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I WAS JUST THINKING:  Women who seek to be equal to men lack 

ambition. 

 EDITOR’S RANT 

In past centuries, the written word was never a medium for the 

more or less illiterate masses. Maintaining the strict disciplines of 

composition, clarity, grammar, spelling and handwriting was rarely 

a factor in their lives. Regarded as a seemingly useless task, it  

became the turf of a very small minority of educated people, who, 

standing separate but stalwart, revered and developed the skills  

of reading and writing for the betterment of mankind.   

Fast forward to 2016. Regard for the written word is deteriorating 

at warp speed, reaching a  level where fewer and fewer humans 

even care about crafting messages with clarity in mind. 

Texting has become the most commonly used communication 

medium. Punctuation is just a bother. This reality, combined with 

no regard for anything but brevity, leaves most rules of grammar 

with labels like “archaic”, or more generously, “quaint”.  

Am I the only one who has unsuccessfully attempted to inspire a 

device addict to pick up their house phone or answer my knock at 

their door without first texting my intentions?  

In 2014, a study found that 49% of  teens chose texting as their 

primary way to TALK to their closest friends, This clearly outranks  

20% on social media and a measly 13% by land line. My own 

curiosity regarding how many of these messages are being 

shared while sitting across from one another in a coffee shop, 

restaurant or classroom, is a moot point. 



 

RANT contd. 

Yes, I am rather sad that having long been guided by the rules of grammar that were 
drilled into my head, they are now just old rules. To me,“Written communication is not 
about the message sent, but how it is received and interpreted by the recipient.” By 
eliminating grammar, punctuation and any other regard for how our message is inter-
preted, the risk swells to hippopotamic proportions. As I re-read that last sentence, I 
think the imagery is very, very clear even if the word “Hippopotamic “ is not in the dic-
tionary…yet.  I am never opposed to creative communication – just lazy and ineffective 
communication. Look for more examples of this very dangerous downward slope else-
where in this bulletin.  Bah!  Humbug! 

 There is a pub in Truro, Cornwall, England, named The Wig and Pen. Not long ago, during prolonged 

roadworks in the area, they ordered a huge sign to assure their neighbours and regulars they intend-

ed to remain open during the construction. Business, apparently, boomed. 

                                                     Why punctuation and spacing are so important  

"When we started Apple, Steve Jobs and I talked about how we wanted to make blind people as 
equal and capable as sighted people, and you'd have to say we succeeded when you look at all the 
people walking down the sidewalk looking down at something in their hands, totally oblivious to 
everything around them!" -- Steve Wozniak as quoted on MarketWatch 



 

 

Mothers day Ads from when we were kids. The message has changed...the morality of some ads has not. 

Today, it is prescription drugs and hard liquor  ...but for Mom! 

MOTHERS DAY MESSAGES: 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjd3aSihMTMAhVP0mMKHS_jBF4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fkingscompany%2Fmothers-day-reminder%2F&psig=AFQjCNEkiMxtRptamSKbaldZpk4UH-ogIg&ust=146257533
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F422494008764766349%2F&psig=AFQjCNEkiMxtRptamSKbaldZpk4UH-ogIg&ust=1462575334952293
http://funny-pictures.funmunch.com/funny-picture-1234.html


May Days! May Days! 

   Grandmas are Mothers too, but with benefits! 

Some Mom is going to excited about her Mother’s day Pre-

sent! 



 LAST  MEETING: AUCTION NIGHT 

April 26th at the GCCC  was the scene of the club’s primo funding night as 36 Gyros gath-
ered to bid on each other’s offerings in the silent and live auction parts of the evening. 
Auctioneer, Bill Carter did his usual stellar job, keeping us off balance with his notorious  
humour belted out between auction items. Nobody bid on his hemorrhoids again this year 
much to his chagrin. A  total of $6970 was raised. A score card of the evening is included 
in this bulletin in case you forgot who bought your item. A huge ThankYou to Bill, to Jim 
Malott, Vic Syvenki, (etc. etc.) 

 

 
 

GYRETTE NEWS: 

The next Gyrette meeting will be a fun one as the group heeds Eleanor Copeland’s     
suggestion to attend the Jubilations Dinner Theatre on May 25th to enjoy a  production of 
“Hey Pretty Woman”. The theatre is located next to the Casino at West Edmonton Mall 
and the $56.70 ticket includes a rave-worthy three course meal. The challenge is that 
tickets must be paid for when booked and  time is very quickly running out to climb on 
board. If insufficient members declare their intentions, the plan is a no-go.  Please call or 
e-mail Jan Bradley at janandkeith@shaw.ca immediately if you intend to Jubilate. 

   Bill hears “225 bid...do I hear 

                   Jim keeps track of the money,  

                    Bill acknowledges a bidder 

          Bidders prepare to drop some cash 

mailto:janandkeith@shaw.ca


It will be all fun and games until the first hand of Texas Hold’em is dealt. Then its every 
man for himself as we test our “skill” in an effort to take home some of the money that is 
up for grabs. A $20 buy-in and a kiss from Lady Luck is all that’s required to reserve your 
seat at the table. This is not a “winner takes all” game but it is a “winner takes home 
more thn anyone else. There will be a a, A side winner and a B side winner along with 
2nd and 3rd placers in the money on each side. Yup...a total of 6 players will go home 
with their shirts and their pockets jingling. 

Please let Lawrence Zalasky know you are all in right away if you missed the sign up 
sheet that went around at the auction. 

NEXT MEETING—POKER NIGHT May 11th 

AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT:  ELECTION NIGHT May 25th 

We’re skipping the primaries and and the lead-up hoopla and getting right to it. Club   

members are encouraged to throw their hat in the ring for Vice President or one of two 

Board positions. Get your campaign chairman and his committee to do all the preparatory 

work and sweep into office with style and panache. Closet skeletons don’t mean a thing to 

Gyros so fear not— you won’t get muck raked, unless that’s your thing.  

 

WINDUP GOLF  July 5th: 

I doubt if a windup will help your golf swing but you’re welcome to try it if you are desper-

ate on July 5th at Belvedere. First tee time is 12 Noon.  More details will follow in a few 

weeks but meanwhile, if you are planning on exploring the Belvedere rough, let the     

committee know while its on your mind.  Rusty Climie and his assistants, Keith Bradley 

and Peter Sachatsky, await your phone call or e-mail. 

 

 

International Convention—July 11th to 17th, 2016   RED Lake (Mackenzie Island)      

Ontario. That’s right—Ontario, CANADA. We can finance the entire trip in Canadian      

dollars. American participants have to pay for part of their gas bill in US dollars. Pity our 

poor American brothers and sisters. 

Mark your summer calendar  NOW! 



          I didn’t realize Merle was paying alimony to both Kris and Robert! That’s got to be a killer :(  

 

 

AGING GYROS: 

May was a busy month for some Gyros’ mothers a few years ago. The following mem-

bers celebrate their birth during this month: George Screpnek (3rd); Barrie Pratt (4th);  

Jim Malott (5th); Peter Sachatsky (5th); George Ward (8th)  ; Lloyd Wilson (15th). 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

   

 

  SIGNS OF THE TIMES 



   

PICS TO PONDER: 

 

 

 

 

                                         



THE NEWS THAT’S FIT TO PRINT: 

 



 

DO YOU REMEMBER? 

          

OLD MEMORIES  DEPEND ON HOW OLD YOU ARE 

 

Same as the one we remember...only different 



 

 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA 
 



Meanwhile NOT in Canada 

 

Dear Abby: 

 

My husband is a liar and a cheat. He has 

cheated on me from the beginning,  

and, when I confront him, he denies every-

thing. What's worse, 

everyone knows that he cheats on me. It is 

so humiliating. 

Also, since he lost his job 14 years ago, he 

hasn't even looked for a new one.  

All he does all day is smoke cigars, cruise 

around and shoot the bull with 

his buddies, while I have to work to pay 

the bills.  

Since our daughter went away to college 

he doesn't even pretend to like me, 

and even hints that I may be a lesbian. 

What should I do?  

 

Signed: Clueless  

 

Dear Clueless:  
 

Grow up and dump him. Good grief woman! You don't need 

him anymore!  

You're running for President of the United States. Act like 
it.  



THE DONALD PAGEBECAUSE NOBODY WANTS MORE COVERAGE THAN DT ! 

            

                       There, don’t you feel more informed , fulfilled and stimulated now? 

 



 

 

     

            Coach Mommy must have been pleased 
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Baby's First Doctor Visit  (Apparently true story) 

   

A woman and a baby were in the doctor's examining room, waiting for the doctor to come in 

for the baby's first exam. 

 The doctor arrived, and examined the baby, checked his weight, and being a little  

concerned,   asked if the baby was breast-fed or bottle-fed. 'Breast-fed,' she replied.  

 'Well, strip down to your waist,' the doctor ordered.  

 She did. He pinched her nipples, pressed, kneaded, and rubbed both breasts                 

for a while in a very professional and detailed examination.  

 Motioning to her to get dressed, the doctor said, 'No wonder this baby is underweight. 

You don't have any milk.'  

 I know,' she said, 'I'm his Grandma,  

 But I'm glad I came.         

       

                                                            ***************     

          Sister gave her this T-shirt after she had colon cancer surgery 

Hmmmm... 



                                    I want to stay at this hotel! 

OK…?! 



ANIMAL INSTINKS 
  



Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 
        

And the last word: 
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