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District VIII at the International Convention 
 

Buffalo New York was the destination on June 21 to join up with the other 
Districts in Gyro International to conduct annual meetings, make new friends 
and renew friendships. Ken and Anne Baker as well as Dale and Mary Ann 
Woodroffe joined Tara and me from District VIII. We were busy – Ken Baker 
as advisor to the Gyro Head office, made presentations on the financial health 
of Gyro International which is not as good as it could be. I was voted in as the 
Chair of the Board of Governors and immediately received motions on 
balancing the budget; endorsing the Executive Councils granting of a charter 
to the new Tokyo Club; 3rd VP travel expenses and a requirement that the 
Executive Committee regularly report on the implementation of the New Era 
recommendations. 

The Mission Statement Committee prepared presentations and held a 
workshop with an amazingly fast resolution of rewording the Mission, Vision 
and Values for Gyro to be more current. This is at the following website: 
http://international.gyro.ws/44%20statements.htm 

The Mission is now:  

An international organization that provides a setting for our members 
and friends to socialize and have fun. 

District VIII was recognized with the following Awards: 

• Best Bulletin for a medium sized club for 2014-15 was awarded to 
the Gyro Club of Regina editor – Ken Rockel. Ken is pleased with this 
as he is taking a break from being Editor now. 

• Best Website for 2014-15 was awarded to the Sherwood Park Gyro 
Club, which I understand is due to the diligence of the late Doug Porter 
and the talented Jim Copeland.   

• The Honor Key for 
distinguished and unselfish 
service over and above the call 
of duty to Gyro International was 
awarded to Ken Baker of the 
Calgary Club. The picture to the 
right shows him and Ann 
receiving the award from 
International Secretary-
Treasurer Emil Baijot. 

 

 

 



 

Contact Us 
District	  VIII	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  WEB	  SITE	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  District8.gyro.ws	  
(under	  construction)	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  CALGARY	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  CASTLEGAR	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  CRANBROOK	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  EDMONTON	  
	  	  	  	  	  CROSSROADS	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  EDMONTON	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  LETHBRIDGE	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  NELSON	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  REGINA	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  SHERWOOD	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  PARK	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  SPOKANE	  
	  
	  	  	  	  STAMPEDE	  CITY	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  WALLACE	  

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District VIII is also proud to be home 
for the new International 2nd Vice 
President Dale Woodroffe. Dale was 
inducted at the Annual Installation 
Banquet on June 27 in Buffalo. He 
will become President in 2017 at a 
location to be determined. Check the 
picture of Dale and Mary Ann with 
the new flag at the head table. 

 

 

 

Executive Biography 

 

I am Ken Baker, Secretary Treasurer for the 
coming year.  I was born in 1947 in Regina and 
spent the 1st 18 years of my life on a farm 
south of Regina.  In 1965 I attended the 
Saskatchewan Technical Institute in Moose Jaw 
where I spent the next couple of years.  Upon 
graduation I took a job in Calgary with the 
Canada Revenue Agency where I spent the 1st 
10 years of my working life. 

In 1968 I met Ann.  We married in 1969.  We have 2 children (both in 
Calgary) and 2 grandchildren. 

In 1978 I left the Canada Revenue Agency and started my own accounting 
practice.  For the next 28 years I met and worked with many wonderful 
people.  One of those people introduced me to Gyro Club of Calgary in 1995.  
I joined almost immediately. Probably the 2nd best thing that ever happened 
to me (see preceding paragraph)! 

Since joining Gyro, I have served in Club as Treasurer and President.  I have 
served District as the Governor in 2011-2012 and this will be my 3rd term as 
your District Secretary Treasurer.  Needless to say I am proud to be involved 
with our wonderful organization. 

In 1996 we went to our 1st International Convention and we were hooked. 
Over the past 20 years Ann and I have attended many conventions, both 
District and International.  We are truly blessed to have met so many people 
from across Canada and the United States that we are proud to call our 
friends.  

News Across the District 
As discussed at the District Meeting in May there must be better 
communication via our District website so I am pleased to report that Jim 
Copeland is taking this on as a project. Thanks Jim! 

I hope you are thinking about options for future District conventions. As noted 
earlier our Dale Woodroffe is being installed as International President in June 



Future Events 
2015 Curl-A-Rama 
Banff, Alberta       
November 6-8 

 

2016 Interim 
Convention     
Savannah, Georgia        
February 8-12 

 

2016 District VIII 
Convention    
Fairmont Hot Springs 
May 26-28 

 

2016 International 
Convention            
Red Lake, Ontario         
July 11-17 

 

 

2017 and it would be very appropriate to have that event in our District. I will 
be consulting with clubs on this but please call me if you have thoughts or 
questions (403-629-6345 on my cell)  

The Regina Installation Dinner on June 11 was very enjoyable. It was great 
to visit a club that is 92 years young and meet gyros that enjoy their regular 
meetings with musical entertainment. Alex MacDonald is the new President. 
He is a English Professor at the University of Regina. 

John officiated on June 20 at the 40 year old Sherwood Park Club 
installations at the Log Cabin.  Bill Austin is incoming president. He has been 
in Gyro for 14 years and has been a winning skip at curl-a-rama. 

Curl-A-Rama is being organized by the Calgary Club (John Hodgson as 
Chair). It is on Nov. 6-8 in Banff with the fees of $240 including 2 nights of 
accommodation, Friday hospitality and food, 2 breakfasts, a Saturday banquet 
and of course curling. Without curling it is $175. A steal of a deal for the most 
fun you can have with your kilt on. 

I was asked for the origins of the awards that district provides. This is some 
history that we should capture on-line. For example the Calgary and 
Stampede Club has details on the history of Curl-a-Rama at 
http://stampedecity.gyro.ws/Curlarama_Intro_Page2.htm 

1. Ladies Low Gross –donated by the Edmonton Crossroads Club – won 
by Judi Fillo of Stampede City 

2. Ladies Low Net –donated by Ivy Renney – won by Katy Pattison of 
Stampede City 

3. Mens Low Gross –donated in the name of Lorne Graban by Trail –won 
by Garry Pattison of Stampede City 

4. Man Mile Award –donated by Maurice Klinkhammer –won by Lethbridge 

5. Membership Award – donated by Russ Carter – awarded to Wallace. 

6. Bulletin Award – First awarded in 1989 – now awarded to Fred Schulte 
of Edmonton Club 

 

Your Friend in Gyro 

Alan Pentney 

Governor District VIII 

 


