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I WAS JUST THINKING: I am not an early bird, nor am I a night owl. I                                            
am some form of permanently exhausted pigeon.  

 

EDITOR’S RANT:   
In the US the controversial supreme court appointment is now 
history, the mid-term elections are approaching, Democratic 
figures are getting bombs in the mail and massacres born of 
bigotry and hate continue in this troubled and divided nation.  

North of the border there appears to be a definite swing to the 
right, at least in the provinces. The federal polls will start to mean 
something in about 6 months. Meanwhile pipelines are stalled, 
rising interest rates are not boding well for many young home 
owners, and NAFTA was touted a success because we didn’t lose 
as much as Trump threatened when 
the USMCA was analysed.   

Across the ponds journalists are 
being murdered with apparent 
impunity, Brexit is not going as 
planned. Extreme weather is 
becoming the norm as our planet 
warms and yet despite Nobel Prize 
winners underlining the gravity of 
what we continue to do to our global 
home, we seem to allow financial 
greed to trump (pun intended) the 
futures of our offspring. Whether its 
ignorance or apathy there doesn’t 
seem to be much willingness to see .  



 
 

the bigger picture these days. Maybe there is more truth to the 
old saying “Ignorance is bliss” than we acknowledge.  

Positive change does not appear to be in the forecast. At almost 
every level, whether through democratic elections or coups, 
changes in governments are generally looking more and more 
inward and taking an isolationist stance.    

It seems we are having to search ever more diligently for good 
news on the home front or abroad. I just might have found one though. Marijuana became 
legal for recreational use in Canada last week. Despite the fears that were similar to those that 
arose as New Years Eve approached in 2000, the world did not end.  But the jury is still out. 
Ignorance spawned by decades of refusal to allow any research that did not confirm the evils 
of the weed mean we have some catch-up learnin’ to do. So now we wait. That’s my plan 
anyway. Oh, and no…. It still isn’t in the running for glaucoma treatment. 

 

 

Rant cont’d. 

Took some digging, but here’s something to warm our hearts  in this season of uncertainty 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 
Dear Scott, 

I would like to comment on and provide some background on the Bocce Tournament we have every year.—the one on 
which I was one of three winning team members a couple of weeks ago along with Sid Slade and Ron Ramsey. 

1. You mis-spelled my name in the bulletin showing the winning team! We have known each other for half a       
century. Do you have a ghost writer ?  

2. Bocce can also be spelled Bocci but not Boccie like it is on the Howard Wilson Trophy. 

3. Sid insisted I be the first to keep the dust collector and it is now sitting on my kitchen table.. I sat down last night 
and went over the name tags on the trophy, named after one of our local club’s founders. . I must admit , I got a 
little emotional. I decided to share what I learned with the rest of the club.  I separated the following list as fol-
lows: “x” indicates “no longer a Gyro; a black cross indicates “deceased; names in black indicate I am not sure 
who they are or they are a guest (some may be from other clubs). I made a separate list of current members who 
got their names on the trophy. The clear high frequency winner is Jim Malott, whose name appears 6 times. There 
are some missing or incorrect dates but all in all it was a fun and nostalgic exercise. 

 

1989-Don Greig, Morgan Partrige X, Fred Anderson X. 

1990- Roger Loughheed X, Bob Lennox X, Morris Pombert +, Dale Perry + . 

1992 Don Coyne X Moved, Richard Dickinson X, Mike Newman X ,Fred Anderson X . 

1993 Bill Carter, Richard Dickinson X, Don Greig.  

!994 Keith Bradley, Rene Duchesne X +, Gerry Hill X. 

1995 Bernie Bradley X Moved ,Don Coyne X Moved, Bob Lennox X, Gord Stockman X-Moved. 

1996 Keith Bradley, Ron Harris X Moved, Bernie Kropp, John williams. 

1997/8 Cliff Lacey X, Jim Malott, Al Schuster X, Dale Woodroff XSP,Moved, IP 

!999 Pat Coyne  son, Gerry Hill X, Dieter Lindner +, Bernie Kropp. 

2000 GregBunker X, Rikke Dootjes, Dale Woodroffe XSP,Moved, IP, Jim Malott. 

2001 Richard Dickinson X, Diete Lindner + Jeff Malott, Jim Malott. 

2002 Richard Dickinson X AlI lreland X, Dale Woodroff XSP, Moved IP, Gary Jones X. 

2004 -2003 ? Jim Malott, Jim Hanson X, Barrie Pratt X, Gary Jones X. 

2005 Tom Dunlop X Gary kleebaum,Dieter Lindner +, Jeff Malott. 

2006 Al Bleiken son, Allan Bleiken, Shanon Lloyd ?, Jim Malott. 

2007 Bill Carter, Murray Berg ? Jeff Malott, Terry Bajer. 

2007 Rusty Climie X, Roger Delveaux, Don Greig, Gene Thorarinson X 

2009  Allan Bleiken, Gary Kleebaum, Dieter Lindner +, Ed Schultz X. 

2009 Dorne Hunt, Rusty Climie X, Lloyd Wilson, George Schrepnek X. 

2010 Bernie Kropp, Rusty Climie X Peter Sachastsky X, Gary Koehli ?, 

2011  George Schrepnek X, Rusty Climie X, Lawrence Zalaski, Bernie Kropp. 

2012 Gary Jones X, John Evans, Robert Cully ?,Bill Carter. 

2013 Rikki ( misspelled )Dootjes ,Sid Slade, Mark Wright?, Art Merrick. 

2014 George Schrepnek X, Lloyd Wilson, Ray Davis, Gary Kleebaum. 

2015 Jim Copeland X, Gord Stewart, Fred Schulte EDM, Michael Mann Edm, Dave Burnett Edm. 

2018 Sid Slade, Ron Ramsey Edm, Rikke Dootjes. 



LETTER contd. 
Current Members  who are past winners: 
• Bajer Terry 2007 1 x 

• Bleiken Allan 2006-2008/9 2x 

• Bradley Keith 1994-1996-2016 3x 

• Carter Bill 1993-2007-12-15 4x 

• Davis Ray 2014 1x 

• Delveaux Roger 2007/8-15 2x 

• Dootjes Rikke 2000-13-18 3x 

• Greig Don 1989-1993-2007/8 3x 

• Kleebaum Gary 2005-2008/9-14 3x 

• Kropp Bernie 1996-1999-2010-11 4x 

• Lindner Carol (Dieter+ )1999-2001-5-8/9 4x 

• Malott Jim 1997/8-2000,-1-4-6-15 6x 

• Malott Jeff 2001-5-7 2x 

• Merrick Art 2013 1x 

• Slade Sid 2013-18 2x 

• Stewart Gord 2017 1x 

• Williams John 1996 1x 

• Wilson Lloyd 2009-14-17 3x 

Zalasky Lawrence 2011 1x 

Editor’s response:  Thanks, Rikke. I hope you have recovered from your emotional evening. Actually 
I found the list to be interesting and appreciate the work it took to write it all down. I do apologize 
for the spelling error. It’s what happens when my proof reader (Calli) is out of town.  We can all take 
a lesson from your attention to the little details that so often escape us. 

SB 

                                              



AGING GYROS 

 

The coming month has four birthday boys celebrating the aging   process:                     
Earl Korber (10th); Roger Delveaux (12th); Rick Craddock (24th); Garry Jones (29th).  

We wish you a balmy November, fellas. However, we don’t guarantee it. Enjoy anyway, 
whatever the weather. 
 



          

            lest we forget 



 

Guess Who’s Coming To Nibble 
On October 5th two Sherwood Park homes were the scene of a tradition that is the essence 
of Gyro -  food, fun and friendship. It is disappointing that more members were not able or 
chose not to participate in GWCTN. Perhaps it is because the event came at the start of the 
Thanksgiving weekend when families converge to celebrate. I know we had 19 family to  
dinner on the Sunday. Some were from as far away as Toronto. I truly hope that the next 
GWCTN event next Spring (May 4th) will see its revitalization. I know of no one who has 
participated over the years who did not thoroughly enjoy the experience. A huge thanks to 
Ann Ward for organizing it again this year. 

What follows are the reports from the two hosting households.  

Our doorbell rang shortly after 7.00 on Saturday for Guess Who's coming to Nibble, and surprise, Jan 
and Keith Bradley were at our door carrying a scrumptious appetizer. 

We welcomed them in and were settled nicely when the doorbell rang again and here it was Andrea 
and Erik Braun, also carrying a delicious appetizer. 

We then proceeded to have a very enjoyable evening, just catching up and discussing a wide range 
of topics. Rikke and Cora were in charge of dessert (delicious) and tea and coffee. 

It was unfortunate that Rikke, aka "Gadget Dad", has the lights set to turn off automatically at 11 
o'clock! After apologizing for sitting in the dark, he turned the lights back on, lo and behold they 
turned off again some time after. More laughter and okay we get the hint. So our company 
left  shortly after. We could have gone on till the wee hours of the morning. We really enjoyed our 
evening and would do it again in a heartbeat! 

Cora and Rikke Dootjes 
 

Our Thanksgiving weekend began on Saturday night when we hosted surprise guests for the annual 
GWCTN event! 

Our guests - the  "Brisbins & the "Kropps" arrived with wonderful gourmet appies! 

With a drink in hand, we settled in  - catching up & learning new "things" about each other's life    
experiences  while nibbling on coconut shrimp, gourmet cheese & crackers, stuffed olives, fresh 
roasted nuts & chocolate -  

Then on to a rousing game of Wizard!  The game was a  new experience for the Brisbins so Lloyd 
offered to act as Calli's coach!  The winners - with a tie - the Kropps!  A little suspicious - Bernie was 
score keeper  

Finished off the evening with dessert & coffee 

A big thank you to our guests for a great start to our Thanksgiving Weekend -  

Lois and Lloyd Wilson 
 



LAST MEETING: Founders Night Tuesday, October 16th 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Edmonton Gyro Club was this year’s host for Founders Night and the venue was the 
University of Alberta Faculty Club.  Thirty four Sherwood Park members were among the 
seventy seven  in attendance.  After an hour of beverages and socializing the crowd of Gyros 
Gyrettes and guests sat down to a very fine prime rib dinner before settling in for an interesting 
series of speakers who gave us a historical perspective of Gyro at the international, local and 
personal level. First we were reminded of the origins of Gyro with the history of the three 
founders. Then the histories of the two clubs in attendance were reviewed and finally the focus 
narrowed even tighter as we learned of the impact that Gyro has had on the lives of individual 
members.  

Chuck Gerhart MC’d the evening and called on Fred Schulte to present the traditional history 
lesson. Most of us are pretty familiar with the story of our three founders  but he added some 
twists. He reminded us, for example, that originally there was an age restriction. Members 
could not be older than 35! Times certainly have changed as evidenced by the preponderance 
of grey or skin toned heads around the room.  The Edmonton club was chartered in 1921.    
Sid Slade represented our club (chartered in 1975) and did us proud with a fine report. Of note 
was that for 16 consecutive years (1999-2015) the club had members involved in the District 
VIII executive.  (David Burnette, who has been a gyro since 1973 (sponsored by Marty 
Larson) tugged at our heart strings with “What Gyro means to me”.  

Our thanks go to our hosts. Next year will be our turn again and the bar continues to be raised 
year after year.  



Founders Night Fotos 
   



 

NEXT MEETING: Cribbage  November 14th  
 Picture the scene at the GCCC on November 14th. Gyros  
trying to place round pegs in round holes and testing their 
simple pre-calculator arithmetic skills. There’s more than one 

way to make 15. If you have a crib board, bring it. If you don’t, then don’t 
bring it, but make sure you come anyway. We really don’t need 30 crib 
bords. At least as important as deciding to take in the fun is to let Don 
Greig know you are coming. He can be contacted at , 

donandcory@gmail.com or phone 780-4677422. He would like to hear 
from yu by November 7th. 
 

 

 
AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT: Billiards November 28th 
From the deck of cards to the pool cue, Gyros will continue to relive their mis-spent 
youth.  Rick O’Donnell and Paul West will be filling you in on the details shortly. Plan now 
to join the gang for some eight ball. 
 

GYRETTE REPORT: 
 
 
 
 
Carol Lindner reports that on October 
24th, eighteen Gyrettes gathered to pack 
94 Christmas bags for the Christmas 
Bureau. This annual event is always 
packed with fun and good will as gift 
bags are put together. What a great, 
albeit early, start to the Christmas 
season. Well done ladies.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



IT’S HALLOWEEN   HEE  HEe hee 

 



 

 

 

 

SIGNS OF OUR TIMES 

    



   SHOPPING AT WALMART 
 

     At least SOMEONE s wearing a bra in Walmart  



Member Proposal—First Notice 
Brian Wolfe has been proposed for membership by Al Gordon and with the application 
seconded by John Williams. Brian lives in Sherwood Park. Retired from the insurance 
business, he is an avid golfer usually seen at the Broadmoor G&CC. His partner is 
Donna Ferguson. He has already attended the “Horseshoe” night and indoor Bocce 
meetings. 
Brian’s phone number is (780) 570-0617 and his e-mail is bewolfe@telus.net 
If anyone know any reason why Brian and the Sherwood Park Gyro Club should not be 
joined in membership speak now or forever hold your peace.    

HEALTH AND WELFARE: 
Jack Beattie’s recovery from hip surgery has progressed so well he plans to join us for 
Cribbage Night on the 14th. 
The door (wound) in Bill Carter’s belly is finally closing. Let’s hope it stays closed and 
locked so he can continue on the long overdue road to recovery. He is home, and 
beginning to get some mobility on a walker. 
Les Ballan is suffering from considerable back pain. His doctor is concerned and has 
ordered an MRI. 
Erik Braun had to make a quick trip to the hospital for a bladder infection. He is on 
antibiotics and is gradually feeling better. 
Carol Lesniak is still on chemo therapy. She was her usual smiling, positive self at 
Founders’ Night. 
Jan Bradley has recovered sufficiently from her months of health trials and tribulations that 
she was able to go to Palm Springs this past Friday.  
H&W reporter, Don Greig, is looking ahead to Curlarama next weekend and the possibility 
of self inflicted injuries. Stay tuned for news of same in the next bulletin. 
 
 

       Practice safe curling gentlemen 



PSEUDONOSTAGLIA—JUST A BIT BEFORE MY TIME 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

    

 

This may not be funny later in the season! 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

              

      

  

 

   

     Spelling error in 2012, today is a political message to Mr. Trump 



ANIMAL INSTINKS—Halloween dog groomers’edition 

 

      



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

 

   

Donald J. Trump watermelon varietals now in stores  

all over America 



 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 

And away we go... Legal recreational cannabis Month 1 ... Cue the earworm: “This is the Dawning of the 
Age of Aquarius”... oh, and munchies. It's boom time for munchies….or so I’ve heard. 


