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I WAS JUST THINKING:  Water is the most essential element of life, 

because without water you can’t make coffee. 

EDITOR’S RANT: 

“President Trump”!  Those two words evoke glee in the hearts of 

many Americans or horror in slightly more. The world’s politicos are 

shaking their collective heads as they try to absorb the reality of the 

November 8
th
 USA election results. There are so many questions 

that are being asked about how the next hundred days and then the 

next four years are going to play out, but one thing is certain - 

things will be different on so many fronts. At this point, we have no 

idea what will be different. The Trump campaign was light on facts 

and heavy on controversial statements and actions that kept the 

Trump name at the top of every newscast for almost a year. The 

Donald definitely “outFOX’d” his opponent when it came to using 

the internet and the news networks. Yes,Trump may have despised 

the mainstream media (and for the most part, the feeling was 

mutual). Trump played them perfectly.  

Now he and his campaign are touted for being “populistI  Names 
like Berlusconi and even Hitler have also been used as examples of 
other “populist” success stories. I would like to add another – P.T. 
Barnum, famous for the Barnum and Bailey Circus!  Trump and 
Barnum  both knew and understood that famous Barnham quote, 
“There’s a sucker born every minute”. Both were showmen. Both 
boasted of great success in business while many disputed their 
claims. Both did not treat their workers very well but were masters 
at bolstering their public image. And ultimately, both became 
legends in their time. Well, Time will tell if there is more substance 
to the most recent showman than there was to the circus operator. 
There is no question about both men being brilliant marketers in 
their time.  



Mr. Trump’s strategy has brought much of what is wrong in America out in the open. That 

had been encapsulated under a coating of political correctness but now the hate, the   

bigotry, the racism, the misogyny and the rationalization for winning your point at all costs 

has risen to the surface. Many people had never even admitted to themselves that they 

shared Trump’s apparent views until he succeeded in peeling back the bandage and ex-

posing the sores. The USA is more divided than it has been in many decades. Let’s pray 

that the showman is actually a diplomat and a peacemaker in disguise. If he truly is an-

other PT Barnum, the stakes are much.much higher than they ever were under the Big 

Top. 

As many of us had decided long before election night, the results would be similar which-
ever the final tally went. In this case the bad news was that the Donald won. The good 
news was that the Hillary lost. Had it gone the other way? …same sad players, different 
sides of the equation I favour giving Mr. Trump a chance to prove his critics wrong, but if 
the rhetoric continues and his “advisors” don’t help rapid stabilization of the country, may-
be the only hope lies in the indictment of both candidates and we see what  VP-elect 
Pence can do. Or we can all form a giant circle and sing Kumbaya. 

In the last issue Lee Korber was credited with having a birthday on November 10th. It was 

pointed out that her older half, Earl had a birthday on the 10th. Hope you had a good one, 

Earl and congratulations, Lee, for dodging another one! It has been a longstanding tradi-

tion that no bulletin will be error free. You helped keep the tradition alive! 

AGING GYROS: 

RANT  contd. 

NEW MEMBER PROPOSAL—1st notice: 

Milton (“Milt”) Lanes  has been proposed for membership. (sponsored by Lloyd Wil-

son and submitted by Ray Davis). Milt has been out to several meetings and his wife 

Alice accompanied him to the Guest Speaker Night last week. 

According to Lloyd, Mil enjoys fellowship, sports and combining the two. He also enjoys    

winning 50/50 draws. Lloyd describes Milt as being very personable and honest (not assets 

for Liars’ Dice Night!). Lloyd may have to cut him some slack that night. 

The Lanes lives in Sherwood Park and he is a patient of mine too, so that makes him a  

good guy on two more counts. 

If anyone knows of any just cause why Milt and the Gyro Club of Sherwood Park should not 

be joined in membership speak now or forever….etc.  



Gyro Fun – October 29, 2016 

Pizza & Movie Night 

Gyros & Gyrettes, we are at it again - another Gyro 

Auction item partaken with the sponsors and buyers 

coming together to enjoy comradery, stimulating 

conversation and some laughs. As in my last submis-

sion, each year, we as members scramble to come up 

with auction items that bring out the fun & social as-

pects of Gyros & Gyrettes. The Hunts, Greigs and 

Gordons were the sponsors of a Pizza & Movie night. 

Our buyers Art & Judy, John & Brenda and Rikke & 

Cora arrived promptly at the Greig home to begin our 

night of fun and entertainment.  

The evening started with some munchies and of 

course some fine wine, beer and spirts. As usual we 

tried to solve the Alberta political scene to no avail 

but the topic generated a variety of opinions and 

within this group, I believe we are all of the right leaning persuasion. Progressing to the next phase, we 

moved onto Boston Pizza to chow down on a variety of pizzas with little more of the liquid refreshment. Eve-

ryone came away with that full feeling as we did not quite consume all the pizza. 

Proceeding to the theatre and filling up with popcorn and licorice (one can not attend a movie without such 

essentials) we settled in to view Tom Hank’s latest film, another Dan Brown novel generating an exciting 

thriller “Inferno”. Now I must say there were a few who may not have seen the complete movie as a number 

heads bobbed back and forth, it probably did not have anything to do with all the food and libations and the 

fact it was much later than our usual Gyro outings with the movie starting at 10:10.  

In closing I would say another successful Gyro “friendship gathering” with all enjoying the spirit of Gyro & 

Gyrettes. 

Al Gordon 

 

Re: Curlarama weekend: 

Hi Scott : 

Just a note to let you know about our curling this past weekend : 

11 troupers arrived in Calgary Friday night for a hosted chilly and drink evening.  This involved a lot of crib 
and B.S.  Only one big problem -- the bartender was a friend of every one and insisted on pouring dou-
bles.  At the time it sounded like a good idea but the next day----not so much !!!  That was definitely the 
downfall of our " A " team ( Bill, Dick, Dorne and Art ) who I personally selected and who where expected to  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 



 

Curlarama letter continued: 

go all the way.  Anyway we had 10 gyro's and one guest from Sh. Pk. and one substitute from Calgary making up 
our 4 teams.  # 1 team - Milt, Cliff (guest), Roger, and Terry / team #2 - Bill, Dick, Dorne and Art / team # 3 - Glen, 
Lloyd, Ken and Calgary sub.  Team # 3 managed to get second in the B event and received a bottle of Scotch for 
their efforts.  There where about 18 teams from all over and it was nice to be routed on by Dale Woodruff, an in-
coming National Pres.  Saturday night included an excellent Banquet and then Texas hold - ‘em.  Bill's team was 
definitely far better poker players than curlers.  Bill and Art won the Texas hold’em and have yet to share their 
winnings with the rest of the group!! 

The Calgary clubs do a wonderful job of hosting these events every year. Unfortunately our contingent does not 
have a training budget etc. which would certainly improve our chances of bringing home big trophies —  but we 
do our humble best!  

A great time was had by all and I am looking forward to getting more involvement in next year. 

Cheers, 

Lloyd Wilson 

 

 

Some of our Sherwood Park Curlarama boys taking a break from entertaining th other curlers 

              As Lloyd Wilson (on the right) once said, “ A fiddle is just a violin without a case”. 



 

LAST MEETING  - SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER NIGHT:  

The GCCC fed and watered 40 Gyros, spouses and guests, all sleep deprived after 

watching the American election the night before. Some drank to celebrate. Some drank to 

calm shattered nerves. Some drank to ease the shock of the results. All ate a great banquet 

in preparation to hearing a mystery guest speaker.  

It turned out that the mystery speaker role was shared by our president, Art Merrick,  and 

one of the Greenpeace movement’s founders, Dr. Patrick Moore, who left the famous body 

when he felt it had changed direction from banning nuclear tests to pursue more “profitable” 

environmental causes. Dr. Moore’s presentation was on video and his message was one 

that may have been unexpectedly timely, giving the fact that President-elect Trump has 

stated that he does not believe in man-made climate change or the negative effects on 

carbon from fossil fuels. Dr. Moore, holding a PhD in Environmental and Ecological Studies, 

holds strong beliefs that run counter to the mainstream. He agrees with Mr. Trump that 

carbon and climate change are not man-made but are natural events, although he does not 

blame the Chinese for creating the “myth” that we are killing our planet. In fact, Moore feels 

that we must actually be diligent in releasing more carbon from burning fossil fuels or all life 

on our planet is doomed. He proceeded to produce an impressive array of graphs and 

statistics to back up his theory. 

The evening certainly created some controversy and people stayed after Moore’s “talk” to 

talk among themselves. Thanks to Art for an interesting evening. It showed his great 

confidence in a Trump election victory and provided what just might be one of the first to 

clues to America’s approach to the future of our planet. The presentation provided a lot of 

food for thought on a number of fronts. Thanks also go to Rikke Dootjes who was the key 

organizer for the meeting. 

 

 

 

 



AH YES...MOVEMBER 



THOSE WERE THE DAYS... 

   

   

 

                        Gladyce Presley (or Rosie O’Donnell ?)  

                             and her son Elvis early 1940’s)     



MORE GYRETTE NEWS... 

The last bulletin’s Gyrette news still holds. The next Gyrette meeting will be held at Branches 

Restaurant—Greenland Garden Centre at 5:30 PM on November 30th. Sounds like it could 

also be the perfect location for a Moose’s salad bar too!  Contact Janice Clarke (780) 496-

9713 or Judy Taylor (780) 922-0474 to reserve your spot. 

NEXT MEETING : WHIST NIGHT NOVEMBER 23rd 

This is another mixed event although the format usually have every man and woman making 

an individual run for the fabulous prize (wine, of course) that goes to the high aggregate   

scorer at the end of the evening. Every player should have several card partners by the end 

of the “tournament” so there is lots of opportunity to pass out blame. Couples can be friendly 

in the car travelling to and from the meeting, but should show no mercy once the cards are 

dealt. This is always a fun evening. Let Vic SYvenky know you’re coming. 

 

AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT:  LIAR’S DICE DEC. 7th 

.Come on out and prove your political potential. This is an evening when telling the truth     

occasionally is a tactical move to distract from the lies that lead to victory. Give Earl Korber a 

call or an e-mail and let him know your plans to attend (or not). Bring your straight face.  

 

 

HEALTH AND WELFARE: 
Word has it that Dawn Williams is in hospital and Jeannie Carter is still fighting a serious    
infection. We are all wishing these two wonderful Gyrettes a speedy and full recovery.  

Ray Graham’s treatments have apparently been providing positive results—good thing since 
he fell and shattered his leg! This is no way to avoid taking Pat out dancing, Ray. 

Kathy Klaus has a lot less gall that she lad a couple of weeks ago. She had her gall bladder 
surgically removed by an arthroscope wielding surgeon, and thanks in large part to Larry’s  
capable nursing care (at least according to Larry) she is even more delightful that ever. Gall 
can drag everyone down—both the “gallor” and the “gallee”.  

 



 SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS        

                 

 

 

   

 

 

 



 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

 

   

                 RIP Dave                                



Meanwhile NOT in Canada 

 

 
 

 

 

This year, if you are too lazy to go outside for Black Friday... Just stab yourself with a ball-point pen, 

scream at your family, and then rip your TV off the wall and run with it to your car.  

You'll get all the exhilaration and adventure of Black Friday without having to go anywhere. 



THE DONALD PAGEBECAUSE NOBODY WANTS MORE COVERAGE THAN DT! 

      

     

 

 

                  HE’S SO EASY TO MOCK, BUT IN A COUPLE OF MONTHS WE’LL HAVE TO START SHOWING SOME RESPECT…. WE HOPE 



ANIMAL INSTINKS   
            

               Now THAT was an awesome Halloween costume ! 



Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 
        

And the last word: 
 

       

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

SB 

 


