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I WAS JUST THINKING…. 
If someone from the 1950’s suddenly appeared 
today, what would be the most difficult thing to 
explain about life in 2014? 
 
I possess a device in my pocket capable of 
accessing the entirety of information known to 
man. I use it to look at pictures of cats and get in 
arguments with strangers. 

 
 
EDITOR’S RANT  

If you are reading this, it means I have stumbled my way through a minefield called 
Windows 8.1. It has been a long, mystifying trip on my new Acer lap top, full of IED’s 
and terror. My past relationships with computers have been rocky at times but I usually 
prevailed and coexisted with them. Now my beloved Windows XP that I was at last 
beginning to trust and love has passed into history along with Pong, Pac Man and 
productive civility in Ottawa’s question period. I have been trying. God knows I’ve been 
trying but I have not been trusting. Daughter Dallyce, in Las Vegas, has patiently been 
working with me to make the transition as painless as possible. Her usual patience wore 
thinner the other night when my skills and comprehension appeared to be at a standstill. 
“Have you been using your old lap top?” she asked. I admitted that I had for things like 
the bulletin,  “Just until I felt more confident”. My orders came quickly and decisively.  

What’s Inside: 
 
Editor’s Rant 
Aging Gyros 
Last Meeting  
Future Meetings 
Health and Welfare 
Meanwhile in Canada 
Snickers and Guffaws 
Animal Instinks 
The Last Word 
 



“Wrap your old lap top in a blanket, dig a hole and give it a respectful burial. Have a 
ceremony with all the trimmings if you want, but do NOT use that old lap top again!  You 
are just prolonging the agony.  We could be at this for months, if not years.”  

Dallyce tried to persuade Calli and me to go the Mac route last year. “It’s much more 
intuitive”, she encouraged. Obviously my intuition is different than most. I finally made 
the decision to stay with a PC but skip the infamous Windows 8 and go directly to 8.1, a 
still intuitive but less of an intuition nightmare. I have now bought “Windows 8.1 For 
Dummies” and “Windows 8.1 For Seniors” fully admitting what such purchases imply. 

I have buried my pride with my old lap top and its XP whatchamacallit. 

RIP, XP.   OMG!  I miss u  
                     

          

 

                                                  
 
                              
 
 

     
LAST MEETING:  Aviation Museum Tour April 9th 

 

I was unable to attend this uplifting evening and asked former editor and tour organizer, Al Gordon. 

if he would report on and provide photographic evidence of the evening’s events. He did just that in 

fine form as documented below : 

 

Gyro Aviation Museum Tour - Adventure, Excitement … 23 Gyro members attended our tour night on 

Wednesday, April 9th.  As the web page proudly states; Discover how Northern Alberta's rich aviation history 

was made in our community, making Edmonton: “The Gateway to the North”. 

 

Personally, I have to say the tour was very interesting as there is so much history in the building which will be soon 

relocated to Villeneuve. There are over 40 aircraft on display and 50 or more cabinet displays one could spend 

hours wandering around taking in the sites. Thanks to Stan, our tour guide, as he regaled us with some interesting 

stories about the displays and his own flying adventures piloting a single engine aircraft to England and back. One 

particular situation,  Stan and his flying partner had to get permission to land and refuel in Goose Bay, Labrador 

where he had to be interviewed by 3 psychiatrists’ to gage his sanity, they found him of sound mind and body. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=572380696140724&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1


                                        The story of Canada’s AVRO Arrow has always fascinated me. 

                                             Cancellation of the AVRO Arrow February 20th, 1959. 

 
 

Canada's greatest aeronautical achievement was the creation of the CF-105 Avro Arrow, a supersonic, twin-

engined, all-weather jet aircraft developed by A.V. Roe of Canada. Faster and more advanced than any other 

comparable aircraft, the Arrow was designed to carry air-to-air nuclear-tipped missiles to destroy Soviet bomb 

attacks over the Canadian North. The "Arrow" existed for only a decade, from 1949 until the Diefenbaker 

government's controversial cancellation of the project on February 20, 1959 remaining a story of political intrigue 

and controversy. 

 

 

After the tour we all proceed to the Pho Haun Pasteur Vietnamese restaurant to enjoy a terrific meal and 

to all accounts, all would concur one of our better meeting meals. 

 

                                       

          
  

    

Thanks Al. 



 
 
 

NEXT MEETING IS AUCTION NIGHT 
         

 GYRO AUCTION APRIL 30TH 
             

                          
Contrary to the message I sent out 48 hours ago, the date for the 

auction is still April 30th. (not the 28th)  My Acer made me do it!  

Please notify Presdent LAWRENCE Zalasky before April 24th of 

your intentions to attend. 

 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE LATEST LIST OF DONATIONS FOR 

AUCTION.       IT NEEDS TO GROW.  

                   LET VIC KNOW 
 

 
Donor Value Item 

G. Screpnek 125.00 Framed  12 x 14 Three Stooges Painting 

Zalasky & Zmurchuk 275.00 2 Golfers to play with yours truly and cart 

and dinner and transportation to Wolf Creek 

R. Dickinson 500.00 24 x 15 Canvas Print “Whale Tail” 

Peter Kossawan 125.00 Home Made Greeting Cards 

N. Chomik 120.00 Assorted Wines 

Kleebaum/Dootjes/Carter Priceless Fishing trip Calling Lake “What a Trip” and 

Fish Fry with spouse 

Brisbin 300.00 Dinner for a couple at Vicky’s Bistro and 



Wine Bar 

D. Greig 150.00 1 Ping golf  Folding Travel Cover 

Braun/Syvenky 400.00 Dinner for two couples @ Chianti – 

Libation and travel 

Syvenky 350.00 Ziebart Car Care Package 

Syvenky 350.00 Assorted Alberta Road Builder’s Items 

Wilson/Korber Priceless Two couples at Northlands for horse racing.  

Includes transportation, drinks, food, and 

lots of free tips on the horses.  Date to be set 

after conversation with successful bidder 

Merrick *  Painting created by his boss (wife) Judy 

G. Ward Great One bottle of single malt scotch 

R. Clime  One Premium bottle of scotch 

R. Craddock/B. Kropp  October Oilers Home Game (visiting team 

and exact date to be determined for 3 

Gyro’s plus hosts (Kropp and Craddock) 

plus pre-game dinner at Royal Pizza 

B. Austin  Day at the Track for 1 couple, 

transportation, cocktails and dinner.  Date to 

be determined.  Para Mutuals not included 

but recommendations of dubious worth will 

be offered 

K. Bradley/A. 

Annicchiarico 

 Round of Golf, dinner and drinks at 

Highlands Golf Course on a mutually 

agreed date.   This for two golfers who must 

bring money for a friendly game of $2.00 

corner and little $2-$2-$2 with each other.  

Golf indexes will be checked the day of 

play.   

J. Evans  Taylor Made Golf Bag 

Gordon’s, Hunt’s & Greig’s Priceless Polynesian Themed evening Cocktail Party 

for 4 couples – Saturday, July 12, 2014 firm 

D. Caddey  Two green fees and cart vouchers for 

Millwoods Golf Course 

L. Klaus  2 Tickets to Edmonton Eskimo Football 

Game 2014 season 

R. Delveaux 60.00 Bottle of Scotch 

J. Copeland  Case of Jim’s Homemade wine 

A. Bleiken 80.00 Golf practice and training kit to improve 

golf swing and chipping skills 

L & R Davis  Evening for one couple with Ray and Linda 

at the Melting Pot 

 

                  



                               
 
                             Here is a picture of Judy Taylor’s painting. It is up for auction on the 30th 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 
WEALTH AND HELLFIRE 
 
Vic Syvenky goes in for some heart renovations on Monday. This is a big deal, as we 
know Vic has the reputation of being all heart. Here’s to a rapid recovery, Vic. 
 
My energy level is slowly returning after I dipped into the Blood Bank’s reserve a couple 
of weeks ago. FYI,  I have not developed a fear of garlic and if anyone is contemplating 
driving a stake through my heart, I’d like mine medium rare.   

 

 



 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA Dept.       

   

                                    Yup, Oiler fans can ignore the irony 
 

         
                               
  

https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/654957511217950/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/644192645627770/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/638639892849712/?type=1&relevant_count=1


          
SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

  
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/656412574405777/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/georgehtakei/photos/a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349/925162117513242/?type=1&relevant_count=1


  
   
                   Two examples where an extra space would have been helpful 

            
 

                        

 
                

                   
 

https://www.facebook.com/georgehtakei/photos/a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349/923898507639603/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/georgehtakei/photos/a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349/895331213829666/?type=1&relevant_count=1


                 
 
                               Ah….The good old days 
 

 
WEB SITE SECOND REMINDER 
 
Doug and Jim have worked so hard to develop our web site. If you have not 
checked it out, it is a thing of beauty. Log in and participate in this recent 
communication vehicle marking Gyro’s entry into its Second Century. Find 
out what the Snowbirds are up to. Learn more about our next meeting. 
Comment on what you see or think you would like to see on the site. 
PARTICIPATE!   It’ll be fun.                  
 

         ANIMAL INSTINKS: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=593068587370790&set=a.115969958413991.17486.114517875225866&type=1&relevant_count=1


         
 

   

https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/654195637960804/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/251089648271407/photos/a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407/655708591142842/?type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=740044492707676&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1


   
                                                                                             Easter Bunny’s and a Rat’s love child 

 

                       
   

Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 

 

                 
                                                                                        

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=216875431849977&set=a.167721853432002.1073741828.163513530519501&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10201599409247853&set=p.10201599409247853&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=738943132817812&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1


And the last word: 

 

            
           

 

Happy Easter everyone!      
 SB 

               
 

https://www.facebook.com/georgehtakei/photos/a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349/922697954426325/?type=1&relevant_count=1

