey Zmurchuk is recovering from her hip replacement surgery.  
Jan Bradley, who had a hip replacement surgery in Palm Springs. We await a 
comparative analysis of the surgical techniques and outcomes on both sides of the border 
since we seem to have a good sample of joint procedures to work with.  
We can’t say we feel your pain but we are certainly full of empathy.  
 
The Bill Carter story continues to brighten. He is out of hospital, in good spirits and 
intends to be our auctioneer for the Gyro Auction in April. It was noted at our February 13th 
meeting that much of the good news is because of Jeanne’s strong and steadfast 
advocacy with the system on Bill’s behalf . She did not accept the advice to place him in 
palliative care and instead recalled his original gamma ray team of doctors who changed 
the diagnosis to fluid rather than tumor as the cause of his current situation and put him on 
steroids which have had remarkable success. Bill and Earl have both indicated that 
Cribbage opponnts are welcome in their homes. 
 
We are please to note that Rick Lemieux attended our meeting on February 13th and 
received the personal expressions of sympathy regarding the passing of his wife, Wendy. 
 
One note of specific concern came from Art Merrick  when He informed us that his wife, 
Judy Taylor had had a bit of a setback. A spot was discovered in her one remaining lung. 
It was noted early and she remains positive. We will continue to do all we can to pull you 
through this with all the positive energy we can send your way, Judy. 
 

 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 



THE GOOD OL’ HOCKEY GAME 

 

 
       

 

 

  Maybe we should have traded Talbot for this guy!  

                        Said NO Oiler about McDavid    



THOSE WERE THE DAYS 

 

    

 

 

         Sadly, mine passed away, so I  buried it in the garden 

         with my other departed pets. 

The way to get at SPAM wen it was just a            
questionable meat product 



JUST A BIT BEFORE MY TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Japanese war tubas, huge acoustic horn listening device's. Used to detect sound of incoming aircraft before 
radar was in common use. 

                 Fishmonger    Bristol       1910 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

     

 

   

 

 

Poking a dragon’s eye out with a chopstick on Chinese New Year, Justin?  Cool or not cool? 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

        

  

 

   



 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

 

   



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

         

 
 

 

 

                    Did you hear that William Shatner came out with a line of 
upscale women’s undergarments? 

                     It was a miserable failure. It seems no woman would buy 
underpants called “Shatner Panties”. 



 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 


