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The Club’s Grand Poobahs: 
President: Lawrence Zalasky;  Vice President: Ray Davis;   Past President: Don Greig 

Treasurer: Erik Braun;   Secretary: John Williams;   Registrar: Dorne Hunt  

Directors:  Bill Carter, Art Merrick, Gordon Stewart,  Lloyd Wilson  

I WAS JUST THINKING…. 
I’m feeling super lazy today (which is 
like normal lazy except that I’m 
wearing a cape!) 
 

EDITOR’S RANT   

 
When I learned in December that on January 1

st
,  the First Nation’s 

community of Hobbema was to be renamed Maskwacis, a Cree 

word for Bear Hills, it got me thinking – not always a good sign in my case. The name Hobbema 

was not a Cree word as I had assumed, but the name of an obscure 19
th

 century Dutch painter. 

I’m sure the Cree were thrilled with the choice in which they were no doubt active participants. 

Who wouldn’t assume that Hobbema was a perfect fit for the Cree to call home? The arrogance 

of our forefathers in the way they decided what was best for the people they had taken over is 

becoming better known and the fact that it is not ancient history but a part of our immediate past 

and in many cases still our present, is disturbing. We can easily talk about “moving beyond the 

past” but having willfully destroyed a people for our own profit and religious biases, we need to 

understand that “moving on” is much easier for the oppressor than the oppressed. It was we, the 

invaders, who took away the native’s land, dignity, sense of identity, traditions and human rights. 

We introduced disease, alcohol and “whitening” in exchange for land, furs, natural resources and 

dominance. We all have stories of reserve houses where floors have been torn up for firewood or 

children sniffing gas until they decide enough is enough and kill themselves. “Drunken Indians” 

has long been a sad cliché underlining the fact that we gave the booze to a disheartened people 

who were genetically less capable of incorporating it into their systems than we were.  Of course, 

the First Nations here in Canada are not alone in feeling the haughty hand of oppression of the 
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ruling class.  Natives and Hispanics in the US have lots of stories to tell. The Aboriginals in 

Australia have suffered for generations. We, as a “white” society, tend to look down on any 

group other than our own. This is a dangerous attitude that does not bode well for our survival. In 

fact, there is growing evidence that we are nearing the end of Caucasian dominance in the world. 

India and China are poised to take over, not just by sheer numbers but by the power of 

economics, technology and strategy. China already owns a vast part of America. The middle 

class population in India is now greater than the entire population of the United States. The 

tables are inevitably going to turn. Let’s hope the new dominators are more generous and gentle 

than we have been. 

 

Editor’s Note: This rant is certainly heavier than most and if you find it made you feel rather 

uncomfortable, that was not my intention - well, maybe just a little. Much of the visually 

entertaining material that appears in each issue is gathered over a period of time. I have been 

collecting some cartoons that dealt with this subject for a while and I decided to put them all in 

one issue and create a rant to match. It would have probably been better suited to a blog but I 

don’t blog (yet). I enjoyed venting and I suppose that is what most people’s rants are about. I 

will return to less serious topics next issue. 

  
 

 
LAST MEETING:  Billiards/Pool Night 
With the change in venue, the organizer was still unable to sufficiently confuse Gyros to 
prevent 17 non-snowbirds from showing up at Caffrey’s for some “Long stick ‘n  8-ball”  
action and some eatin’ too. Nobody got their vehicle damaged this year (I believe Jim 
Copeland was the victim of a hit and run last year) and it was a fun evening, free from 
much sex and violence although coarse language kept it from attaining a PG rating. 
Kudo’s to Al Gordon for overseeing a fine evening. The Winning Pair, Lawrence 
Zalasky and John Williams took home some fine wine. Runners up, Gord Stewart 
and Bruce Schelske had to settle for wine of a lesser state of fineness, possibly 
because poor Gord’s pool cue was obviously damaged on the way to the event. It 
arrived in two pieces and he had to screw it together. 
 
 

  
 

     Lawrence and John – primo pool sharks                   Bruce and Gord – almost hustlers 



NEXT MEETING:  February 5
th

   Liar’s Dice 
 
Now that’s something we can get our teeth into. “Shanks Olympyks” has been cancelled 
and we will be returning to our familiar venue, the GCCC. If you want Olympyks, watch 
Sochi on TV. If you want to practice your “Untruthfulness” skills, come join us on the 5th. 
Lawrence Zalasky is our go-to guy. 
 

 
AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT: February 19

th
  Bowling 

 
Nope. My guess is the venue for this one will not be Caffrey’s since they only have pool 
tables.  It’s Bill Carter’s call though. 
 

 
GYRETTE NEWS: 
 
 
Please join Judy Taylor & Brenda Jones for an evening of food, laughter & charades 
 
When:  January 29 th – 6 P.M. 
 
Where:  The home of Brenda Jones – 252 Foxboro Cres.  Sherwood Park 
 
PLEASE E-MAIL JAN GORDON  IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND 
 
OR CALL JUDY TAYLOR  or  BRENDA JONES. You may have to beg now since the 
response deadline was January 22nd but begging has been known to be productive. 
              
Speaking of productive begging…I once took photos and contributed some sheckles to 
a prototypical beggar woman on some steps near the “Wailing Wall” in Jerusalem. I 
stood back and watched her and engaged in conversation with a shop owner. “O,  she 
is here every day. She does quite well. She owns a nice condo here in the city and 
another in Miami”, he told me. Just then, she pulled up her sleeve, checked her Rolex, 
bundled up her “stuff” and headed on up the road to her home. Five o’clock was 
obviously quitting time.  I know…this has absolutely nothing to do with anything. 
 

The guys at the barber shop asked me what actress I would like to 

be trapped in an elevator with. 

I told them “The one who knows how to fix elevators.” 

I’m old, tired and pee a lot. 
(Thanks , Don Coyne) 

 



GYRO AUCTION APRIL 30TH 

             
 

What will you donate to put your fellow 

Gyros into bidding frenzie? 

 
Items are already coming in to Vic Syvenky  

 

 

 

    PLAN NOW     SAVE UP NOW   

 

MAKE THIS EVENT THE BEST EVER!  

 



MEANWHILE IN CANADA Dept.     
    

  

Over 50% of Americans and Commonwealth Country members surveyed, had no idea what the 

Canadian meaning of these words was. 

October 9
th

 - a couple of years ago 

On her radio show, Dr. Laura said that, as an observant Orthodox Jew, homosexuality is an 

abomination according to Leviticus 18:22, and cannot becondoned under any circumstance. The 

following response is an open letter to Dr. Schlesinger, written by a US man and posted on the 

Internet  …an interesting and, in my mind an entertaining way of making a point. : 

 

Dear Dr. Laura: 

 

Thank you for doing so much to educate people regarding God's Law. I have learned a great 

deal from your show and try to share that knowledge with as many people as I can. When 

someone tries to defend the homosexual lifestyle, for example, I simply remind them that 

Leviticus 18:22 clearly states it to be an abomination. End of debate. I do need some advice from 

you, however, regarding some other elements of God's Laws and how to follow them. 

 

1. Leviticus 25:44 states that I may possess slaves, both male and female, provided they are 

purchased from neighboring nations. A friend of mine claims that this applies to Mexicans, but 

not Canadians. Can you clarify? Why can't I own Canadians? 

 

2. I would like to sell my daughter into slavery, as sanctioned in Exodus 21:7. In this day and 

age, what do you think would be a fair price for her? 

 

3. I know that I am allowed no contact with a woman while she is in her period of menstrual 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=569427676437601&set=a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407&type=1


uncleanliness - Lev.15: 19-24. The problem is, how do I tell? I have tried asking, but most 

women take offense. 

 

4. When I burn a bull on the altar as a sacrifice, I know it creates a pleasing odor for the Lord - 

Lev.1:9. The problem is my neighbors. They claim the odor is not pleasing to them. Should I 

smite them? 

 

5. I have a neighbor who insists on working on the Sabbath. Exodus 35:2 clearly states he should 

be put to death. Am I morally obligated to kill him myself, or should I ask the police to do it? 

 

6. A friend of mine feels that even though eating shellfish is an abomination, Lev. 11:10, it is a 

lesser abomination than homosexuality. I don't agree. Can you settle this? Are there 'degrees' of 

abomination? 

 

7. Lev. 21:20 states that I may not approach the altar of God if I have a defect in my sight. I have 

to admit that I wear reading glasses. Does my vision have to be 20/20, or is there some wiggle-

room here? 

 

8. Most of my male friends get their hair trimmed, including the hair around their temples, even 

though this is expressly forbidden by Lev. 19:27. How should they die? 

 

9. I know from Lev. 11:6-8 that touching the skin of a dead pig makes me unclean, but may I still 

play football if I wear gloves? 

 

10. My uncle has a farm. He violates Lev.19:19 by planting two different crops in the same field, 

as does his wife by wearing garments made of two different kinds of thread (cotton/polyester 

blend). He also tends to curse and blaspheme a lot. Is it really necessary that we go to all the 

trouble of getting the whole town together to stone them? Lev.24:10-16. Couldn't we just burn 

them to death at a private family affair, like we do with people who sleep with their in-laws? 

(Lev. 20:14) 

 

I know you have studied these things extensively and thus enjoy considerable expertise in such 

matters, so I'm confident you can help. 

 

Thank you again for reminding us that God's word is eternal and unchanging. 

 

Your adoring fan, 

 

James M. Kauffman, 

 

Ed.D. Professor Emeritus, 

 

Dept. Of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education University of Virginia 

 

P.S. (It would be a damn shame if we couldn't own a Canadian.) 

       

  

                                                                                                 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS  

 

    
 

 
 

 

The First And True Language Of America 

 (I’m waiting in line behind a woman speaking on her cellphone in another language. Ahead of 

her is a white man. After the woman hangs up, he speaks up.) 

Man: “I didn’t want to say anything while you were on the phone, but you’re in America now. 

You need to speak English.” 

Woman: “Excuse me?” 

Man: *very slow* “If you want to speak Mexican, go back to Mexico. In America, we speak 

English.” 

Woman: “Sir, I was speaking Navajo. If you want to speak English, go back to England.” 

                        

 

http://notalwaysright.com/the-first-and-true-language-of-america/31947
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153694361570377&set=a.10151016241250377.770028.212641675376&type=1&relevant_count=1


This country would not be in such a mess if the Indians had 

adopted more stringent immigration laws. 

                       
 

             
 

                   



FUN ANIMAL PICS:  
 

        
 

              ************** 

Counting down to launch day… 6,5,4,3,2,1    
   Sherwood Park Gyro Club Web Site.  
    OMG!   FEBRUARY 1ST IS ALMOST HERE!! 

Follow Doug and Jim’s instructions, pick your password and                       

STAND BY. 

      ********************* 
ANATOMY FACTS THAT ARE BOUND TO COME IN 

HANDY SOONER OR LATER: 

 

 Humans are the only animals to produce emotional 

tears. 

 

 The human heart creates enough pressure to squirt 

blood 30 feet in the air. 

http://motleydogs.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Dog-humpsalot-should-be-registered-Funny-dog-photo-with-captions.jpg


Late news flash.... One of our member couples have discovered 

they can’t make the Big Convention in Wallace, Idaho June 19-22. 

They have an actual room reserved available in Wallace - a rare 

thing indeed! Before they give it up, is there anyone who would like 

to take that room? Call President Lawrence if you are interested. 

 

Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 
 

                                    

                                            
 

 

And the last word…..  

 

               

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=646487615396698&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1


Some of you may have noticed either a 

refreshing or disturbing shift in this 

bulletin, depending on where you stand on 

some topics. If I crossed the line into 

serious editorial territory in this issue 

may your sense of offence be moderated 

by my promise to lighten up in time for 

Valentine’s Day. At least I had fun! 
              

             
SB 
 

 

 


