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I WAS JUST THINKING: I bet jelly fish are sad because there are no peanut 

butter fish. 

EDITOR’S RANT: 

Politics south of the border have been a constant source of 

amusement, bewilderment and yes, sometimes horror. Putting 

aside the size of the president’s crowd, his hands or whatever 

else he is sensitive about,  there were “Yuge” crowds of marchers 

not just in Washington but across the country and around the 

world following Inauguration Day. Even Edmonton saw several 

thousand show up in front of the Legislative buildings. They 

marched in support of women’s rights, the environment and a 

myriad of other perceived threats to the civilized world by the new 

US Administration and its leader in chief. It is not, nor will it be, my 

intent to ridicule or kick our friends to the south when they are  

down, or at any time for that matter. That would be un-Canadian.      

I did promise myself that I would steer clear of American politics 

for a while, but Mr. Trump makes that promise very hard to keep. 

His daily tweets, the administration’s “alternative facts”, an appar-

ent fixation on his own image rather than things that do actually 

matter plus his apparent unwillingness to abide by his country’s 

constitution or other impediments to his game plan, leave much of 

the world on the edge of their seats. I do understand that the 

American people had had enough of the establishment working 

them over and they were fully prepared to try a radically different          

approach to stir things up. Who knows? Maybe the country and 

the world will not only survive but thrive under the man with the 

golden hair. I am so aware of the serious implications of the new 

administration’s unpredictable first weeks in power that I have to  



   

      

If you’ve been to Pisa there’s a pretty good chance you’ve done this even if you won’t admit to it. 

Apparently it continues to lean dangerously. Imagine the tourists who are doing their photo-op thing  

when it finally falls over! 

 (Rant continued) 

retreat into a shell of humour. Dark humour is better than no humour at all. I hope we will all 
look back on this era and laugh at our unfounded anxiety. Since I have already concluded 
that my resolution to ignore US politics is doomed to failure, I am at least committed to      
expanding my humour targets well beyond the President. I know there are other Americans 
and other countries, including our own, with challenges, but none have the ability to influence 
personal lives in Canada, like the USA can. Often in my lifetime, I have heard and perhaps 
even uttered the phrase, “I didn’t know whether to laugh or cry”. Well, I choose to laugh!   

A sad PS: Since I wrote the above Rant, the terrorist attack in Quebec City remains a very 
discouraging reminder that we are not immune to hate and intolerance in our own country. 
Yes, the terrorist was an admirer of President Trump, plus several of our own local, provincial 
and federal Canadian politicians who also advocate isolationism. If I knew how to tweet, I 
would quote the Donald …“Sad”,  but also disturbing. This direction can’t go anywhere good. 
Terror tactics are never exclusive to any one group identified by race, religion, or country of 
origin, but they are the weapons, non the less, of the radical fringe and they highlight what is 
worst about humanity. Unfortunately, these few can and do rob. Currently they are robbing 
the rest of humanity of its freedom as effectively as any totalitarian regime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LAST MEETING: DARTS Feb. 1st 

 February 1st,  2017, found 16 Gyros and one guest at the GCCC  flinging pointy feathered 

missiles at the wall and enjoying a few brews, some friendly banter and a fine meal. Richard 

Dickinson, the organizer and tally sheet supervisor for the evening deserves a big 

“Thank you” from us all. When the last dart was delivered, our guest, John Schelske,  

emerged as the victor on the “A” side of the draw while Paul West took the “B”side. 

It was another casualty free evening with no eyes lost and no hernias aggravated. However, 

the winner did accept his wine, but departed, leaving the coveted trophy behind !!!    

Richard Dickinson is holding it temporarily until it can be claimed by John or his brother Greg.  

             Paul West—B side winner                        John Schelske—A side winner 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

 

We are saddened to report that Augie Annicchiarico’s father passed away last week. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to you, Augie, to your family and to your father. 

The Carter household continues with its health challenges as Jeanie battles her fourth round 
of chemo and Bill is scheduled for surgery on February 22nd. You are both in our thoughts 
and we are sending out all the good vibes we can create to speed you both back to good 
health. 

 

AGING GYROS: 

The following fellow is February’s finest (say that with a Daffy Duck accent): 

Rikke Dootjes (24th). Enjoy your special day, Rikke. We all know you ’re “special”.   

 

Interesting Bumper Stickers: 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: BOWLING  February 15th 

It strikes me that the weather may influence attendance at this event.  Spare us the      

excuses, come on out and have a ball. Bowling is good for strengthening and lengthening 

one arm but bad for the ego. We all have egos but how many can boast a longer arm? 

Now’s your chance to address that. The shoes are nice too. 

Bill Carter is the guy in charge of this evening again. Contact him with your plans.  

The whole “shebang” commences at 6:00 PM at the Gateway Recreation Centre on    

3414 Gateway Blvd. in Edmonton. Bowling balls are on the house. There will be a $10.00    

surcharge per person unless you don’t bowl or eat. Gyro will cover the cost of your shoes 

but you MUST supply your own socks. See you there. 

FORGET ABOUT WORLD PEACE. VISUALIZE USING YOUR TURN SIGNAL 

 

BOYCOTT SHAMPOO.  DEMAND THE REAL POO 

 

HONK IF YOU LOVE PEACE AND QUIET 



Hmmmm…. 

 



  HAPPY GROUNDHOG DAY 

            HAPPY GROUNDHOG DAY 
                                    HAPPY GROUNDHOG DAY   
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ALERT!!   V-DAY IS COMING 

 

                Ahhh, Romance  is alive and well…. 



 MY FAVOURITE SUPER BOWL STORY OF THE YEAR 

 



THOSE WERE THE DAYS... 

   

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 



THE FOOD PAGE 

 



 SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS          

                 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

       

 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 
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Meanwhile NOT in Canada 

 

 
 

 

 

 

     From an old UK children’s book but I love the cat with orange  hair 



Scenes from Inauguration week 

   



A MARCHING WE WILL GO 

Women and their supporters started 

marching on January 21st across 

America and around the world. As I 

watched media coverage of the      

various marches I was struck by the 

difference in marchers’ placards      

depending on their location. The 

Americans’ signs clearly had more 

panache, cut and thrust.  

     

                                 This one’s from Melbourne, Australia…..might as well have been from Canada 



ANIMAL INSTINKS  

                    It’s a guy thing 



     

WORDPLAY 

 



Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

AND THE LAST WORD…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SB                     ah...the sweet smell of success 


