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Directors:  Rick Craddock, Art Merrick, Peter Sachatsky, Gordon Stewart,  
 

 
I WAS JUST THINKING…. If you can’t say something 
nice, say it in French (My thoughts as I lie in my hammock 

in Quebec). 
 

 

EDITOR’S RANT 
As I sit on the porch of our Quebec cottage, I recall bragging 
that we didn’t have mosquitoes here. The little blood suckers 
have given us a pass, perhaps preferring Francophone 
hemoglobin. What I neglected to mention was the miserable 
deer fly. These are not mere blood suckers, they are first 
order carnivores. Fortunately their lifespan is short and after 
a three week onslaught, they all die off in one day. I pray it is 
tomorrow.  
 

Our  brand new 17.5 Bayliner, purchased in Montreal and 
delivered 4 days later, is finally running. It only took one mechanic from the city a mere 
7 hours plus 8 hours of travel time over two days to “fine tune” it so that it would run.  
Then I slipped and cracked a rib getting into the boat during repairs, thus ending my 7 
AM daily golf dates for the month of July.  

Our only neighbor decided this year to rebuild, enlarge and move his garage giving us a 
choice of diverting our access to our property round this obstacle or building a branch 
road some 100 feet further up the mountain thereby allowing us to come down to our 
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place via stairs or an elevator. Both options appeared to involve a lot of dynamite. The 
troops have been moved up to the front, the lawyers have been consulted but no shots 
have been fired to date. Stay tuned for more breaking drama with the Hatfields & 
McCoys.     

             

Aside from this little wrinkle, our entire family is here, including the grandkids. The water 
is warm and there is no view we’d rather enjoy than the one from our deck. We are two 
strokes of a paddle from 10,000 feet of untouched wooded shoreline, a unique 
International border and   rolling mountain ranges that grace the horizon from the 
EasternTownships  to New Hampshire and the Adirondacks. In 1908, Judge Robert 
Stanley Weir penned the English words to Calixa Lavallee’s music right here on Lake 
Memphremagog.  Did you know that “O Canada”  is NOT a translation?  
                
Having written this “letter from camp”, I am reminded of Brooklyn comedian Allen 
Sherman who sang a musical letter to his parents from Camp Granada. Google “Allan 
Sherman Hello Muddah Lyrics” if you aren’t familiar with it or have forgotten, then sing     
along to my version below. 
                              

 

 

Hello Gyros.  Hello Gyrettes 

Also critters, also pirates 

I am writing from the PQ 

I’m so far away that I can’t even see you 

 

It’s been cloudy. Now it’s pouring 

And our stress is almost soaring 

Brand new boat that wouldn’t run, now  

After 5 days we can start to have some fun now.  

 

But we’re feuding, with our neighbour 

First with lawyers, soon with saber 

Wants to block our cottage access 

He’s ignoring what Quebec law says the facts is. 

 

                                ****** 

 

Cracked a rib. The bulletin is way behind. 

I am just about to lose my mind 

My golf is done for now 

There’s wrinkles in my furrowed brow. 

 

 

Ibuprophen is my newest life support.   

My neighbour’s building a big fort 

I cry, I curse, I pray 



I’m living day   by   day. 

 

                               ****** 

 

 

Wait a minute, its stopped snowing 

Grandkids swimming, boat horn’s blowing 

Lots of tubing. Gee that’s better 

Gyros Gyrettes kindly disregard this letter. 

 

 
 

 

AGING GYROS: 
 
The following brethern have reached another milestone on the steeplechace of life: 

Sid Slade (July 15); Bill Austin (July 18); Keith Bradley (July 22);  

Gary Kleebaum (July24); Rusty Climie (July 29) 

The following are hot on their heels:  John Evans (August 10);  

Bernie Kropp (August16);Nester Chomik (August 24).  So far, so good, gentlemen. 

 

                      
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/AwesomeTakesPractice/photos/a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715/790203827691742/?type=1&relevant_count=1


 
 
 

 LAST MEETING:   HORSE SHOE NIGHT 
 
The pictures pretty much say it all. Fun, beer pizza and not a single horse lost (although 
three of them were running around in their sox for the evening.) 37 flung the iron.  The 
big winners were President Ray Davis and Rusty Climie. B side winners were Dorne 
Hunt and Al Gordon. A huge THANK YOU to Sid Slade for rounding up and unshoeing 
those critters and organizing another great evening.  

                
 

                       ASIDE                             BESIDE 
 
                                 (sorry, I couldn’t help myself) 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                  Form and style is everything 
 



            
            Setting the winners’ table                       Critics’ Gallery 
 

  

 

AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT: Well, not really a 
meeting but a WING DING WINDUP 
 
The season windup and crowning (installation of officers for the coming year) took place 
on Friday the 13th of June at the Log Cabin in Sherwood Park. Greg Smith was the go-
to guy and put on a great evening with the help of a lot of Gyros and Gyrettes (Who I 
can’t remember now because it is August). 
The socializing was superb, the food was fantastic, the oaths were OK and the 
speeches were ….  speeches. Actually they were heartfelt, enthusiastic and entertaining 
– who could ask for more? 

 
Just as a reminder our fearless leaders for the coming year include: Past President 
Lawrence Zalasky; President Ray Davis; Vice President  Bill Austin; Directors Art 
Merick, Gord Stewart, Peter Sachatsky and Rick Craddock; Treasurer Erik Braun; 
Secretary John Williams; Registrar Dorne Hunt; Health and Welfare Minister Don 
Greig. 
 
We showed our age when the party was over, the venue was cleared and cleaned and 
the parking lot was empty by 9 PM. 
 

 
NEXT ACTUAL MEETING   September 3rd AGM at the GCCC. 
  
The budget has been drafted for discussion. A stimulating agenda has been struck and 
the first actual meeting of the new season awaits your attendance and participation.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

                   
           The one armed chef was as busy as a one armed chef              The crowd appreciated it 

 

 

 

 

 

                
                           Al Bleiken toasts the ladies                                Jan Bradley roasts the men 

 

 



                  
       A beaming Ray’s inaugural speech         Outgoing district VIII Gov. Jim Malott holds the audience spellbound 

 

 

 

 

 

  
               Combination oath/literacy test                           You is now officially our chief fearless leader 



                                      
                                                Has-been pres. Lawrence gets pinned 

 

 
                                 “Cleanup on aisle four” 

 

 

WEALTH AND HELLFIRE:          
 
We were saddened to learn of the passing of Bill Carter’s Mum, Madeline (Mandy) on 
July 16th at the age of 97.  Some members of the club who were on the 1990 Gyro 
Cruise will remember Mandy; she liked to have a good time and fit in very well with 
those members who were on that memory maker. Our deepest sympathy goes out to 
you and your family, Bill. 
 
  
Our thoughts and prayers for a positive outcome are with Greg and Janis Clarke's 4 
year old granddaughter recently diagnosed with kidney cancer. 



                                

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA Dept.         

      

     
 

          
                           (well, in Quebec, anyway) 
                 

 

  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=567964119889249&set=a.158139670871698.33824.139729956046003&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=595027127210989&set=a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407&type=1&relevant_count=1


                                                                     

                                 

                                             
                                                                                             

 

 

 

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

      
I would love to have been a fly on the wall  

of the marketing meeting when this brand 

name got the go-ahead “Look its 5 PM on 

a long weekend Friday, pick from the bowl”. 

 

                      

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=813077385369908&set=a.115969958413991.17486.114517875225866&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/Chez106/photos/a.186355312233.139593.83715487233/10152008070382234/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/Chez106/photos/a.186355312233.139593.83715487233/10152010204287234/?type=1&relevant_count=1


ANIMAL INSTINKS: 

 

                             Puppy Selfies 
 
 

           

 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=703394126372713&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/georgehtakei/photos/a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349/939278119434975/?type=1&relevant_count=1
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=613924081970382&set=a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349&type=1&relevant_count=1


NEWS ON OTHER FRONTS: 
 
On July 17th 32 brave sandbaggers battled a wet and blustery day at Belvidere Golf and 
Country Club for the annual GYRO SUMMER GOLF TOURNY. Our reporters had so 
much “fun” they can’t for the life of them recall who all the big winners were. However, 
rumor has it Jack Beattie may have won the low gross trophy and Roger Delveaux 
nabbed low net. The team of Bill Austin, Augie Annicchiarrico and Erik Braun were at 
least in the “honesty’ running.    
 
The one certainty is that nobody on the course that day should quit their day jobs, even 
if they are retired.  
 
 
 
 

 

            
                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WEB SITE 
 
Our Web Site needs your attention. There is little 
evidence that we are using this great communication 
tool to anywhere near its potential. Doug and Jim 
spent countless hours putting it together. Now it is 
our turn to show our appreciation by 1) visiting the 
web site; 2) participating in the active opportunities it 
provides (e.g. members’ comments and chat);   
3) finding someone to step up and maintain it. 

   

 

 

 

          
REMINDER  - Summer Picnic 
 

It is Important to etch this is your brain. The picnic previously scheduled for August 16th 
has been moved to Sunday August 17th. It is still to be held at Bernie and Brenda 
Kropp’s. If you show up on the 16th, bring a tent so you can sleep over until everybody 
else arrives. Stay tuned for what you will need to bring when you come to the picnic. 
Rumor has it that it should include lawn chairs, your own beverage choice, and a salad 
or dessert plus $5 per person for the meat that will be supplied. A message will come in 
some mysterious way when you least expect it so BE ALERT. 
 
 

 

 

 

.   

 



Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 

 

                             
                                         

 

 

And the last word: 

 

       
 

SB 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=752706864774772&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1


               
 

 

 

 


