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I WAS JUST THINKING:  If I’m ever on life support, just unplug me, and 

then plug me back in. See if that works. 

EDITOR’S RANT: 

We were out with George and Ann Ward on the weekend, dining 

at one of our favourite eateries in the Park, Vicky’s. The evening 

was precipitated by me making the winning bid for such an event 

on Auction Night. We had a delightful time and left with our taste 

buds and our funny bones fully sated. Topics of conversation 

ranged from emerging into adulthood in the sixties, to what’s good 

and bad about our health care system today, to the dying art of 

non-electronic communication. Our generation’s pivotal moment 

was of course, the assassination of JFK while the Millennials’ 

convergent memory involves 9/11. We then wondered what event 

the next generation would find to bind them together.  

We did agree that we would not trade our health care system for 

the American one, but that ours is far from flawless. It has forced 

practitioners to be less and less involved in seeing their patients 

as whole people and more as organs and diseases that must be 

dealt with in an ever decreasing attention to preventative care. 

However cost effective it could be, it is not a priority for elected 

officials or our bureaucrats. What we have is a sick care system, 

not a health care system.  

That left us with communication. George recalled watching some 

of the tennis at the French open last week and noted the large 

number of people in the crowd who were not watching the game 

at all – they were glued to their cell phones. They might as well 



 

Rant cont’d. 

have been at a family dinner. We have family who have asked 

us to text before we call so they will know to answer the phone. 

How many generations will it take before we are a species with 

massive, muscle bound thumbs and tiny vestigial tongues? 

Making eye contact and actually speaking in full sentences is 

not the primary mode for getting one’s message across any 

more. Even the written word is undergoing a radical and 

disturbing metamorphosis. If you can’t find a font to type out 

your message or print a reasonable facsimile of one you just 

might be forced to verbalize. Cursive writing is no longer being 

taught in schools and will die with the generation born in the 

21
st
 century. Our grandchildren and their descendants will have 

to resort to cryptologists just to decipher family letters from the 

20
th
 century or earlier. Mind you, my own staff needs to be blessed with a combination of 

cryptological skills and luck just to decipher my handwriting even now. Handwriting 

analysts would take one look at a sample of my scrawl and declare the writer to be 

“possessed”. But there are people alive today – people I actually know – who can write 

quite legibly. Sadly, their talent will be for naught when our grandchildren want to see how 

we communicated in our day. They will scan our letters, pour over them for a while and 

then give up or hire an “expert” who can break the code. 

It was a fine, fun evening. We laughed and farted all the way home. 



 

 

 

 

Here is the “Birthday Boys” list for the month of June. Keep ‘em coming guys. 

Ed Schultz (2nd); Lawrence Zalasky (3rd); Al Gordon (27th)Terry Bajer (29th) 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 

To all great Gyro brothers, 

Thanks to you all for your expression of kindness to Alberta Baroque and the great visits to Rae at the 
Norwood Palliative Care Centre.  You’re the greatest! 

Fondest wishes, 

Pat Graham 

 

HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

On a humerus note Dick Caddey broke his a couple of weeks ago. Apparently it was a       

longitudinal break running the entire length of the bone.  

            Common side effect of birthdays 



GYRO CLUB OF SHERWOOD PARK 

ANNUAL SUMMER PICNIC 

 

HOME OF BRENDA & BERNIE KROPP 

#40, 23033 WYE ROAD 

 

SATURDAY July 22,2017 @ 4:00 

 

 

CONTACT:bkropp@berjagroup.com or (780)467-9886 

                   allan.bleiken@telus.net or (780)467-7976 

what to bring: 

your own refreshments 

lawn chair 

your choice of: appetizer, salad or desert (we will try to balance equal numbers of each) 

in the event of weather issues we will move to the garage 

 

please let Al or Bernie know if you can attend in order to obtain a "headcount" for the food we 

are providing. There will be a charge in the range of $10.00/couple to cover costs 

           PICANIC ANNOUNCEMENT 

 (THAT’S A YOGI BEAR TYPE OF PICNIC— COME WITH BELLS ON) 

                       MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW 

mailto:allan.bleiken@telus.net


LAST MEETING: Election Night May 24th 

Well, the ballots are all in and counted. We are thankful that our constitution doesn’t allow for 

absentee ballots and that no recounts were demanded. The winners were announced on the 

spot with everyone confident that the results 

were reliable and valid. Since all winners 

squeaked through by acclamation perhaps the 

most interesting part of the evening was to hear 

the nominators speeches. We learned things 

about the candidates many of us had either 

forgotten or never knew. As a result this bulletin 

will give a thumbnail sketch of why each 

candidate was probably overqualified for their 

respective jobs. We are indeed privileged to 

have had such a fine slate to choose from. 

Thanks from all 31 of us in attendance to the 

candidates who have put their lives on hold for 

the coming year and to their nominators for 

providing the evening’s entertainment. Thanks 

too to  Ken Lesniak who organized the meeting 

and to Bill Austin who chaired the election.  

 

Our new Vice President is Rick Craddock. Should the current president be unable to fulfill 

his duties Rick will slip on the presidential shoes earlier than expected. Otherwise he will       

automatically be our president about this time next year. Roger Delveaux provided us with 

an informative nomination speech and was able to go unchallenged by the nominee who was 

in Toronto to meet his brand new first granddaughter, Mia. Here is a brief summary of Roger’s 

speech: 

Prior to his retirement, Rick was a senior partner in the law firm Witten 

LLP. With his practice emphasising advanced real estate financing, 

commercial real estate and development law.  

He received his Queens Council appointment from the government of 

Canada in 1992. Rick was named “best Lawyer in Canada (for real estate 

law) in every edition of the Best Lawyers in Canada since its first 

publication in 2006 and in 2012 was named Best Edmonton Real Estate 

Lawyer of the Year. He has served as an instructor for Bar Admission 

courses, been a panelist for the University of Alberta’s Department of 

Extension seminars on   “Condominiums: Concepts and Challenges”.   

Chairman Bill Austin lays out the rules 



 

 

(Election Night contd.) 

He was president of the Sherwood Park Minor Hockey Association after 

various other SPMH roles leading up that position. He was a director of 

Hockey Alberta for 8 years and the founding director of the Hockey Alberta 

Foundation. He has and continues to be involved in Kinsmen (and K40). He is 

a past president of the Progressive Conservative Association of Elk Island and 

has been involved in various leadership roles in the conservative party. In 

keeping with his “retired” status he is currently secretary of the Broadmore 

Senior Mens Golf Club—a new political adventure in its infancy.  

Rick has been married to Nora since 1968, and they have two 
                    A photo of Grandpa Rick            

                     being absent 

Herb Smerchuk and Garry Jones are our two new directors, scheduled to serve a two year 

term. George Ward and Paul West will be completing their two year terms next year. 

Here is what Lawrence Zalasky had to say about his nominee, Herb 

Smerchuk: 

Herb is married to Audrey and they have three adult children now spread 

around the world in Edmonton, Kelowna and Perth, Australia.  

Herb has spent the last 35 years living in a vacuum. He developed Readco 

Industries into a very successful and enterprising business installing           

security systems and central vac systems for residences ranging from single 

family to high rises. He has earned a high level of respect in the industry 

and although he has now sold his business he continues to consult part 

time.  

Herb was installed as a member of the club in 2006. His only absences have 

been when he morphs into a snowbird and flies off to Palm Springs for a few 

months in the winter. He is an avid wannabe golfer (aka ”easy money Herb”) 

who looks absolutely great decked out in his plus 5’s. They are actually Plus 

4’s but his friends give him an extra one for having the nerve to wear them. 

He is also an excellent  curler, having competed at the Canadian Champion-

ships representing Alberta.  

Lawrence went on to heap compliments on him and assured us that Herb 

would be a great, hard working asset to the executive committee. They are 

not repeated here because we all like Herb with the ego he currently has.  

 

                                         

“Humble” Herb made a brief   

acceptance speech 



Election Night contd. 

Bill Carter nominated Garry Jones for the other Director’s slot 

and spoke highly of his friend of 14 years. Bill even wore a suit for 

the occasion. We suspect, given the inclement weather we were 

experiencing, he had confused the evening with the annual Presi-

dent’s Christmas party, the only other time we have seen him in a 

suit. Here is what he said: 

I brought Garry into Gyro 3 years ago and he has proven to be a fine fit 

for the club.  

He is married to Brenda and together they have 4 children—3 girls and 

a boy. Those offspring have provided Garry 

and Brenda with the biggest benefit of parenthood...7 grandchildren.  

Garry was in the hospitality industry for 25 years. He opened the      

Westin Hotel in Edmonton. He was also with Transamerica as property 

manager for 11 years. 

He was active in Kinsmen for 12 years, serving as president of his local 

club and as a district officer as well as district coordinator. He chaired a 

district convention for Kinsmen and as chaired the Kinsmen Car Award.  

Garry was also on the board of directors of Crime Stoppers for 4 years 

as well as serving on the board of directors for Alberta Food Processors 

for 6 years. It is obvious that this gentleman has “Directorship” in his 

blood and will serve Sherwood Park Gyro well. 
Garry accepts the Director challenge 

NEXT MEETING:  WIND-UP AND OFFICER INSTALLATION  

June 24th 

This is it folks. We are approaching the end of the Gyro season. Yes, there is the Golf 

Windup and a summer BBQ/Picnic back yard get-together but the meat of the meetings for 

the year comes to an end at the GCCC on the 24th. Gyros, Gyrettes and guests can kick off 

summer together and formally welcome the club’s Big Poobas for the coming year while 

breaking bread in traditional Gyro friendship style. Bill Carter is unlikely to wear a suit so for 

those who did not attend Election Night, you are out of luck.  Please make sure you have 

contacted Larry Klaus to conform your attendance or lack thereof so that the “loaves and 

fishes scene” doesn’t have to be re-enacted to feed an unexpected horde. 



    

                    

 

   

 

 

   

         

JUST CRYING FOR CAPTIONS 

 

 

               Scientific evidence at last!                                                           It’s a moosical…”Fiddler on the Hoof” 

                                              Some fashion statements just aren’t for everyone 



To Market to Market 
 

           Must be a special sale on  kids 

           When Granny won’t stop being naughty                    Truth in Labeling 



THE FOOD PAGE 



 

 

 

    

 

 

 

STUPIDITY DOES NOT = INGENUITY 

 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

   

I’ll see your hand and raise you 30%....or…..I wonder which hand he “grabs” with 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ


  HAPPY BIRTHDAY CANADA 

     The Netherlands bred tulip with a maple leaf pattern to celebrate Canada’s 150th 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada 

 

 
 

 

 

Man Trapped In Budweiser Warehouse 
Resorts To Drinking His Own Urine  

A DUBLIN man has told reporters of his harrowing experience after becoming trapped for 

three days in a Budweiser storage depot, during which time he was forced to drink his 

own urine to stay alive……… 



    

What the…..?! 

                                           Swiss Army Nails 
     That was some traffic jam! 



BEFORE MY TIME Some wonderful images from the past 

  

 

             Daily life in Whitby England circa 1860’s 

           Family bicycle 1910 -> 

        Edwardian math class  (aka the lap tops C 1900) 



ANIMAL INSTINKS   

   

               A pair of rockin’ cool cats 

            You can buy pretty much anything @amazon.com 



SNICKERS and  GUFFAWS 

 



THE GOOD ‘OL DAYS 

   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

         Actual “LIVE TV” ? 



‘TIS THE SEASON 

 

WINDUP GOLF DAY: 

On June 7th 28 Gyros and two guests showed up at Belvedere Golf and Country Club to 

compete for the coveted Gyro Golf Trophy. Three of them had no chance at the bling . They 

were just there for the eats and drinks.. After a friendly game of conventional golf (“windup” 

golf is prohibited at Belvedere) the boys were separated into “winners” and “not winners”. 

Only in a Trumpish land are there “sad, sad losers”.) The hardware was claimed by Al 

Gordon for low gross(77). Jack Beattie edged out Peter Shchatsky and Rick Craddock for 

low net. The team of Rusty Climie, Augie Anniccharico, Lawrence Zalasky and Bernie 

Woodkey were first to the prize table with the highest total number of pars. Muchos Gracias 

to Roger Delveaux, who was aided by Keith Bradley and Gord Stewart. Great job guys. 

 

 

 

  



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

AND THE SECOND LAST WORD…. 

     SB 

 



FOR THIS WEEK ONLY, THIS IS THE LAST WORD: 

This topic has been gnawing at me for a long time. As I wrapped up the current bulletin I  

decided perfect timing is elusive and if we wait for that perfect time to vent it may never 

show up. So this is my safety valve for a topic that has been boiling away for a long time. 

SB 

Justin Trudeau made the front page of Breitbart News this week. The headline read “5,000 

Canadians March in Support of Trump, Against Liberal Trudeau Administration”. It was      

reported that these 5,000 people matching in Ottawa “strongly favoured the Trump agenda.” 

Ottawa police said they couldn’t confirm the exact number of demonstrators but estimated 

the crowd to be “less than 100”.  

“If you can’t trust Breitbart, who can you trust?!” 

Fox News was caught in the same game even showing a huge crowd supposedly       

demonstrating against some “left wing issue”. It proved to be a clip of a rally for some other 

cause 2 years earlier and that the current demonstration in the report involved only about a 

dozen people.  

CNN is notorious for stretching the facts to fit their story. CSNBC has an obvious bias to the 

left. 

Fake news dominates our communication networks. Is it any wonder more and more people 

are giving up, turning off and preferring ignorance to inappropriate action based on          

misinformation? The time may be fast approaching when we rise up and demand moral 

standards from our news sources so that there are at least a few we can trust. We  need to 

revolt against the powers, be they political, business or religious, that have held our minds 

captive for so long. Social media have accelerated and intensified the  duping of the public 

but the process is not new.  One thing that does seem to be a new trend, however, is that a      

business, the Trump empire, has now stepped out from behind the scenes and is openly 

using its own well oiled brand of mental manipulation (advertising’s art of persuasion) to 

enhance political propaganda. Both sides of the political spectrum are indulging in this 

dubious activity with greater and greater abandon . They insult our intelligence—perhaps 

legitimately. 

If we, who thought we lived in a free and democratic society are to return to even a hint of 

truth and reality, we may have to tear down the propaganda powerhouses that are invading  

our thoughts and lives like never before. 

 

There. Now I feel a bit better. 


