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I WAS JUST THINKING…. 
My life has a superb cast but I can’t 
figure out the plot 
 
 
 
EDITOR’S RANT  

There’s an election coming up. Not in 2015, when the Feds 
duke it out with attack ads and empty promises; not in the 
Ukraine where elections are held when enough people are 

killed and riots provoked to force the world’s attention; not in Afghanistan where there is 
no history of a fair election in a thousand years; not in India where women are in danger 
of being forced back into an even more patriarchal society. I’m talking about an election 
whereby Gyros get to exercise their democratic right to choose their leadership and 
have fun doing it.  The key word here is FUN. Sure, we can have just enough 
candidates to fill the necessary positions and declare winners by acclamation. But 
where’s the fun in that?  What makes election night fun is the creative thought that goes 
into a campaign. The fun is in the drama, the raucous behaviour, the mock bribery. 
Leave the real attempts at buying votes, negativity, and empty pledges to the partisan 
politicians. Put the fun back in politics and let your name stand for office in our club on 
May 28th. Then figure out how you can out-entertain your opponents with your wit, 
wackiness and sense of silly. Regardless of the election’s outcome we will all emerge 
as winners. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 
 
As outlined in our constitution, a new slate of officers and directors are elected or 
appointed to oversee our clubs business operations starting on July 1st of each year. 
Elections this year are on May 28th, 2014.  
Article V thru VII of our constitution outlines the terms and activities of each position. 
Each club member has at some point received a written copy of the revised constitution.  
The constitution is also available on our Sherwood Park Website. Please take the time 
to review and familiarize yourself with this section. 
I am asking that you review this section for selfish reasons. As simple as it is described 
in the constitution is how simple it is filling the position. I have gone thru the position of 
Director, Vice President and now President and have found it not to be time consuming, 
onerous or challenging. Why????? Because each position has specific duties, because 
we the have support of other serving board members and because we are amongst 
friends. 
The elected Board of Directors consists of a President, Vice President, and 4 Directors ( 
2 elected for a 2 year term and 2 serving their remaining 1 year), and the Past President 
together with the appointed positions of secretary and treasurer. The President position 
is assumed generally by the previous year Vice President and the Past President is a 
no brainer. 
So, what is expected of us?    
There are Four (4) Directors that sit on the Board of the Sherwood Park Gyro Club.  
Two Board of Directors elected for a two year term are responsible for the meeting 
schedule for the year. Their work includes coming up with the events and appointing an 
on to chairman and his support for each event. Every Gyro member who has been 
asked to participate for an event regardless of role has done so willingly. When the 
schedule is complete, the bulk of the work for these two individuals is also complete. 
For the balance of the year they will follow up with the on to chairman a month in 
advance to ensure that the next event arrangements are in progress. 
The directors serving their second year on the Board support the first year directors as 
well as looking after the social aspects of the club. They are also support for the Vice 
President and President. 
The Vice President’s primary responsibility is to the event schedule and to liaison with 
the German Canadian Club in confirming meeting attendance numbers. The information 
he conveys is the information received from the on to event chairman. Further 
responsibilities are to support the President and sit on the election committee. 
 
And now for the most dreaded position, that of Club President. Let me say from the 
outset that this is one of the easiest, most rewarding and enjoyable positions you can 
hold. Why? Well it is because everyone else is doing the work. Since assuming the 
position at the turnover meeting on June 25th, 2013, the bulk of the work was done 
during the next three meetings in July and August.  The event schedules, the budget 
and the direction of the Sherwood Park Gyro Club were completed and unanimously 
adopted by the Board of Directors. The budget was adopted as presented and amended 
at the business meeting in September, 2013.  



Since then I have developed an agenda template for future meetings that basically 
requires a date change. Marge and I had fun planning the Presidents Christmas Party 
as part of our formal responsibilities. Only three months remain in my Presidency. 
Where has the time gone? 
Am I over simplifying or understating the duties and responsibilities of all Board of 
Directors positions? No, it is what it is! Ask any board member and you will get the 
same positive response.  
I know some, no many, who are snow birds. That shouldn’t stop you from participating. 
This coming year Ray Davis will assume the position of President and he is generally 
absent 5-6 months. This year he performed his duties as VP while vacationing in Palm 
Springs. His year as President will be completed in the same fashion. Rays support will 
come from within during his absence. Rays organizational skills and his laptop will be 
his biggest assets.  
The purpose for this writing is to encourage membership to consider an active part on 
the board of our club. Having said that, I’ve always maintained that I/we didn’t join Gyro 
to become a Board member or President. We joined for the friendship, fellowship and 
camaraderie which we have. But, there are lesser roles on the board that we can 
participate in that will contribute to our future and to our success. The encouragement 
that I offer is for you to participate at the highest level you feel comfortable at.   
We are the envy of Gyro. We belong to one of the best and strongest clubs in Gyro. 
                     And, “We are the Best and the Strongest because of You”!     
 
Lawrence Zalasky, President 
                     

          
Greetings to all.  I am sure some of you will get this more than once.  For this I 
apologize but I want to make sure no one is missed.  A couple of you have already told 
me your intentions for Guess Who’s Coming to Nibble and I ask that everyone else 
respond even if you are not participating.  Otherwise you will just hear from me again. If 
there are any new members or proposed members, feel free to pass this on to them.  
They will not be on the Gyrette distribution list until they are installed but we do not want 
them to miss out on an event. 
  
The spring Guess Who’s Coming to Nibble is set for Saturday, May 24 at 7:30 pm.  I am 
looking for responses from everyone by May 14 stating if you will or will not be able to 
participate and if so if you are able or willing to host two or three couples in your home. 
  
The host provides their home, some form of entertainment or activity, dessert and 
coffee.  The guests arrive at 7:30 pm with an appetizer to share and their own 
beverages for the evening.  No one but me knows who will be at each venue.  I will 
confirm with the hosts about a week before to ensure they still wish to host and will 
confirm details, numbers and directions as needed.  I will contact the guests a few days 
before with their host location and directions if needed.  Each host is asked to send me 
a short summary of the evening, which will be posted in the Bulletin. 
  



For anyone who has not participated in the past this is a fun, casual evening for all in a 
small group setting.  It is a great opportunity to get to know a few of your fellow gyros a 
bit better and if you happen to be with old friends just a great chance to catch up with 
some great food and company. 
  
I look forward to hearing from everyone and do hope you will be able to participate in 
this fun evening. 
  
Please send your responses to me at  
  
jan.gordon@shaw.ca 
  
780-464-2912 
                              
Jan 

 
AGING GYROS: 
 
Five of our members are either in celebration or denial mode this month. 
We wish you all another year of wreckless abandon (wrecks can be 
painful). We will also ignore the “rinkles”. 
George Screpnek (3rd); Barry Pratt (4th); Jim Malott (5th);  
Peter Sachatsky (5th); George Ward (8th); Lloyd Wilson (15th)   
 
 
Here’s one for you old Pilots celebrating birthdays: 
 
 
You think you have lived to be 80 plus and know who you are, then along comes 
someone and blows it all to hell! 
 
An old pilot sat down at the Starbucks, still wearing his old flight jacket and ordered a 
cup of coffee.  
 
As he sat sipping his coffee, a young woman sat down next to him. 
 
She turned to the pilot and asked, 
 
Are you a real pilot? 
 
He replied, 'Well, I've spent my whole life flying planes, first Stearmans, then the early 
Grummans... flew a Wildcat and Corsair in WWII, and later in the Korean conflict, 
Banshees and Cougars. I've taught more than 260 people to fly and given rides to 
hundreds, so I guess I am a pilot. And you, what are you?  

mailto:jan.gordon@shaw.ca


 
She said, 'I'm a lesbian. I spend my whole day thinking about naked women. As soon as 
I get up in the morning, I think about naked women. When I shower, I think about naked 
women. When I watch TV, I think about naked women. It seems everything makes me 
think of naked women.'  
 
The two sat sipping in silence.  
 
A little while later, a young man sat down on the other side of the old pilot and asked: 
"Are you a real pilot?” 
 
He replied, 'I always thought I was, but I just found out I'm a lesbian."You think you have 
lived to be 80 plus and know who you are, then along comes someone and blows it all 
to hell! 
 
An old pilot sat down at the Starbucks, still wearing his old flight jacket and ordered a 
cup of coffee.  
 
As he sat sipping his coffee, a young woman sat down next to him. 
 
She turned to the pilot and asked, 
 
Are you a real pilot? 
 
He replied, 'Well, I've spent my whole life flying planes, first Stearmans, then the early 
Grummans... flew a Wildcat and Corsair in WWII, and later in the Korean conflict, 
Banshees and Cougars. I've taught more than 260 people to fly and given rides to 
hundreds, so I guess I am a pilot. And you, what are you?  
 
She said, 'I'm a lesbian. I spend my whole day thinking about naked women. As soon as 
I get up in the morning, I think about naked women. When I shower, I think about naked 
women. When I watch TV, I think about naked women. It seems everything makes me 
think of naked women.'  
 
The two sat sipping in silence.  
 
A little while later, a young man sat down on the other side of the old pilot and asked: 
"Are you a real pilot?” 
 
He replied, 'I always thought I was, but I just found out I'm a lesbian."                            

 
 

     
 
 



 
LAST MEETING:  Auction Night 
 
 

 
        Bill explains the difference between “silent”      “Silently” checking out some tempting items 
        and “live” items to Al 

 
    
Over 80% of our membership showed up at our traditional 
watering hole, the GCCC, to bid each other up at our year’s major 
(only?) fund raising event. By night’s end over $8600 was in the 
hands of our treasurer. Anyone who has spotted Erik since 
Wednesday evening is asked to call President Lawrence. He was 
seen loitering around a bank Thursday morning but that could be 
coincidental. 
A fun time was had by all as they parted with their cash for live 
and silent auction items. Bill Carter, as he does every year, kept 
us laughing, groaning and bidding. A huge THANK YOU goes out 
to organizers, Vic Savenky, Richard Craddock, Jim Malott and 
auctioneer Bill Carter. 

  

                                      
                                       

 



 
NEXT MEETING:  Trap Shooting May 15th 
 
There’s nothing like an evening out with the boys shooting traps. 
The familiar call of “Come on seven! Baby needs a new pair of 
shoes!” brings back memories of younger, freer days when we 
played poker or shot….wait a minute, that was CRAPS, wasn’t it?! 
OK. Bring your gun and your need to shoot something. If 
insufficient pigeons are shot, steak will also be provided as a Plan 
B.   Kropp., Carter and Slade LLC will be overseeing the shoot-
out and should be contacted asap or forever keep your trap shut. 
(I always wanted to say that).  
*The following message has come in from Bernie Kropp: 
 

ANNUAL TRAP SHOOTING 

THURSDAY 
MAY 15, 2014 

5:30 START ARRIVE EARLY  

I HAVE SPOKEN TO MOST MEMBERS TO GET THEIR PLAN TO ATTEND. 

IF YOU PLAN TO BRING A GUEST OR TWO YOU MUST LET ME KNOW 

OR WE WILL NOT HAVE ENOUGH STEAKS. OUR KITCHEN STAFF 

HEADED BY SID SLADE NEED TO KNOW BEFORE MAY 9 TO GET OUR 

SUPPLIES. 

I PLAN TO BRING A FEW CRIB BOARDS FOR THOSE WHO CHOOSE NOT 

TO SHOOT 

MEAL COST FOR GUESTS WILL REMAIN AT $20.00/GUEST 

 ANY PRIZES YOU WANT TO REMOVE FROM YOUR POCESSION, 

PLEASE BRING THEM. 

IF YOU ARE A HUNTER AND HAVE A GUN YOU WOULD SHARE 

PLEASE BRING IT. 
GOOGLE MAPS SHOW DIRECTIONS AS: 

FROM SHERWOOD PARK TAKE HWY. 216 (HENDAY) TO AB 2 SOUTH TOWARD 

CALGARY, TAKE EXIT 525 TO MERGE ONTO AB-19 TOWARD DEVON TURN LEFT 

ON RGE. RD. 254 DESTINATION ON LEFT. 

PLEASE EMAIL bkropp@berja group.com  

or  

phone (780) 467-9886 to let me know how many guests you plan to bring. 

come early, stay late and have fun 



 
 
 

WEALTH AND HELLFIRE: 
 
It appears that all those in recovery or treatment mode are doing well. High Fives all 
around! 
 

 

GYRETTE NEWS: 

 

28 ladies met at Belvedere Golf & Country Club on April 30th.  We enjoyed a wonderful meal & 

re-united with all the snowbirds we haven’t seen since January.  Thanks to Carol Lesniak for the 

organization. 

Next meeting is election night to be held May 28th, hosted by Jan Bradley, Lynn Davis & Brenda 

Kopp   

Next book club meeting will be held May 21st  at Barb Hunt’s House to discuss Guilty Wives by 

James Patterson.    . 

The next Gyrette Book Club will be at Barb Hunt's house at 107 Nottingham Road on 

Wednesday, May 21 at 7:00 pm.   780-464-0255 

 

The book we are reading is Guilty Wives by James Patterson. Barb says this is a quick, 

suspenseful, interesting read. It is available on line, at the library and likely at second hand 

bookstores as well. 

 

No need to RSVP.  If you want to join us just show up at 7:00 pm. 

 
 
Reminder to Remind Each Other….Plan now on notifying Jan Gordon of your intentions 
to participate in GUESS WHO’S COMING TO NIBBLE , Saturday, May 24th 
          

  
             



 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA Dept.         

      

    
                 

  
                                                                          

                                 
                        

   

 

  

 

                                                                         

https://www.facebook.com/Chez106/photos/a.186355312233.139593.83715487233/10152006969677234/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=553056511408051&set=a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/647287205318314/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/646300215417013/?type=1&relevant_count=1


 

 

 

                                     
  

SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

   
 

        Had to think about it for a minute, didn’t you?                    

https://www.facebook.com/IFeakingLoveScience/photos/a.456449604376056.98921.367116489976035/806770769343936/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/georgehtakei/photos/a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349/932952290067558/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/georgehtakei/photos/a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349/898602263502561/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/Chez106/photos/a.186355312233.139593.83715487233/10152009918077234/?type=1&relevant_count=1


ANIMAL INSTINKS: 

 

                              (sorry) 

             
               
   

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/638846902829011/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=656973677665422&set=a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349&type=1&relevant_count=1


Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 

 

                             
 

 

 

 

                                     

And the last word: 

            
 
For those of us who remain in denial and have not taken up the Ray Davis challenge, I guess our only 
option is to start empting our brains! There has been a hole in my marble bag for some time so this 
strategy may not be a useful personal alternative. 

 SB 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=722703231108469&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=720164554695670&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1


               
 

 


