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I WAS JUST THINKING:   It’s always darkest before the dawn. So if 

you’re going to steal your neighbor’s newspaper, that’s the time to do it.  

EDITOR’S RANT: Twice this week I have provided feed-

back to specific people/organizations with whom I had interacted 

recently. One was positive and one was negative. I don’t take the 

time to do this very often. We are all deluged with post purchase 

surveys that clutter our e-mail box within a day of leaving the 

store or checking out of the hotel. I, for one, don’t have the time 

to answer them all so they generally just get ignored and      

eventually deleted when I do my weekly purge. But sometimes I 

get motivated and I give them a piece of my mind, sometimes to 

express dissatisfaction and point out where there is room for    

improvement and sometimes to let them know that they or their 

employee has so positively impressed me that I am compelled to 

acknowledge it in writing. I suspect most of us don’t do this 

enough. As a  result the bad gets perpetuated and the good gets 

discouraged. How can we expect our world to change for the   

better if we don’t provide feedback on our reaction to the  people, 

services and products we come in contact with every day? Why 

would we expect things to stay on a positive path or better yet, 

improve? 

 It took me 15 minutes to get help in a retail store last week as I 

watched employees chatting amongst themselves and when      

approached they simply told me they were from another           

department. There was no attempt to find someone who could 

help me. I wrote the company. They were no doubt unaware that 

their brand name was being dragged down by such behaviour. 

Most people would just leave and never come back.  



RANT continued: 

 

 

On the other side of the coin I also wrote to a company (I’ll name this one – Staples) after    

receiving astounding and thorough service from a manager. I was purchasing a desk and 

chair for my home office. He listened to my needs and then thoroughly showed and        

demonstrated all the options to consider. I left happy and thanked him. But it was the follow-

up was what was exceptional. I opted to have the chair and desk assembled by them (for a 

nominal cost) . The chair was assembled ready for pick up in ½ hour. The desk was delivered 

the next day by a tech person who spent a couple of hours putting it together. Seeing what 

had to be done, that decision probably saved me an entire weekend!). The icing on the cake 

was that the manager who had been so helpful the day before actually came out to the house 

and stayed helping the tech because he knew that I was at work and worried that my wife 

would feel more comfortable if she was alone in the house for a couple of hours with a 

stranger. I wrote to the manager, the tech and to the Staples head office with my positive 

feedback. 

As I was writing these thoughts about the importance of feedback it occurred to me that it is 

an essential to our own performances in all aspects of our lives. Family relationships can 

wither without adequate feedback on a regular basis. Our business relationships can be 

stunted for lack of feedback or thrive because of feedback – positive and negative.      

Friendships require it. If you hold back during a case history with your health care practitioner 

your health, quality of life or even your life may be in jeopardy.  For that matter, even your  

Gyro bulletin will not be all that it could be if the editor does not receive feedback about what 

you like, what you would like to see added or deleted from the publication. 

Are there old features you would like to see return now and then? Are there ideas you would 

like to see pursued in future editions? Are there things in the bulletin that you wish weren’t 

there? Could the bulletin serve as a forum for discussion rather than the essentially one-way 

communication format it currently provides?  I would love any kind of feedback in order to 

produce a better bulletin. Let me start by what I anticipate to be the first feedback note: “How 

about shorter Rants?” 

 

SHARE THIS INFORMATION AND APPEAR ODD  

Perfect party conversation starters for the socially inept  

* If one places a tiny amount of liquor on a scorpion, it will instantly go mad 

and sting itself to death. (Who was the sadist who discovered this??) 

* Bruce Lee was so fast that they actually had to s-l-o-w film down so you 

could see his moves. That's the opposite of the norm. 

* The original name for butterfly was flutterby. (Dyslexia strikes again!) 



 

FOUNDERS’ NIGHT  Oct.25  

 

*President Ken Lesniak of the Sherwood Park Gyro Club 

welcomed 75 Gyros, ladies and guests from the Edmonton 

Crossroads, Edmonton and Sherwood Park Gyro Clubs to 

the Annual Founders Night held at the Belvedere Golf 

and Country Club on October 25th. This important annual 

event reminds us of our roots and offers a chance to 

mingle with the other clubs’ members from the area. 

 

Past District Governor Bernie Kropp gave a short talk on the 
beginnings of Gyro in Cleveland, Ohio in 1912 by three young 
college men, Paul Schwan, Gus Handerson and Ed Kagy. They 
believed that their college friendship should be continued. This 
was a time when outhouses, wood and coal stoves and telegraph 
and rudimentary telephone service were available. Face to face 
communication was desirable, even essential in the business 
community. The Gyro Club helped these young men prosper in 
business while cementing their personal friendships. 

In the present time where we have an unbelievable choice of 
electronic communication devices, face to face contact is still 
very important! 

The three founders had been meeting for some time and official 
organized the Cleveland club on June 24, 1912. Incorporation 
took place on October 21, 1914, and that is no doubt why Founders Night celebrations are slated 
to occur as near as possible to that date. 

 

The evening also featured a fine and fascinating speaker, Dr. Steven Kaszuba, an educator, 
administrator (former president of Grant McEwan) , author and historian. Steven has a special 
interest in Eastern European history that dates back to his first viewing of the film Dr. Shivago in 
1965. He became interested in tracing hs own family roots, travelled extensively int what was then 
the Soviet Union and has now authored three books. His first book is entitled “Once Lived a 
Village” The book describes the mass movement of an entire village to accommodate the Russian 
edict to collectivize farms to produce food for the state.  

His second book was developed as the result of his seduction by the Trans-Siberian Railway. The 
period of the book entitled “Destination Gulag” is 1928 and weaves a story around a cousin who 
experienced deportation to Siberia. 



 Founders’ Night contd. 

 

His third book, “To War Survive” is dedicated to orphans who are the innocent victims of the 
worlds worst calamities and is based on the plight of two distant cousins.   Steven emphasized that 
that the number one priority for the children of immigrants is education. 

Our thanks to Steven Kaszuba , to our President Ken Lesniak, who persuaded hin to speak to us, 
and to Rick Craddock who with Ken organized and oversaw this great meeting. Kudos also to the 
Belevedere chef and staff for providing a fine feast for our enjoyment. We all left with our minds 
and our stomachs fuller than when we arrived. 

*Note: My photos and my notes taken with my antiquated cel phone let me down so I brazenly   
pilfered the pictures and some the text from Fred Schulte, the Edmonton club’s bulletin editor. My 
personal thanks goes to Fred for generously coming to my rescue. 

AGING GYROS: 

Well it’s about time! It has been a year since these guys celebrated a birthday. Keep up 

the good work Earl Korber (10th), Roger Delveaux (12th), Rick Craddock (24th), and     

Garry Jones (29th). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

      

 

NEXT MEETING — BOWLING Wednesday,  November 22nd 

(Please note that in earlier schedules it was listed for the 23rd) 

Build up that arm muscle. Stitch up that rotator cuff. Book an appointment with your        

chiropractor. Bowling Night is coming as it does every year and those balls weigh more 

than the golf balls that are part of your summer sport scene. Bill Carter is again in charge 

of this fun evening. Don’t wait until the last minute. Give Bill a head’s up that you intend to 

spare no expense (I think it’s covered by your dues) and strike while the lane is hot. ..sorry. 

about that.  Bill is sitting by his phone awaiting your call or text.  

 

GYRETTE NEWS: Carol Lindner reporting 

On Nov. 1st,  seventeen  Gyrettes gathered for supper and a work bee to fill 109 bags with 
items we had purchased to donate to the Christmas Bureau. Although some of the Snowbirds 
were not there, they had also donated to this annual event.  Lots of the usual chatter 
accompanied this busy activity.  The gifts will be delivered to the Bureau on November 13th by 
Kaye Bleiken, Cora Dootjes and Calli Brisbin. 



LAST MEETING: Guest Speaker Night  November 9th 

Twenty three Gyros and four guests gathered at the GCCC to hear guest speaker       

Kevin Mullane educate us on the ins and outs of the banking business, investment 

strategies for both the banks and the clients (not synonymous to no one’s surprise) and 

trends in the financial markets.  

Kevin is a National Bank Financial Senior 

Investment Advisor and Vice President. He  is  

familiar to Edmontonians as he continues to 

provide insight into the Canadian Financial 

scene on television and radio as well as for his 

own clients. His presentation was informative, 

insightful and laced with humour—a welcome 

change from the traditional stuffy banker image 

most of us carry in our minds. Although “Buy 

low/Sell high” remains the mantra for any 

investment, we were led through the jungle of 

Wrap programs, mutual funds, and ETF’s. By 

the time we departed the GCCC we were 

certainly more knowledgeable than we were 

when we arrived. And we all received free pens! 

Thanks to Keven, and to Allan Bleiken and Art 

Merrrick for putting this evening together.  

                                             **************                                                             

A drunk man who smelled strongly of beer sat down on a subway train next to a 

priest. The man's tie was stained, his face was plastered with red lipstick, and a half

-empty bottle of whiskey was sticking out of his torn coat pocket. He opened his 

newspaper and began reading. After a few minutes the man turned to the priest and 

asked, 'Say Father, what causes arthritis?'                                                                                  

The priest replies, 'My Son, it's caused by loose living, being with cheap, wicked 

women, too much alcohol, contempt for your fellow man, sleeping around with 

prostitutes and lack of a bath!'                                                                                             

The drunk muttered in response, 'Well, I'll be darned,' then returned to his paper.                                          

The priest, thinking about what he had said, nudged the man and apologized . 'I'm 

very sorry. I didn't mean to come on so strong. How long have you had arthritis?'                                            

The drunk answered, 'I don't have it, Father. I was just reading here that the Pope 

does.' 



CURLARAMA:  Banff November 3rd –5th 
Our intrepid reporter, Ray Davis submitted the following report and photo: 

 

Twelve Sherwood Park Gyros travelled to Banff for the annual Curl-arama. The three 
teams stopped at the Cremona Hotel for the traditional lunch along the way. And made 
it to Banff in time for chile, drinks, and friendship with Gyros from Calgary, Nelson, 
Saskatchewan and other District 8 members. The Austin vehicle arrived a little later then 
the other two vehicles as they had a little tire trouble. Bill was seen negotiating with his 
three passengers suggesting if each guy paid for a tire it would be easier for all. On 
Saturday games were won, games were lost. Ray’s team made a double raise take out in 
the last end to score four and win the game by one. Poker night saw three Sherwood 
Park Gyros walk away up a couple of bucks. Milt came second in the A side final, Dick 
won the B side with Bill coming in second (no longer needed help with the tires). Sunday 
saw more curling. Milt’s team won the B final, Bill came second in the D event, Ray’s 
team said maybe next year. It was a great event and lots of fun. We all missed "the 
commissioner", Lloyd Wilson, as he came up sick and couldn't attend. Rodger took one 
for the team and played through a terrible cold, but came home with a prize. Would 
encourage more guys to give it a try next year. It is a real fun weekend. 

 

Cheers,  

Ray 

 

NEWS FLASH!   Garry Jones has arranged for the February 17, 2018 

“event” to be a Valentines Dance at the Sawmill in Sherwood Park. Details to follow 

and film at eleven.  

 



   NOVEMBER—THE MANLY MONTH 

  



 

PROPOSED NEW MEMBER— 1st Notice: 

Ted Ewanchuk has been proposed for membership by Scott Brisbin and seconded by Jim 
Copeland. Scott has known Ted and his wife, Judi Stratichuk, for several decades. They 
live in the city but have chosen the Sherwood Park Club as their Gyro home. Ted has    
recently retired from his career as a Management Consultant with IBM. 

Ted joined us for Bocce on October 11th and demonstrated the exact lack of skill that 
typifies most Gyros in that sport. He should fit right in. 

 

 

 

 
 

HEALTH AND WELFARE report by Rikke Dootjes 
Rikke@viscon.net or if at home 780-467-6548 

 

Either everybody in Gyro Land is healthy or they don’t want me to know they aren’t! 

 

However, there is one piece of very good news to report—Eleanor Copeland was declared 
cancer free last week. The Copelands are now joining the Snowbird migration.  

 

Your health tip of the week: 

 Bone up daily. Get your daily calcium by popping a tab, chugging milk or eating 
yoghurt. It’ll keep your bones strong. Remember that your bone density declines 
after the age of 30. You need at least 200 milligrams daily, which you should    
combine with magnesium, or it simply won’t be absorbed. 

 

Don’t forget...I may be psychotic but I’m not Psychic. I can’t do my H&W reporter job if    
yoou don’t let me know what’s happening on the Health and Welfare front. We all like   
sharing the joy of good news. We also like to be able to concentrate our prayers and     
positive energy your way when the news is not so good. My numbers are at the top of this 
report.  

mailto:Rikke@viscon.net


SO NOW YOU KNOW: 

Early Aircraft  throttles had a ball on the end of it, in order to go full   

throttle the pilot had to push the throttle all the way forward into the wall 

of the instrument panel. Hence "balls to the wall" for going very fast. And  

 now you know the rest of the  story.  

 

 

 

In George Washington's days, there were no cameras. One's image was either sculpted or  

painted. Some paintings  of  George Washington showed him standing  

behind a desk with one arm behind his back while others showed both legs and  

both arms. Prices charged by painters were not based on how many people were 

to be painted, but by how many limbs were to be painted. Arms and legs   

 are 'limbs,' therefore painting them would cost the buyer more. Hence the  

expression, 'Okay, but it'll cost you an arm and a leg.'  (Artists  

know hands and arms are more difficult to paint.)  

 

 

And one more….. 

In the heyday of sailing ships, all war ships and many  

freighters carried iron cannons. Those cannons fired round iron cannon  

balls. It was necessary to keep a good supply near the cannon. However,  

how to prevent them from rolling about the deck? The best storage method 

devised was a square-based pyramid with one ball on top, resting on four resting  

on nine, which rested on sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be  

stacked in a small area right next to the cannon. There was only one 

problem.... how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding or rolling from  under the  

others. The  solution was a metal plate called a 'Monkey' with 16 round  

indentations. However, if this plate were made of iron, the  iron balls  

would quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was to make 

'Brass Monkeys.'  

Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts greater and much faster than iron  

when it's chilled. Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the 

brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannonballs would roll right 

off the monkey; Thus, it was quite literally, 'Cold enough to freeze the balls  

off a brass monkey.'  



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ever wonder where the word “Hoser” came from? It was not a Bob and Doug McKenzie 

invention. It dates much further back than that, to the days of shinny hockey on outdoor rinks. 

There was at one time a tradition that the losing team had to resurface the ice after the game, 

using a hose. Hence the concept of “loser” became equated with the word “hoser”. It’s a relief to 

affirm that the word has a Canadian origin and a brilliant one at that. 

 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ


Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

 

WHERE TO RETIRE IN AMERICA: (second chapter in an series this winter) 

You can retire to California where … 

1. You make over $450,000 a year and you still can't afford to buy a house. 

2. The fastest part of your commute is going down your driveway. 

3. You know how to eat an artichoke. 

4. When someone asks you how far something is, you tell them how long it 

will take to get there rather than how many miles away it is.  

5. The four seasons are: Fire, Flood, Mud and Drought. 



  PICTURES PLEADING FOR A CAPTION Dept. 

 

   

             

 

Hyper awareness in this age of disability discrimina-

tion laws. This is to accommodate conjoined (at the 

head) twins   

The afternoon entertainment will be delayed for a few moments …. 

Yes, I can imagine. What with the Enlightenment, the Industrial Revolution and the constant wars in Europe. 



DO YOU REMEMBER? (THOSE WERE THE DAYS, I GUESS) 

   

Futuristic prototype for a work station ca 1970. I think we 

have a “miss” here! 

   

Car phonograph - optional in North America in Chrysler cars late 1950’s  



BEFORE MY TIME Some wonderful images from the past 

  

   

Muffin Man (London) (who lives in 
Drury Lane?) 1910 

     A little music at breakfast                                    

Canoeing duos enjoy a concert on the Grand Canal at Belle Isle Park, in Detroit circa 1907. In the lower left-hand 

corner, two boaters take advantage of canoe luxuries like reclining seats and phonograph music. 



ANIMAL INSTINKS   

   

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Dear God:  

If a Dog barks his head off in the forest and no 

human hears him, is he still a bad Dog? 

Dear God:  

Why do humans smell the flowers,    

but seldom, if ever, smell one another? 

P.S. Dear God:  

When I get to Heaven, may I have my testicles back? 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 

 

 



THE FOOD PAGE...The magic is in the presentation 

   

Yum!  I haven’t had BBQ children since….never. 



A POTPOURRI OF PICS 
   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

Here’s every known piece of space debris, golf ball size and up, orbiting Earth.  Our propensity for littering knows no bounds 

Park Ranger Erin Whittaker captured this jaw-dropping shot from Mather Point, Grand Canyon during a rare span of   

temperature inversion recently.  

 

"Rangers wait for years to see it. Word spread like wildfire and most ran to the rim to photograph it. What a fantastic 

treat for all!" 



        We will remember them, with gratitude 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjXj9eQpbPXAhVoxlQKHZO0A_kQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.istockphoto.com%2Fphotos%2Fremembrance-day&psig=AOvVaw1yopUgmPVn3g0uU2Xt2214&ust=1510378665716206


GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

 AND THE LAST WORD…. 

     SB 

 

As Edmonton Club’s Fred Schulte pointed out, “Two of the most overlooked qualities in life are patience and wisdom.” 

 


