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I WAS JUST THINKING -     It’s just a matter of time before they add the            

word “Syndrome” after my name. 

 

EDITOR’S RANT   

 

At a time when many on both sides of the border are more filled with 

fear and hate than thankfulness and good will toward their fellow man 

we are celebrating a new holiday at our house this year.  Our daughter, 

Dallyce, and son-in-law, Scott who reside in the US will not be able to 

be here this December, as in their custom. So this week we got a 

surprise phone call announcing that they would be flying up for 

American Thanksgiving and an early Christmas. The new holiday will 

bear the name “Chrisgiving” or “Thanksmas”. We haven’t decided 

which yet. A bonus surprise is that our adult granddaughter, Poonam, 

who was adopted from an orphanage in Calcutta two decades ago will 

be joining us for this wonderful event. Next week will indeed be a 

special one for the Brisbins. 

Meanwhile, I’ve been thinking.  (“Uh Oh”, I can hear you say.)  I try to 

be pretty close to politically neutral. I tend to see things in shades of 

grey -  more than 50, I suspect -  rather than in black and white. I try to 

see more than one side to every story. I don’t see myself as either right 

or left wing. But I am concerned about the global situation we are 

headed for, one fuelled by suspicion, fear, and hate. That can’t be 

good. These emotions are not exclusive to any one religion, race or 

culture. Right now the focus seems to be on Muslims. The Ku Klux Klan 

evoked the same terror in the name of Christianity. The Nazi millions of 

the 20
th
 century have dwindled but the memories linger on. Painting a 

scene in black and white with a broad brush is a dangerous thing. 

Refugees are fleeing terror the likes of which we can’t imagine but 

perhaps even some of those branded terrorists have a shred of 

humanity in them. None of us have walked in their shoes or 

experienced what influenced their lives. Rather than blindly prejudging, 



   (Rant contd. 

Perhaps we shoud try some careful, rational thought. 

The events in Paris are still stinging and tearing at the civilized world’s heart. I have no doubt there 

is more to come and that other European targets will be joined by some in North America. Human 

nature being what it is, some of us will want to vent our anger at ISIS by fighting anything that 

doesn’t bear a striking resemblance to ourselves. We in the west, and now Russia,  have 

participated in bombing ISIS targets and in doing so killed and terrorized many innocents. We have 

participated in creating refugees. Others of us will turtle and attempt to deal with the inevitable fear 

that comes from a potential terrorist attack by shutting our door, withdrawing and ignoring 

everything around us. Neither of these tactics, it seems to me, are likely to be productive in 

achieving a happy, peaceful life for us, our families, and our countries. Such tactics do not address 

the root cause of terrorism – alienation. Very few humans crave being hated, shunned, isolated or 

being viewed as sub-human and irrelevant. To crave these would be proof of sub-humanity. The 

successful recruitment of even our own people by the ISIS core is an indictment of our failure to 

treat our fellow man with dignity, fairness and compassion regardless whether they look, think or 

worship like us. We are driving recruits to ISIS. Since the strategies of the past have failed to stop 

terrorism’s growth, perhaps it’s time to look, not at the terrorists, but at ourselves and consider if 

some different strategy might be worth a try. 

Happy Thanksmas and a Merry Chrisgiving to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s caveat: I would like to apologize to anyone I have not yet offended. Please be 
patient. I will get to you shortly. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

LAST MEETING:   GUEST SPEAKER NIGHT 

Since the GCCC was closed on November 11th we had our version if 

a Remembrance Day meeting on Thursday November 12th. 33 of us 

including Bill Austin’s guest, Glenn Hellier,  were treated to an 

informative and entertaining speech by Captain Keith Jacquard of the 

Loyal Edmonton Regiment, 3rd Canadian Division. Captain Jacquard 

presented a fine overview of Canada’s armed forces, its history over 

the past century and current missions. He then followed up with an 

account of his own experiences in Afghanistan. We are indeed 

fortunate that our country has not had to endure war on our soil in 

close to two centuries but we have defended our freedom and that of 

so many others via our armed forces in conflicts around the globe. We 

owe so much to the brave men and women who have sacrificed, often 

with their lives, in order to ensure that we can enjoy the quality of life 

that we do here today. 

 

 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 

The following arrived from Allan Bleiken: 

 

While cleaning out some old files, Kay found a copy of the Sherwood Park News dated Friday, June 

27, 1980.  She kept it because it had a picture of our son Allan on the front page, leaping into the air, 

because school was out.  It was interesting to read this paper again as it brought back some old 

memories which I thought I would share with you. 

 

The front page news contained a story of a movie titled “Lisa” to be filmed by CBC in Strathcona 

County, at the Garden General Store, locate six miles east of Sherwood Park.  It was a film about 

some errant youths who stopped for gas at the store and decided to rob the owner, but ended up 

killing the owner.  They then made their getaway down Wye Road and picked up a young girl called 

Lisa and hid out in an old farm house where some eerie events took place.  The second front page 

story was about Strathcona County decision to reject Edmonton’s request to release land west of 

Ellerslie for city expansion.  And the third front page story was about a poll conducted by Peter 

Elzinga in which 82% of nearly 3000 people polled, were in favour of the death penalty.  The poll also 

identified that: 63% wanted marijuana decriminalized; 57% wanted nuclear energy development, 

61% thought the media did not inform the public accurately; and 57% favoured a guaranteed annual 

income.   

 

On the second page, the Sherwood Park and District Chamber of Commerce ran a big advertisement 

opposing annexation.  The ad included a mail-in form for citizens to support the Chamber and oppose 

annexation.  The cartoon on the editorial page showed a caricature of Ronald Regan saying “A gun in 

every holster – a pregnant woman in every kitchen – and Make America a Man Again.”   

 

Page six had an editorial from Peter Elzinga, Member of Parliament, in which he stated the newly 

elected Liberal federal government was considering the removal of the inflation index in the personal 

income tax system, resulting in a $1.4 billion tax increase.  This action was proposed to help reduce 

government debt.  Rather than cut costs, the Liberal government’s answer was to increase taxes.  

And on page eight, Joan Pickford wrote an article on “Equal pay for work of equal value”, stating that 

the average annual income for men was higher than that for women.  

 

Houses were a bargain.  A two story executive home with a finished basement was offered at an 

assumable mortgage of $61,000, while a 3400 sq. ft. luxury, custom built home with every 

conceivable option, was offered at an assumable mortgage of $100,000.  The mortgage rate was    

11 ¼ %.  



 YUP...An entire page devoted to BACON’s Diversity! 
 

 

                                  

 

 

 

     
  

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

As we try to figure out what the election results mean, here are a few in-
sights: 

 Like many millennials, after trying to strike out into the big vast world on his 
own, 
Justin Trudeau has returned home to the place he was raised (24 Sussex Dr.), 
finding it just a bit too scary out there in the real world. 
On the flip side, Mr. Harper woke up to quite likely his worst nightmare. 
He woke up as a regular Calgary citizen with a Muslim as his Mayor, 
the NDP running his province, and the Liberals running his country....  



                      NOVEMBER, Movember 

 

      Redefining Movember 

              And…. Honouring American Thanksgiving 



MEANWHILE NOT IN CANADA: 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 
 
   

      

  

 

          Toilet technogoly continues to baffle and impress 



 

 

NEXT MEETING:  WHIST NIGHT - NOVEMBER 25TH 

Come join us and Whist the night away at this always fun meeting. It is a mixed event so 

bring your own mix (code for spouse or special friend). No particular skill is required to have 

a good time or even win the event and take home the wine. If you show up anywhere except 

the GCCC , however, you will be alone. Contact Tom Pandos or Roger Delveaux to let them 

know your attendance intentions. 

AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT: LIAR’S DICE December 9th 

Sideline your truthing and practice your untruthing skills in preparation for this annual deceit-

fest. There are no wine prizes for the “most honest player” among us. Somebody volunteered 

to chair this event but apparently they lied. Stay tuned for news of the co-ordinators. 

 

 
UPCOMING DISTRICT & INTERNATIONAL FUNCTIONS 
 
 
International Interim Meeting – February 8

th
 – 12

th
, 2016 – Savannah, Georgia 

 
 
District VIII Convention -  May 26

th
 – 29

th
, 2016 – Fairmont Hotsprings BC 

 
 
International Convention – July 11

th
 – 17

th
, 2016 - Red Lake (Mackenzie Island), Ontario 



HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

Sharon Slade reports that Sid had surgery on November 19th. He is home, groggy but   
convalescing and in little or no pain. They will remain home in frosty Alberta now until after 
Christmas. We’re pluggin’ for ya, Sid. See you both at the Christmas party. 

CURLORAMA REPORT: 

Lloyd Wilson filed the following report just after the last bulletin went “to press”: 

Flash news bulletin : 

Recommend that when travelling to Banff and stopping at the Cremona Hotel you do not order lamb chops and 
cajun snapper  ( the beer was excellent ).  Have health and welfare check with Jim Malott for the gory details. 

Event : 

We arrived Friday evening to an enjoyable smoker which included chilly and a host bar crib and fellowship. 

Saturday was spent curling.  Bill Austin, Lloyd Wilson, Jim Malott and Terry Bajer consisted of one team.  Art 
Merick was good enough to join Mike Matei's team from Edmonton so we had representation on two teams.   

Saturday night we all enjoyed a buffet of roast beef etc and after that we adjourned for a Texas Hold-em 
tournament. Bill came in third on the A side ( no money ) while Lloyd (80 bucks), Art (40 bucks) and Jim (nil) 
placed in that order in the B side of the tournament. 

S.P. were second in the curling A draw which finished on Sunday. 

Art's team was also second in the B side of the draw also finishing on Sunday. 

We all received prizes for our fine play and departed for home around noon. 

 

The Calgary Club does a great job hosting this event (ever second year) and should be commended for all their 
work. Next year the Stampede club is doing the same. 

We are encouraging more participation and a larger subsidy next year!!! 

Yours in Gyro 

“The Curling representatives” 



SNICKERS AND  GUFFAWS 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Handyman Husband 

  

Wife texts husband on a cold winter morning:   

"Windows frozen, won't open." 

Husband texts back: 

"Gently pour some lukewarm water over it   

And gently tap edges with hammer."   

Wife texts back 5 minutes later: 

"Computer really messed up now. 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



ANIMAL INSTINKS   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

  

 

 

    

 

 

 

  



Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 
        

And the last word: 
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