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I WAS JUST THINKING: My 70 year kindergarten reunion is coming up 

soon and I’m worried about the 175 pounds I’ve gained since then. 

EDITOR’S RANT  

The Dawg Daze of summer are upon us and I’m not ready for 

them. There are too many projects left to tackle; too many 

unhealthily delicious meals to consume; too many futile attempts 

at improving my ever-growing golf handicap; too many naps to 

take. And then there’s the packing and closing up the cottage for 

another year – a week of sweat and sadness.  

It has been a strange summer of mixed emotions. We had a lot 

of rain but sunny periods most days. We had a wedding (niece) 

in Ontario on our way here. We had a funeral here (Calli’s best 

friend) and an engagement here topped off with a mock wedding 

(niece). We had our immediate family around us for over a month 

– some from Sherwood Park and some from Las Vegas. We 

applauded our grandkids’ impressive progress in water sports. 

There are two things that are our greatest sources of joy here on 

our woodsy shore-side Shangri-La in Quebec – the laughter and 

love of family and the peaceful solitude that comes after they go 

home. 

The weather may have been less than the perfection we enjoyed 

last summer but at least we had no fire hazards. Mysterious 

mushrooms, on the other hand, have been bountiful. 

All in all, not much to rant about. 



‘TIS THE SEASON 

 

    

   

                 Soon enough, lads.  Soon enough.. 



LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
 
 

Brenda and I were joined by 49 fellow Gyros and their significant others for the annual 
summer picnic. I of course took full credit for the perfect weather and total lack of insects. 
A special thank you to an outstanding committee of the two Al s Bleiken and Gordon for all 
the work they did along with Herb Zmurchuk who helped burn the hamburgers to perfec-
tion. We would also like to thank the club for the beautiful flowers President Ken gave  
Brenda. This is one of the favorite things Brenda and I do for Gyro and are happy to do it. 
Bernie Kropp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

Judy Merrick is recovering from lung surgery having had a lobe removed.  

Ed Schultz has put all his hip-hop dancing on hold until he has fully recovered from hip 

surgery. (his hip wasn’t keeping up with his hop?) 

Eleanor Copeland also is dealing with health challenges. 

Jeanie Carter is slowly making progress along the road to recovery after cancer 

treatment. It has been an exceedingly rough road.  

As noted in separate e-mails, Rena finally succumbed to her cancer and is at last at 

peace. Our sympathy goes out to you, Richard. It has been a long haul for both of you.  

 



 

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO NIBBLE! 
 

If you haven’t done so already, get word to Ann Ward right away regarding your participation 
in the first of the 2017/2018 season’s GWCTN on September 23rd. A second Nibbles Night 
is scheduled for May 5th, so signing up is not as time sensitive. The 23rd is and we welcome 
everyone to enjoy the Gyro Friendship Spirit! Come and share another great evening of 
laughter and games or tall tales with 2 or 3 other Gyro couples. G’wan. Just do it!  

 

 

FIRST OFFICIAL MEETING OF THE YEAR: Annual General Meeting 

August 30th 
 

This is the first meeting of our brand new year, guys. Being there to learn about plans,     
challenge and change plans, get the poop on the finances, see your new president in        
action—these are just a few of the reasons to plan to make your way to the GCCC on Wed. 
the 30th. Call, text or e-mail Ken or Art TODAY. (or you could drive to one of their houses 
and leave a note in their obsolete and vestigial mail box.) 

Please note that meetings will begin at 6:00 this year, so we can socialize with our fellow 
Gyros until we eat at 7:00. We are also encouraged by the executive to try to vary our table-
mates from meeting to meeting rather than sitting with the same small group each week as 
has happened for now and then in the past. We are all creatures of habit so remember that 
welcoming new faces is one of the joys that that Gyro brings to both givers and getters!  

 

 

THE MEETING AFTER THAT: Horse Racing on Ray Davis is the organizer 

of this mixed outing. Who knows...it may be your only chance to get lucky that week!)  Ray 
would enjoy your immediate feedback regarding your plans to contribute to the Northlands 
coffers. What’s more exciting than hearing “Aaaaand they’re off!”  Perhaps a gelding might 
think of several things. Call the man in charge of head counts (that would be Ray) and tell 
him how many heads you are planning on showing up with. 

 

 

MYSTERY GOLF 

I have no info on the Mystery Golf Day, If I did, it would no longer be a legitimate mystery. 

Right?  Therefore, I wisely choose to believe it was a unanimous, anonymous success. 

 



 

 

AGING GYROS: 

There’s nothing like hauling rocks and fixing docks to        re-

mind us that time is matching on. Some of us have had other 

reminders this month. Some of the “us” celebrated a birthday, 

didn’t you “somes of “us’s”?  Yes, the following Gyro mem-

bers allowed their advancing age to become official once 

again this August, just as they did last year. 

Dorne Hunt (9th); John Evans (10th);  

Bernie Kropp (16th); Nester Chomik (24th) 

 

                

AND THEN THERE WERE 45                

We regret to announce the resignations of two of our members—Rusty Climie and Peter   

Sachatsky. 

Rusty, Sus, Peter and Linda will be missed, but we wish them all the best and will keep our 

friendships going outside the Gyro circle.  

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 

Stay tuned for information about some Gyro’s who had left and may be considering coming 

back into the club.  

Our current membership has received the draft meeting schedule for the coming year from 

John Williams. I will not reprint it in this bulletin in anticipation of some tweaks and changes 

that may surface following the AGM on August 30th. 

No word by this issue’s print deadline regarding Bill and Jeanie Carter’s open house. I’m 

sure it was a fragrant and visual feast for all who were able to make it. 



 

 

 

      STUPIDITY DOES NOT = INGENUITY 

 

 



 

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

   

     

Things You Never Knew About Canada That May Surprise You. 

1. Canada consumes more macaroni and cheese than any other nation in the world. 

2. Canada is the world's most educated country by percentage: over half its residents have college degrees. 

3. Police departments in Canada give out "positive tickets" when they see people doing something positive. 

4. Residents of Churchill, Manitoba leave their cars unlocked to offer escape for pedestrians who might encounter polar 

bears. 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2F67.media.tumblr.com%2F20de73e0fddae8040b9275d833bc4126%2Ftumblr_mwl28co9zx1t1sv9jo1_500.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fsemajz.tumblr.com%2Fpost%2F67663838698%2Fpaulichu-rememberednever-meanwhile-in&docid=w8fSQ
http://newsfeed.time.com/2012/09/27/and-the-worlds-most-educated-country-is/


Meanwhile NOT in Canada  

 

 
 

 

      



Tools Explained—Chapter Two 

 

 

TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST: A tool for testing the maximum tensile strength of everything you forgot to 

disconnect. 

 

PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: Normally used to stab the vacuum seals under lids or for opening old-s ty 

le paper-and-tin oil cans and splashing oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, to strip 

out Phillips screw heads. 

 

STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER: A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to convert common slot-

ted screws into non-removable screws and butchering your palms. 

 

PRY BAR: A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding that clip or bracket you needed to remove in 

order to replace a 50 cent part. 

 

HOSE CUTTER: A tool used to make hoses too short. 

 

HAMMER: Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining 

rod to locate the most expensive parts adjacent the object we are trying to hit. It is especially valuable at 

being able to find the EXACT location of the thumb or index finger of the other hand. 

 

UTILITY KNIFE: Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard cartons delivered to your 

front door; works particularly well on contents such as seats, vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, col-

lector magazines, refund checks, and rubber or plastic parts. Especially useful for slicing work clothes, 

but only while in use. 

 

SON-OF-A-BITCH TOOL: (A personal favorite!) Any handy tool that you grab and throw across the 

garage while yelling 'Son of a BITCH!' at the top of your lungs. It is also, most often, the next tool that 

you will need.  



BEFORE MY TIME Some wonderful images from the past 

  

 

             A porter at Billingsgate market 1893 



ANIMAL INSTINKS   

   



SNICKERS and  GUFFAWS 

   

 



THE FOOD PAGE...The magic is in the presentation 

 

Nothing like an icy  Pork ‘n Beancicle to pick 

you up on a hot day 



A POTPOURRI OF PICS 
   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

        This never ceases to intrigue us earthlings 

    Interesting way to have a bonfire—set somebody’s raft on fire!     I give up...What’s the secret recipe? 

     No comment from your eye guy editor 



GYRO FRIENDSHIP THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

AND THE LAST WORD…. 

     SB 

 


