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I WAS JUST THINKING…. 
 
Sometimes the thoughts in my head 
get so bored they go out for a stroll 
through my mouth. This is rarely a 
good thing. 

 

EDITOR’S RANT  
There are times when your brain says “That’s just wrong!” 

and there are times when your brain says “What the Hell!”  

Well, I’m in a “What the Hell” mood. Hang on for some “wrongin”. I don’t intend to totally 
trash common decency or offend even the less sensitive of our flock but I have a small 
collection of goodies that have been accumulating in my files for far too long with nary 
an appropriate place to expose them. Must they languish for eternity just because good 
taste and common sense dictate that they should? The answer lies in the word 
“appropriate”. I hereby declare Volume 40A, Edition 19 to be an inappropriate issue. I 
will now void my files of “miscellaneous” content that doesn’t fit in anywhere, thus 
making room for newer but still weirdly wrong fodder to apply with glee to some future 
purge. 
Enjoy ….  (or not). 

What’s Inside: 
 
Editor’s Rant 
Letters to the Editor 
Aging Gyros 
Last Meeting  
Future Meetings 
Gyrette News 
Health and Welfare 
Meanwhile in Canada 
Snickers and Guffaws 
Animal Instinks 
Nibble  
The Last Word 
 



 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 
Scott: 

Can you please put the following in the next Newsletter? 

 
GYRO GOLF TOURNAMENT AT THE BELVEDERE GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 

 

THURSDAY 17 JULY 2014 

 

TEE TIMES START @ 12:30 PM 

 

COST:    $45            (MEMBERS OF BELVEDERE - $25) 

 

WINNERS OF LAST YEARS TROPHIES, PLEASE BRING TROPHIES TO COURSE (MAKE SURE 

YOU HAVE HAD YOUR NAME ENGRAVED ON IT) 

 

PLEASE BRING PRIZE DONATIONS TO THE COURSE ON THE DAY OF THE TOURNAMENT 

 

AS THIS IS A MEETING, NON-GOLFERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO JOIN US FOR SUPPER 

(AROUND 5:00 PM) 

 

PLEASE ADVISE SID (sslade@shaw.ca) OR LLOYD (landlwilson@shaw.ca) OR GORDON 

(ggs01@telus.net) IF YOU WILL PLAY, JOIN US FOR SUPPER OR YOU WILL NOT BE 

ATTENDING  BY  7 JULY 14 

 

PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR HC INDEX OR HANDICAP OR USUAL SCORE 

 

YOU ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING A GUEST 

 

MEMBERS WILL BE SUBSIDIZED $20 FOR THE MEAL (SUBSIDY DOES NOT APPLY TO 

GUESTS) 

 

BELVEDERE IS A NON-CASH FACILITY SO NON-MEMBERS PLEASE BRING YOUR CREDIT 

CARD. 

 

ALL MEMBERS WANTING TO USE A CART MUST ARRANGE WITH THE PRO SHOP 

 

REGARDS 

 
G. Gordon Stewart 

 

 

It takes longer to learn good golf than it does brain surgery. On the 
other hand, you seldom get to ride around on a cart, drink beer and eat 
hot dogs while performing brain surgery. 

mailto:sslade@shaw.ca
mailto:landlwilson@shaw.ca
mailto:ggs01@telus.net


 

AGING GYROS: 
                   

                           

 
                                                                                   
            The following guys will be trying their luck during the month of June: 
 
    Ed Schultz (2nd); Lawrence Zalasky (3rd); Al Gordon (27th); Terry Bajer (29th) 

 

                                  Yup. It’s wrong! I feel shame!  

 

                         
 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=853704154659039&set=a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349&type=1&relevant_count=1


LAST MEETING:  
 

                
 
On May 15,  Gyros and guests, armed to the teeth, gathered to slaughter some pigeons 
of the clay species, just south of the city. There were no reports of our membership 
numbers shrinking so I assume the pigeons got the worst of it. 
 
Here’s Bernie’s report: 
28 members and guests bested hurricane force winds, wind chills that felt like a negative number 

and some kind of odor no one could recognize. (There were, however, several suspects.) (SB)  

In spite of all that, we had a good time and a well prepared meal. The hit bird count was rather 

poor but considering the conditions, rather good. The winning Gyro was Greg Clarke followed 

closely by Bill Carter. Former member Doug Cromie hit the most clay as a guest. Sid Slade, 

Bill Austin and Peter Sachatsky did their normal stellar job of preparing a steak dinner. 

 
Bernie Kropp 
 

NEXT MEETING IS ELECTION NIGHT: 

 
This is the night when we show the world how democracy works. We carefully consider 
the relative merits of all candidates and then cast a ballot to elect the most worthy or 
least offensive. Of course acclamation can work too, provided the battles headed by the 
campaign managers are deemed to be frenzied, fart-free and fun. No matter how close 
the race may be, this promises to be an evening of laughs as well as a periscope view 
into the future of the club for the coming year. Show up or grow up (and I’m sure nobody 
wants to do the latter). See you all there.   (If you haven’t done so already, call Don 
Greig) 
 
Be sure to bring at least 2 picture ID’s with your address on each, and please make pre-
arrangements if you are a “vouchee” in need of a “vouchor”. 



Late News Flash 
 
Rusty Climie, Peter Sachatsky’s campaign manager, has kidnapped his 
candidate! Obviously Peter would never have missed the meeting voluntarily. He 
has been spirited away to BC’s wilderness where they are hiding out and fishin’. 
Rusty mailed in his candidate’s bio form for your consideration. 
 

Peter Sachatsky’s Bio: 
 
Where did he come from? 
Just after record keeping was introduced, it was recorded that Peter was born in a small 
village of 500 people in Benito, Manitoba.  In this closely knit village he learned the skills 
of tipping over outhouses on Halloween and in winter, hiding behind trees and waiting 
for a car to come along so they could run out and latch onto the rear bumper and skid 
along until detected.  Seriously though, it was a great place to be raised.  Friendship 
was very important and family traditions were well entrenched in the community. 
Where’s he been? 
His family left Benito when he was 10 years old and moved to Regina where he lived for 
12 years and where he met and wed his wife Linda in 1969.  In 1972 they moved to 
Vancouver and from there they moved to Winnipeg in 1979 and to Edmonton in 1990.  
Why so many moves you ask?????....for your eyes only, it was a matter of some legal 
differences in each of the previous three provinces prior to Alberta.  In order for the 
statute of limitations to come into effect it was necessary to remain elusive under the 
disguises of an accountant, a golfer and a fisherman.  The good news is that everything 
has been resolved and his records are permanently sealed.  A free man once again. 
What’s he done? 
Work, work, work - full time until 1997 and part time thereafter until the present.  He’s 
also served on various committees for golf courses, educational institutions and condo 
boards.  Most recently he has completed a two year term on the condo board where he 
lives.  He has now entered therapy but does not think that will conflict with serving as a 
Director for Gyro.   
Any Hobbies? 
Peter is passionate about fishing.  After a day on the water we were ready for a cool 
one!  Peter was steering the boat……..coming into the dock with a little too much 
speed, the front end of the board went up on the dock and Peter proceeded to complete 
a 9.5 back flip out of the back of the boat.  He flailed away in the water until realizing it 
was only 3 feet deep.  I couldn’t help him out of the water because I was rolling with 
laughter on the dock. Great fishing and a little entertainment……it doesn’t get any 
better. 
Peter is a problem solver.  Golf is no exception.  After free golf lessons on TV he 
realized errant “T” shots were caused by his driver being too long.  After cutting an inch 
off, the problem still existed.  To alleviate frustration and a little anger he proceeds to 
drag the driver along the cart path.  OK…..a NEW driver will be the fix!  Traded in old 
driver, discounted substantially, due to the road rash damage. 



His pride and joy 
His beautiful daughter Kelly and her three young boys who live in Red Deer.   
 
What can he offer? 
Peter would be the perfect Gyro Director due to his passion for whatever he does.  His 
honesty and dedication would be an asset to the Gyro Board 

 
         
AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT:             
 
Sid Slade reminds us that the annual “Flinging of the Shoe” will soon be upon us. It is 
usually a reliable sign that there will be no snow for at least 2 months thereafter so 
come on out and celebrate Mother Nature’s gift to us all. All Gyros wearing shoes will be 
given free pizza. 
 

 
EVENT: Gyro Horseshoes 
 
LOCATION: South Cooking Lake Horseshoe Pit 
 
DATE: Wednesday, June 11th, 2014  
 
TIME: 5:30PM 
 
Beer, Soft Drinks & Pizza will be provided. It is requested that winners of 2013 either 
bring or make arrangements for the trophy to be present. As usual, wine will be 
awarded to the winning teams. 
 
If you have not been contacted by Doug or Jack on May 28th please let Sid know of 
your attendance in order that the appropriate amount of food and drinks are ordered 
prior to June 8th. Sid can be reached at 780-464-6203 or email at: sslade@shaw.ca  
 

 
 
 

                   What does it mean if you find a horse shoe? 
  
             Some poor horse is running around in his socks. 

 
 

mailto:sslade@shaw.ca


GYRETTE NEWS: 
 

 
Gyrette Meeting – Wednesday May 28th – 6:00 p.m. Cocktails. 
  
  
Lynn Davis and Brenda Kropp will co-host this meeting in the form of a Wiener  
Roast at Jan Bradley’s, 481 Executive Estates, Sherwood Park. 
  
Please dress appropriately in jeans and warm flannel shirts, something that 
can be easily washed to get the smoky smell out if you are too close to the 
fire.  Also ski jackets if our lovely weather continues like this. 
  
When you arrive, come straight to the back yard.  You might even want to  
park along the back driveway or by the back shop. 
  
Please bring as many wiener sticks as you have.  You will be cooking your own. 
  
Wine, Beer and Pop will be available. 
  
Cost should be under $15.00. 
  
After our annual Elections, we hope to sit around the fire for a visit or test our 
memory to sing some old Campfire Songs.  On Top of Old Smoky and 99 Bottles 
of Beer on the Wall are strong possibilities.  Kumbiya if we can remember the words... 
  
RSVP to janandkeith@shaw by May 24th if you are a Yes or a No. 

 
 
 
 
 
WEALTH AND HELLFIRE 
 
No news is always good news. We have good news. 

 

              

 

mailto:janandkeith@shaw


MEANWHILE IN CANADA Dept.       

   

     
 

      
 

https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/665997806780587/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/672619509451750/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=814829511879837&set=a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349&type=1&relevant_count=1
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“WRONG”SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 

   
 

 

    

https://www.facebook.com/georgehtakei/photos/a.737221629640626.1073741825.205344452828349/861941870501934/?type=1&relevant_count=1
http://www.thepoke.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/CwZrH.jpg


 

 

                                   
  



YOUR SHERWOOD PARK GYRO WEB SITE: 
                    
 

Doug Porter, Jim Copeland and I met last week to discuss the web site. A 
tremendous amount of work by Doug and Jim went into setting it up and it appears 
there are only a few who are making use of it.  I suggested that our membership 
represents the full spectrum of computer literacy and that while some are excited to 
see our club enter the 21st century, others have their eyes glaze over at the mention 
of the words “Web Site”.  I count myself in the lower half of that spectrum.  I 
suggested that perhaps what we need to do in order to raise everyone’s comfort 
level and allow them to  easily and naturally access our web site, would be to appeal 
to the most needy of us with a new column to run for a few issues with a “Web Sites 
for Dummies” flavor to it. The fully computer literate can have a few chuckles and 
maybe even add helpful comments via the web site itself or even through “Letters to 
the Editor”. The rest of us can get up to speed from wherever our level of 
incompetency finds us. The rules are as follows: 1) Save the column for future 
reference.   2) Practice getting on the web site several times until you feel 
comfortable and will remain so.   3) NO question is too basic.  PLEASE GIVE US 
FEEDBACK TO HELP MAKE THIS WORK FOR EVERYONE(anonymity assured) 
                    The objective is to get us all on the same “Web” Page! 
 

Web Connections Part 1 … by Doug Porter 

 
Our Gyro Club of Sherwood Park website (www.spgyro.org) has been up and running since the 

beginning of February and a number of members have asked for further assistance on using it.   

 

After some thought it has been concluded that a number of short articles in “Park Points” over 

several editions could provide this assistance. This article will begin that series.  

 

To ensure we are relevant in the topics addressed, members’ comments and suggestions are 

invited and encouraged. 

This immediately brings us to our first specific instruction: If your eyes are already glazing over 

at the mention of the words “web site”, simply e-mail or phone Jim Copeland or myself with 

your input.  If, however, you are comfortable at least clicking on the web site noted in the top 

line of this message, then use the Webmaster contact form – located in the Support section of the 

website.  (REMEMBER TO LOG IN TO ACCESS) located in the lower left hand corner of 

every page of our website. 

I have been asked a couple of times, “Why do we need a web site?” We’ll get to that, but first 

let’s deal with some basic mechanics. 

http://www.spgyro.org/


The top two issues I have heard so far are: 

 

A. I have forgotten my username and/or password and can’t access the website. 

B. I try to leave a comment but it doesn’t appear when I’m finished? 

 

To which I will answer: 

 

A. Username/password 
If you have forgotten either your username or password (or both) you will need to contact either 

the Club Webmaster (Jim Copeland) or myself and we will reset your access and/or provide you 

with a new temporary password.  On your first logon after such a reset you should change the 

temporary password to one of your own choosing. Remember to scroll to the bottom of 

your Profile page and click on “Save”. 
 

Most parts of our website are accessible to anyone with Internet access once the address to it is 

known.  As with any website, the address (called a URL) to ours can be found by using any of 

the search engines (Internet Explorer, Google Chrome, Safari, etc.) by searching for Gyro Club 

of Sherwood Park. 

 

Once at the website, a great deal of our content is open for anyone to browse and read; however 

the Support Section is restricted to registered Gyro club members and Gyrettes. It is restricted 

because it provides details such as how to access member contact information and other details, 

which are considered to be pertinent to members only. 

 

LOG ON can be made through any computer, so long as you remember your username and 

password. If you are logging on through a computer other than one of your own do not choose to 

have your username/password remembered on that computer. Doing so could pose a security 

issue for our site. 

 

 

B. Making (Posting) Comments 

 

The function of “Comments” on a web site is to encourage an online discussion about a topic or 

item of information which appears on the website. Comments appear for anyone to read but the 

ability to make a Comment is available to “logged on” members only. If you are not logged 

on when you click on “Leave a Comment” you will get the following message – “You must log 

on to post a comment”. Log on is achieved through the Login Status located on the right hand 

column of any of the website pages by entering your username and password. 

 

Initially (until late April), all comments were also set to not publish until moderated by the 

Webmaster or Web Designer (presently Yours Truly). This was done to ensure the integrity of 

the website.  While this was a needed safeguard to begin with, it also caused confusion when a 

comment seemedto disappear into cyberspace, never to be seen. As of late April, the requirement 

for Comment moderation has been turned off and Comments now appear immediately.  

Members are encouraged to participate in the website by actively using this feature. 



ANIMAL INSTINKS: 

 

      
 

OLD NEWS:   

Snowbirds Party While Friends Freeze 
Here are a few “press clippings” submitted as proof that some Gyros are smarter than 
others. Why do we stay in this frozen wasteland when there is some serious partying to 
be done? 

 

   

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=1433232320247164&set=p.1433232320247164&type=1
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=613924081970382&set=a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=689796091049847&set=a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349&type=1&relevant_count=1


      

 I tried for several hours to add more pictures from those submitted but 
sadly, met with repeated disasters and had to reformat much of the bulletin 
each time. I have therefore admitted defeat and apologize if your favourite 
picture did not make the cut.  SB 

                       
   
NIBBLE NOTES: 
 
On Saturday, MAY 24, Bunches of GYROS got together for the semi-annual GUESS 
WHO’S COMING TO NIBBLE. Within 24 hours the hosts had submitted their reports so 
I pulled my finger away from the “Send” icon and added their words which I share with 
you herewith. 
 
Nibbling at the Kropp's: 
 
I can't believe it, they stayed until past midnight, way past Brenda's bedtime. We had the pleasure of 
visit by the Governor and Mrs. Governor who tried to sneak out because Jim forgot the wine on the 
kitchen cupboard. Brenda caught them before they got away and we made him drink our much cheaper 
wine. They were followed in rapid succession by Jim & Eleanor Copeland and Ed & Judy Schultz. The 
food and conversation lasted until I declared it was time to begin some sort of game. As most of my 
friends know there is a standing rule, "my house my rules" as any crib player knows. Naturally I was 
victorious in a series of hands of whist played in our sun room. We then retired to the dining room for 
an exceptional desert that I had nothing to do with preparing and of course more conversation. This 
time the topic was about rules in Belize and life in that part of the world. This nibbling is one of the best 
functions Gyro/Gyrettes do. Small groups actually give you a chance to converse with people and get to 
know them a little better even after knowing them all these years. I would not want to miss one of 
these. 
Respectively submitted by: 
Bernie Kropp 
 



Bradleys’ Bunch:  
 
Saturday night.  Each couple came laden down with Appetizers and there was no danger of us 
starving.  Everything was so beautifully prepared and delicious so it was a real pleasure. 
  
Although we had planned on making some money playing the Horse Race game, we found the 
conversation never lagged so we stayed put.  Alison Redford received some attention as did Jim 
Prentice.  Two of the four fellows are recent retirees, one is still working full time with thoughts 
of retiring in February and one works 3-4 days a week.  Each of the four couples was married in 
1965, 1966, 1967 and 1968 so are in it for the long haul.  We shared stories of how we met and 
where life has taken us.  There were many laughs and many interesting facts. 
  
By 12:15, after Dessert and Coffee, everyone made their getaway and we both agreed it was a 
great evening spending time with good Gyro friends. 
  
Keith and Jan Bradley 
 
 
 
Word from the Wards: 
 
 

We had a fabulous evening with 3 couples joining George and I to nibble appetizers.  John and 

Dawn Williams, Andrea and Erik Braun, and Judy Taylor and Art Merrick surprised us with 

their arrival.  Seafood seemed to be the theme of the evening as we enjoyed coconut shrimp, 

bacon wrapped scallops, a crab dip and antipasto.  Yummy!!! 

 

We played a game called Guesstures with a Girl’s and a Boy's Team.  Words had to be solved 

through acting them out but in a timed manner or the machine swallowed your clue and the 

points were nullified.  Well, the girls won the evening!  Girls rule!!!!! See attached photo. 

 

Thanks for organizing the event.  It was fun and we look forward to the next one.   

Ann Ward 

             



Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 

 

                     
                                                                                        

 

And the last word: 

 

The Year End Windup/Installation is on June 13 at 

the Log Cabin in Sherwood Park. Please let Greg Smith 

know your plans to attend and if you have any dietary 
preferences. He won’t pay any attention to the latter but you will 
feel better for having vented your preference for Pheasant Under 
Glass.            

 

SB 

               

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=589506211123895&set=a.196053170469203.49270.196051447136042&type=1&relevant_count=1


 


