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I WAS JUST THINKING: When people ask me where I see myself in a year, I 

guess they assume, because of my profession, that I have 2020 vision. 

EDITOR’S RANT:   

   It is my hope that in twelve months we can look back and say 

“Wow! What a year! Who would have guessed we could have 

survived that but here we are – still standing! Every year has a 

somewhat roller coaster topography but I suspect that 2018 was 

just a preliminary to the main event. There are a lot of questions 

that will be answered by the end of 2019: 

* Will Canada build a snow wall at the US boarder? (Pragmatic 

note: the bulk of spendthrift American tourists cross between 

May and October)) 

* Will Canada get unemployed US government workers to help 

build it or will those 800,000 people be back on the payroll? 

* Will Donald Trump sneak across the Mexican border to see how 

it feels to be an illegal immigrant? 

* Will the entire population of Honduras, in a circling mass form a 

deadly caravan to test the wall, increasing the number of 

viscious rapists, murderers, pedophiles, drug dealers and 

baseball players in America by a whopping .0001%? 

* Will France change its flag to look like a yellow vest? 

* Will Justin Trudeau be teaching school again? 

* Will Andrew Scheer be as cuddly as he looks? 

* Will Rachel Notley be Justin’s Principal? 

 



Rant cont’d. 

  * Will Jason Kenny and his good bud Doug Ford decide to approach best bud Donald 

Trump about joining “America The Great Again”? 

* Will Jagmeet Singh form his own party like Maxime Bernier did? 

* Will Kim Jong-un Play Donald Trump again? Will Donald realize it this time and launch 

hostile tweets? 

* Will the signal system of the Edmonton’s LRT work out its problems? 

* Will the Oilers find consistent motivation and a GM? 

* Will China release some of the Canadian trade delegations that have been held with-

out charge throughout the year? 

* Will Peter Elzinga admit he really did know how too play cribbage last year? 

I am sure there are more questions that will be resolved, but I am just as sure their 

space will be filled by other equally troubling mysteries. Thankfully,  all will become 

clear when we ring in 2020. 

 

 

 IN 2020 WE’RE GOING TO HAVE AN ENTIRE YEAR OF BAD PUNS ABOUT VISION 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.all-free-download.com%2Fimages%2Fgraphicthumb%2Fnight_fireworks_elements_vector_background_579511.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fall-free-download.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fvector-transparent-background-firew
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.all-free-download.com%2Fimages%2Fgraphicthumb%2Fnight_fireworks_elements_vector_background_579511.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fall-free-download.com%2Ffree-vector%2Fvector-transparent-background-firew
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F12%2FDrunken-Christmas-Funny-Clipart-1.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2F25-most-funny-christmas-pictures-and-photos%2F&docid=W3YZRDf3xe2xKM&t
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F12%2FDrunken-Christmas-Funny-Clipart-1.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2F25-most-funny-christmas-pictures-and-photos%2F&docid=W3YZRDf3xe2xKM&t
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F12%2FDrunken-Christmas-Funny-Clipart-1.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2F25-most-funny-christmas-pictures-and-photos%2F&docid=W3YZRDf3xe2xKM&t


AGING GYROS 

 

 

The editor’s list indicates there are four of us who 

were also ran’s in the New Years Baby race at 

some time in the past. In the years after the races 

our times steadily improved. Then they steadily 

declined. But they have not ground to a hault. 

That’s a positive thing. Hold and cherish it.                   

The contenders are: Don Greig (5th);                  

Augie Annicchiarico (8th); Gord Stewart (8th); 

Bruce Schelske (13th) 

By th time you read this all but Bruce will have 

partied ‘til the cows came home. Hope you all can 

report a successful commemoration of that histor-

ic day when your presence was first recorded.  

 



LAST EVENT : President’s Christmas Party 

On December 21st members, spouses and guests gathered at the Belvedere Golf and 

Country Club to celebrate the season together. Since our president Rick Craddock was 

AWOL in the sunshine (note the envy here) president-elect Allan Bleiken moved the 

calendar forward a year and took over as party host. Unfortunately your editor was unwell 

and unable to attend so Allen then graciously submitted the following party report: 

The Gyro Christmas party was held at the Belvedere Golf and Country Club, which was well 
decorated in the Christmas theme and had a pleasant atmosphere.  Gyros and Gyrettes began 
arriving just after 5:30 and the party began.  It was good to see everyone in a holiday mood and 
there was much talking and laughing.  Chairman, Al Bleiken pointed out this was the 43rd Annual 
Christmas meeting of the Club, and the 15,773rd day of the Club’s existence, all of which, reflects 
the many great years of fellowship we have enjoyed. 

At 7:00 pm, Al Bleiken called the meeting to order and asked the Club’s own tenor, Lloyd Wilson to 
lead off with a rousing rendition of Cheerio.  This was followed by the Toast to the Queen by new 
member Ian Bannatyne.  There were no guests to be introduced, so Ken Lesniak gave a very 
thoughtful and well-prepared grace.  We then went to dinner, and what a dinner it was.  A full slate 
of salads, vegetables, mashed and baby potatoes, turkey, salmon, gravy and everything else you 
could wish for in terms of a fine Christmas dinner.  The staff of the Belvedere Club should be 
heartily commended for the great food and fine service. 

Ken Lesniak did an excellent job of organizing the Christmas Party event at the Belvedere, while 
Milt Lanes, and Lloyd Wilson handled the reception activities at the front door.  They deserve our 
sincere thanks. 

Following dinner, Bernie Kropp did a masterful job of inducting our two new members, Ian 
Bannatyne and Brian Wolfe.  Al Gordon and Dorn Hunt introduced the new members and Bernie 
swore them in with the Gyro oath.  In the tradition of the club, the Ian and Brian were then 
personally welcomed by each member of the club. 

Keith Bradley was then called to the mike, which he chose not to use because of his booming 
voice.  Keith began his presentation by reviewing all the incredible events we have enjoyed in the 
Gyro Club since its Chartering in 1975.  He said that this outstanding period of fellowship was a 
direct result of the efforts of club members.  Then Keith went on to state that among our club 
members, were individuals who served above and beyond the call of service and had made major 
contributions to the success of the Club.  He then called on John Williams to come to the podium 
and receive the Gyro Merit Award for his many exceptional contributions over many years.  
Fortunately, as planned, this caught John (and Dawn) by surprised, but the look of happiness on 
John’s face said everything.  John has truly been a committed and dedicated Gyro in our Club and 
in support of Gyro International. 

Al Bleiken then reported that Don Greig would not be able to give the Health and Welfare Report, 
because he and Cory were both under the weather and unable to attend the evening.  It was good 
to see Bill and Jeanie Carter join the festivities.  Unfortunately, Scott Brisbin also reported a health 
issue which prevented him and Calli from attending. 
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Al Bleiken then read a letter of greeting from President Rick in which regretted he could not attend 
the Party as he was still suffering from warm weather, golfing, flowers and green grass in Palm 
Desert.  However, Rick and Nora gave their hearty best wishes to all Gyros and Gyrettes for a Merry 
Christmas and a wonderful New Year.  Rick also thanked several Gyro members for their special 
contributions to the Club.  He too, congratulated John Williams on being the recipient of the Merit 
Award and to Brian and Ian as new members of our Club. 

The Sheriff’s hat was passed around to collect a donation for the Sherwood Park Christmas Bureau.  
As the hat was being passed around, the Club members rose and sang Happy Birthday to Erik Braun.  
When the hat came back, it was full to the brim with money and a ticket was drawn to see who 
would win the tax receipt.  It was the Birthday boy Erik Braun. 

Finally, Ted Ewanchuk came to the mike and advised that the Darts Night would be held on January 
16th, at the German Club with a new game format which is intended to entertain and challenge 
everyone. 

At that point the meeting was adjourned, and the fellowship continued. 

 

Allan Bleiken, Meeting Chairman 

 

 



 

 

. 

NEXT GATHERING: Darts on January 16th 

As noted in Al Bleiken’s Christmas Party report, members will be pitching pointy feathered 
things at the wall. The wall will be situated in the lower confines of the German Canadian 
Cultural Club. Organizer, Ted Ewanchuk has advised us that the format will be a deviant 
one from our usual one and promises it will “challenge and entertain”. So let Ted know that 
you plan to be challenged and entertained (or at least amused). If you are allergic to pointy 
feathery things other than woodpeckers, or for any other reason, please let him know you 
won’t be attending.  

 
AND HEALTH AND WELFARE: 
H&W chair, Don Grieg reported the following: 
 

Jack Beattie is progressing very well from his hip surgery. He his half off half on his cane so things 
are going well for Jack.  
Les Bellan got back from his visit during Christmas with his daughter in Richmond, BC. He is feeling 
okay and is now waiting to see his oncologist at the end of this month, hopefully with good news on 
his cancer prognosis. 
My last email was very doom and gloom hopefully this one is a bit positive. A week ago Bill was 
admitted to hospital with the doctor at that time saying Bill had an aggressive brain tumor and the 
family should prepare for the worst outcome. This was based on a CT Scan which showed a large 
mass on his brain. In a week things have changed— a new doctor from the Gamma Ray team and 
an MRI. The new doctor said another reason for the mass could be fluid on his brain which a CT 
Scan could not determine. The MRI indeed showed there was no new tumor activity but there was 
pressure on his brain from fluid. he been getting the fluid drained from his brain via a shunt to try 
and help to release the pressure. Breaking News: ... He is still in hospital but there are signs that he 
is getting back to the Bill we all know. He even stood up for a brief period yesterday.  

You can call Jeanne at home 780 463-0141 or cell 780 242-5813 to see when and where a visit 
might be possible. 

Carol Lesniak is off chemo for the next three months and she and Ken will be heading for a much 
needed break in Cuba later this month. She will return to chemo at the end of the three months. 

Dawn Williams had knee replacement surgery on January 8th. Don reports she is doing better than 
he did after he got his first new knee. She starts physio shortly. 

Your editor ran into a brick wall type of viral pneumonia on December 15th and is just now getting 
back on his feet. However I do know that our EMT’s and our new Emergency Care Unit here in 
Sherwood Park are as fine as could be found anywhere.  Everyone I came in contact with were 
exceptional.  

 

 

 



AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT: Valentines Dance Cacelled,not 

because of, but replaced by an examination of GLOBAL TERRORISM 
As you will have already heard from chairman, Garry Jones, The big dance is no more. In 

its place our very own Allan Bleiken will be our guest speaker. Allan’s topic for the   

evening will be “Global Terrorism”. He has spoken at many venues, including other Gyro 
clubs and it is high time we hear from him too.  This will no longer be a mixed event and a 
poll Garry took (himself and two buddies) indicated the participants did not want to dance 
with Allen. That was the final nail in the Valentines Day Dance coffin.  

Come out and hear what Allan has to say (listen and learn) on Wed., February 13th 
at the GCCC with a beverage and some socializing commencing at 6:00PM. 

 

NEW MEMBER NOTICE: 

Rick Lemieux has been proposed for membership by his sponsor, Bruce Schelske. 

Rick and his wife, Wendy live in Sherwood Park. Even if you don’t know Rick personally 
yet, his name will likely be familiar to you. He has been a leader in the real estate field 
here for many years. He is currently with the NOW Real Estate Group. 

 

  Cool, but relevant to nothing above, here is a salt hornito in Etheopia. Could this be any farther from our reality here? 

                                  …………………...but I digress.. 



GYRETTE NEWS: 

Andrea Braun forwarded the following letter that she received from the Strathcona 

Christmas Bureau. It was nice to hear that the goft bags that the Gyrettes put together were 

appreciated. 



      

EYE SEE 

 

So James Dean was actually getting an eye exam in 

Rebel Without A Cause? 



 

 

 

 

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 

      



   SHOPPING AT WALMART 

      

                  Yup.  Walmart 

       -> 
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SEASONAL SILLIES ( January is diet month) 
     

 



THOSE WERE THE DAYS 

 

   

Remember when our parents just hide 

coins in our birthday cakes? 



JUST A BIT BEFORE MY TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

         Assembling the Statue of Liberty in New York                                                             Dentistry 1920  

                    1860’s “box beds” (= bunk beds?) 

      Feel free to write your own dialogue to this scene 

1890 Police hold and force a woman suspect for a 

mug shot 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 
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Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     Meanwhile in Russia 
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SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

        

  

 

   

Trickle down economics explained 
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 ANIMAL INSTINKS 

 

        

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

       

 
 

 



 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 
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