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I WAS JUST THINKING: I always look both ways before crossing a one 
way street. That’s how much faith I have in humanity or our 

governments.  

 

EDITOR’S RANT:   
The wedding was, for some, a pleasant distraction from the 

horrors that seem to be running rampant in the rest of the world. 

Unfortunately, I was not distracted for long. The Israeli/Palestinian 

tensions have been frothing like the Volcano on the `Big Island of 

Hawaii since the US embassy moved to Jerusalem.  School 

shootings continue to be a regular occurrence in the land of the 

2
nd

 amendment. North Korea appears to be playing America like 

an out of tune Trumpbone. Closer to home, a new NAFTA seems 

farther from reality than it was months ago. This time I think it is 

us who are being played. 

Even closer to home, our Federal and provincial governments are 

playing fast and loose with our money as a pipeline could well 

bring down several governments and precipitate a constitutional 

crisis. I am not a climate change denier. Nor do I want to continue 

our history of tromping all over indigenous rights. But I fail to see 

just how the transport system for getting Alberta oil to the west 

coast will impact the coast line, the First Nations or the climate 

whether it gets there by pipeline or (more dangerously in all 

likelihood) by rail. If the oil (be it refined or in Bitumen form) will be 

loaded onto tanker vessels and navigated down the pacific coast 

or across to Asia’s markets. The only real way to eliminate, or 

probably even reduce the risk is to simply quit shipping oil. That 

will certainly cost Alberta, Saskatchewan and in fact the whole of 

Canada dearly. I might draw some small comfort if I was confident  



 

 Rant cont’d. 

 
 
 

that the  opposition parties (“governments in waiting” if the polls are correct) at either 

government level would have actually done any better in preventing this crisis. My 

confidence well is bone dry. It is ridiculous to say we must simply switch to renewable 

energy sources. Indeed, we must, but not simply and the switch can’t be completed 

tomorrow. I’m not even opposed to going nuclear. But it takes time, planning and know-

how. I am not impressed with any of the players, either corporate or government. But we, 

as Albertans and as Canadians can no longer wait to see how this plays out. Polls show 

that the majority of Canadians and even of British Columbians are in favour of building the 

disputed pipeline. The time has come to take action. I am reluctantly but finally in favour of 

shutting off the tap. BC can keep their wine. We should keep our oil from crossing our 

border to the West. Let their politicians explain how clean the BC climate is without cars, or 

any other transportation that isn’t alive and domesticated. Let them explain why they have 

to build more dams, flood more First Nations land, and ban all exports in order to keep the 

coastal waters risk free. There. I have ranted. I hear it was a nice wedding, though.  

 

THE AUCTION: 

Correction:  

It was reported in the last bulletin that the winner of the big cash ($400) in the elimination 

draw was John Williams. That turned out to be an “alternative fact.”   John was not holding 

out on you, Dawn. He actually only pocketed the $125  he reported.. On the other hand, 

Ted Ewanchuk was actually the big $400 winner.  I hope you were aware of that, Judy.  

 

   

 

  

 

 

  



ELECTION NIGHT: 

It was May 21st when 31 Gyros met at the GCCC to decide on their leaders for the coming 

year. After anther fine buffet it was revealed that the 3 positions up for grabs (Vice President 

and 2 directors) had exactly one contestant for each position. We listened as the CV’s of 

the three candidates were presented and to everyone’s relief not one was rejected. Even 

when “The Chief”, aka Terry Bajer, roasted new Vice President, Allan Bleiken, the voters 

stood fast. No one was going to litter Allan’s road to glory. 

The two Director positions were filled by someone old and someone new. In a rare move, 

George Ward will be installed for a second 2 year term following immediately on the heals 

of his first biannual anniversary as a director. The newcomer was Ted Ewanchuk who 

allowed his hat to be hurled into the ring before his first year in Gyro was in the history 

books. We applaud both these fine examples of our club’s strength.  

Filling our the Grand Poobah roster for the coming year will be Rick Craddock as incoming 

President,  allowing Ken Lesniak to fulfill his long coveted role as Past President.  

Directors Herb Zmurchuk and Gary Jones will remain on while Paul West will fade into 

oblivion and/or contemplate a run at the vice-presidency next year. 

Dorne Hunt has agreed to remain on at Registrar. John Williams will hang on to the        

Secretary post and Erik Braun will handle our finances as Treasurer. Their BIOs were 

presented and they have both contributed an impressive amount to our club and Gyro well 

beyond our jurisdiction over the years.  Art Merrick will leave the Poobah clan until he 

decides to rise, phoenix-like again at a future time. Thank you to you, Art and to Paul for 

your contributions to the club. 

We had a special guest in our midst on this evening—International President and former 

Sherwood park club member, Dale Woodruff. He drove up from some village west of      

Calgary to  visit with his old friends  (and a few younger ones too) and to give us a bit of a 

state of the organization update. He pointed out that the aging demographic of Gyro was a 

simple reality. Young men no longer have time for friendship clubs as they are pressed with 

more and more demands at the office and at home. The resource for new members should 

be in the waters containing men in their 50’s and 60’s. There are some weak clubs still 

hanging on and some others, including Sherwood Park, that are strong and thriving. There 

were over 180 new members in Gyro last year– even a fledgling club in Japan.  

As your editor was driving home he realized he had not taken a single picture. There is no 

actual proof that the event took place. Unless an eye witness is willing to testify as to the 

veracity (more or less) of this report you will simply have to take my word for it. 

 



NEXT MEETING:  Wind-up and Installation  June 20th 

Inauguration Day will be held on Wednesday, June 20th at the Ark as the results of the 

“election” are formalized.  

It will be accompanied by a wing ding of a party and Rikki is ecstatic at the news that any 

wings there will not be of chicken type. It’s back to steaks on the BBQ. George Ward is 

looking for volunteers to help cook those steaks to perfection. The festivities and formalities 

will begin once sufficient socializing has occurred and beverages consumed. Chairman 

George Ward suggests folks arrive around 6:00. Once George returns home and responds 

to my e-mails some of us may get an answer to a burning question…”What and where is 

the Ark?” 

OTHER STUFF COMING UP: 

MYSTERY GOLF 

The mystery deepens on this one. Apparently it was planned for the same day as John 

Evan’s Make A Wish Tournament at Belevedere and since many of our members will be  

attending that one, the conflict is obvious. Now, not only is the location a mystery, but the 

date is a mystery too. Somebody is bound to try to kill the ball on a long hole but that will 

be the extent of the murder mystery part of the day. Keith Bradley may shed more light on 

the mystery as a new date approaches. 

 

 

MIXED OUTDOOR BOCCI—Wednesday, July 4th 

The Kleebaums will be hosting this new summer event at their acreage More information 

will follow as the date approaches. Gary insists BYOB does not mean Bring Your Own   

Bocci balls. In true Canadian fashion, attempts will be made to keep it just a bit lower    

profile than our southern neighbour’s Independence day celebrations that day but if it does 

get out of hand and there are fireworks, we are fully prepared to say “Sorry”.  



WIND-UP GOLF: Thursday June  14th  

Roger Delveaux  reports that the Gyro Wind-up Golf Classic will take place this year  at 

the Broadmoor Golf and Country Club.  He sent along the following details: 

  

Cost------------------$49 for golf  plus $19 if you are riding. Please pay at pro-shop upon 
arrival 

Tee times-----------Starting at app. 11:49 AM.  You will be advised of your exact time by 
email once teams are made up. Please arrive and be ready to golf at least 30 minutes 
prior to your tee time. 

Dinner and prizes will take place in the Banquet Hall. Please go there immediately upon 
completion of your round and order you dinner off the menu. Costs are for your account 
but you will be reimbursed $20 from the club.  

As mentioned previously, we have no money for prizes so anything you can donate will be 
greatly appreciated.  

Anyone who has not responded please advise Roger Delveaux or Gord Stewart by       
e-mail whether or not you will be attending. 

 

 

HEALTH AND WELFARE REPORT: 

Jan Bradley is back home from her second hospital stint and gradually recovering from 

her gastro-intestinal horrors. Her bravery is to be admired as Keith reports she is gamely 

counting on his cooking skills to help her with her recovery.  

Judy Taylor continues to tear up the track at the rec centre—an activity that would 

appear to me to be even more challenging tha n simply running around on it.  

Bill Carter is gradually regaining his strength but is still very tired. His sense of humour is 

reported to be fully functional. 

Carol Lesniak is doing perhaps better than expected considering the amount of chemo 

that she has endured. 

Members who knew him will be saddened to learn of Rene Duchene’s passing. The 

funeral was on May 17th.   



GYRO CLUB OF SHERWOOD PARK 

ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC 

 

HOME OF BRENDA & BERNIE KROPP 

#40, 23033 WYE ROAD 

Sunday July 22,2018 @ 4:00 PM 

Milt Lanes miltg@shaw.ca  or (780)467-4789 

Roger Delveaux rdelveaux@shaw.ca or (780)467-8623 

Bernie Kropp bkropp@berjagroup.com or (780)467-9886 

what to bring: 

your own refreshments 

lawn chair 

your choice of: appetizer, salad or desert (we will try to balance equal numbers of each) 

in the event of weather issues we will move to the garage 

 

please let Milt or Roger or Bernie know if you can attend in order to obtain a "headcount" for 

the food we are providing. Let us know what you hope to bring so we can have equal numbers 

of each. There will be a charge in the range of $10.00/couple to cover costs 

mailto:miltg@shaw.ca
mailto:rdelveaux@shaw.ca
mailto:bkropp@berjagroup.com


 

LAST MEETING: Trap Shooting  May 23rd 
 
The Edmonton Gun Club, on the outskirts of Devon,  hosted 19 Gyros and 4 guests. A 
good number actually attempted to kill some traps (aka “clay pigeons”), while others just 
came for the food.  Alas, pigeon was not on the menu. The winner among the guests was 
Al Bleiken Junior with a kill rate of 19 out of 20. He and Jim Malott, the Gyro member win-
ner (17 out of 20) took home a $50 gift certificate.  
The other big attraction was a steak BBQ expertly cooked by Ted Ewanchuk. The meat 
went perfectly with the baked potatoes, Caesar salads and carrot cake. As an added    
bonus, a communication glitch resulted in us actually receiving 72 steaks instead of the 
36 we thought we had ordered.  The extras were sold to those who wanted them and 
were eagerly bought without delay. Everyone went home heavier but happy.  
Unfortunately due a memory lapse brought on by your editor’s old timers disease, there 
were no actual pictures taken of the event. However, some reasonable facsimiles are 
shown below that fairly represent the scene on Wednesday evening. 
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A PLAYOFF SALUTE: 

 

Fans from across the country are 

proud of the Jets.  

Like true Canadians, the Jets fans 

were sorry to lose, but announced 

they were now going to cheer for 

Vegas...another team with an 

amazing and unfinished  story. 

Despite an Oil shortage, it has been an interesting playoff season 



DO YOU REMEMBER? (THOSE WERE THE DAYS, I GUESS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  At age 13, impulsive & in love, Elvis took out a Marriage License in the hope of marrying his primary 

school sweetheart, Magdaline Morgan 

 

                                                       Awwwww….. 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

You did Canadian hockey proud, Winnipeg. 

Now we need to cheer for the team with the 

most Canadians. Go Vegas! Oh, and good 

luck Ovie. 
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Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Kreative Kalashnikov Kreativity 
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SOUTH OF THE BORDER, DOWN WASHINGTON WAY 

             
 

   

  

 

 



WEDDINGS  ABROAD 

For those of us who could not get royally enthused about the weddiing on the weekend, here are a 

few highlights: 

 

Commentators opined this was a young Mulrony enthusiastically carrying her train 

                                                                          GO  CANADA !          



OF COURSE, MORE THAN ONE WEDDING TOOK PLACE ON THE WEEKEND…. 

                       Cultural Perspectives and traditions vary 

                 Meanwhile in Russia 



HISTORY AS WE NEVER SAW IT 

  

   

           

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

   

             Factory workers racing on the roof of the Fiat factory in Turin, Italy, 1923 

                   A challenging golf shot  1923 

       I wonder how much he is paying his caddy 

                  Vladimir Putin as a teenager 

(hasn’t changed much except for better clothes) 



ANIMAL INSTINKS  

 

  Politics in the animal kingdom           Religion in the animal kingdom 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

     

 

 



A POTPOURRI OF PICS  
                                  

   

     

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

   SB 

 

 


