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EDITOR’S RANT 

If any of you have read the Comments Section of the Web Site, you will 

know what this rant is about. The timing has as much to do with the 

AGM on Sept. 3rd as it does with any specific urgency. We all however, 

have some individual and collective thinking to do that should result in 

some decisions about the direction, longevity and value of the club. Ide-

as have wafted around like misty apparitions for years but it is time to 

put some meat on those boney ghosts. Jim Malott and others have tried 

to address specific issues in the past but for some reason we have not 

been prodded into action. As we do not return from Quebec in time to 

attend the AGM and  personally present my thoughts, this rant is my al-

ternative vehicle.  

Here are some ideas I hope you’ll ponder and then discuss at the meet-

ing.  The International Gyro Body feels that social media (Facebook, 

Web Sites, etc.) are the way to attract new and especially young mem-

bers. Ask yourselves, “Do we really want to attract a lot of young (25-45) 

members?” Will we and they have enough in common? Our interests 

could vary more than we care to admit. Would it be better to encourage 

a core of young men to start a younger Gyro club of their own as our 

own Charter Members did? Potential members of our generation are 

much less likely to be active on Facebook. A few, perhaps new to Sher-

wood Park, might check out our Web Site. Score ½ point for Web Sites 

and a zero for Facebook and Twitter or the newest micro chat format. 

Should we decide to focus our demographic on men over 50, how many 

might  we want to attract? Despite what some women of our acquaint-

ance might say, is bigger necessarily better? If we were to swell our 

I WAS JUST THINKING…It’s sad how Wile E. Coyote is re-
membered for his violence and not for his brilliant paintings 

of tunnels. 



ranks to say 100 would we be as close a friendship club or would we break up into cliques or “mini-

clubs”?  

 

Do the 25 members who are snowbirds feel shortchanged because they miss the winter’s events 

here? Might they have a Southern chapter of the club that joins the Northern stay-at-homes in the 

Spring and Fall.?  

Do we ever lose members and not know why? Would some type of an “Exit Interview” be helpful  to 

help us plug some of the leaks in our bucket by identifying issues that are addressable? 

Our meeting schedule bears a striking resemblance from year to year. Certainly, change for 

change’s sake could be counterproductive as our activities each have a lot of merit, but could we do 

even a few things somewhat differently ? Personally, I would like to have more speakers. The Ed-

monton Gyro Club seems to come up with an interesting personality every month. Might some  of 

those provide a pool from which we could occasionally select?  

Gyro is a FRIENDSHIP CLUB and we need to continually focus on what creates good times together 

while strengthening our bonds of friendship. All other objectives are secondary at best, so, from me 

to you, please make this a great, stimulating, interactive and productive AGM!     

 AGING GYROS: 
 

September’s Birthday  

Boys: 

 

Dick Caddey (2nd) 

Greg Smith  (2nd) 

 

Obviously you two 
have something in 
common! 

 

How long has this 
been going on? 

 

 

                      



 

LAST NON - MEETING:   SUMMER PICNIC 

 

The Kropp estate was the scene of a gathering of Gyros hungry for hot dogs, hamburgers and Ha 
Ha’s.  August 17th was a wonderful day for a picnic. Fortunately, the annual Gyro event took place 
on August 17th.            

Rick Craddock gathered and confirmed a crowd of 46 souls.  Art  Merrick supplied enough 
“Beverages” scavenged from other events  to quench all but the strongest of thirsts.  Attendees 
brought everything but loaves, fishes and burgers, the latter being supplied by the Kropps and 
cooked by Sid Slade.  The sun allowed folks to see their shadow intermittently and no hail, sleet, or 
snow marred the day. A lack of these three meteorological phenomena allowed Alberta’s provincial 
bird, the mosquito, to crash the party as dusk fell. Many thanks go out to Bernie for supplying the 
burgers and the land and Brenda for her exquisite organizational and hosting skills. 

PICTURES ARE ON THE WEB SITE ! :)  (Hint. Hint.) 

 

THE NEXT MEETING: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  September 3rd 

 

The GCCC is the place to be to kick off our new season, especially if you are into AGM’s as I know 
most of you are. This promises to be a dandy as I won’t be there (still in Quebec) so you can feel 
free to speak your mind and not be quoted directly (Indirect quotes, however, are still fair game). 
AGM’s are as exciting and useful as we make them. So come with your thoughts thought and your 
answers open to questioning. A word of caution however—no sex, violence or vague references to 
a fellow Gyro’s maternal heritage will be allowed until after the meeting is officially adjourned. 

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO GUIDE YOUR CLUB AND JOIN IN CONSTRUCTIVE DEBATE 
OVER OUR FUTURE PATH.      PARTICIPATE !  It’ll be fun. 

 

PAST PRESIDENT’S MEETING: September 20th 

 

Sid Slade will host the annual Past Presidents’ meeting at his place, 30 Carmel Road at 5:00 PM 
on September 20th. It is these former greats’ opportunity to relive past glories and talk about us lit-
tle people. They may also discuss weightier topics involving the club such as outcomes of the 
AGM, or they may just drink some beer, eat some BBQ and fart a lot. Server/cooks will be Law-
rence and Ray. 

Sid wants to hear from all you old guys (I hope you know who you are) by September 10th. 

 

 

AND THE MEETING AFTER THAT:  WHIST NIGHT September 24th 

This mixed event will be at the GCCC and has been a popular perennial favourite. Whether you are 
a card expert or just a card come on out and join the fun. Skill is discouraged. 

Earl Korber and Roger Delveaux are your go-to’s for this one. 

 



 

Ladies and Gentlemen….. THE PRESIDENT OF THE GYRO CLUB OF 

SHERWOOD PARK  (announced in a deep but urgent voice with “Hail to 

the Chief” music in the background): 

 

Welcome back!  

I know it seems we no longer take time off in Gyro as we have many events 

during the summer but we do need to define a start and finish. The AGM to be 

held September 3, 2014 at the German Canadian Cultural Association will be 

our official start to the 2014/15 season! !  I want to start off by thanking the 

new executive for all the work done; completing the schedule, setting the 

events, establishing chairmen and designating their assistants.  We’re off and 

running ! ! 

Our club is lucky in that we have had a consistent membership. Whenever we 

lose a couple of members,  we seem to gain a couple of new ones so that we 

tend to stay around the 50 members, a nice size for socializing.!  

We have about one third of our members that spend a significant portion of 

their time “down south” during the winter months and another third that spend 

a month or so “down south” and about a third more who are willing to endure 

the weather and stay home. We do continue to have a good turnout for most 

events, but this exodus has made it more difficult to encourage people to run 

for office in the club. So this year,  we are trying it with a snowbird President 

(who will miss about 9 of the 20)  planned meetings and see if we can still 

have a successful year.  I, of course, will continue to be accessible via e-mail 

and the web site and by phone, but it will mean more responsibilities may fall 

on the Past President, the Vice-President, and the On-to Chairmen of the 

events. We are hoping this will allow us to have a continued vibrant club that 

will encourage all members to get involved and enjoy the friendship known as 

Gyro.!  

This year we have also added something to our Liar’s Dice event in that we 

are going to be sending an invitation to all the previous members of the club 

who have resigned, inviting them to attend the event and rekindle old friend-

ships.  A reaching out that signifies the essence of Gyro.!  

I am looking forward to another good year celebrating friendship with Sher  

wood Park Gyro.!  

 Cheerio ! ! ! 

 Ray Davis 

 President 



NEW MEMBER APPLICATION: 

Dick Caddey has nominated  Paul West for Gyro membership. His notice is the first of two to be published in the bulletin. If 

anyone knows of any just cause or impediment ….etc., etc.  

Paul and his wife, Marianne are Sherwood Park residents. Dick passed along the following comment: “Paul is a gentleman with 

a great sense of humor. Both he and Marianne are very sociable and loyal to friends and family."   

More details about the Wests will be forthcoming in the bulletin containing the second notice.               

 

 

WEALTH AND HELLFIRE:          

 
Word has it that John Williams is going in for knee replacement .surgery on September 2nd. We suspect this will be the 
end of his break dancing for the rest of the month.  

 

 

 



MEANWHILE IN CANADA Dept.         

      

     

 

          
                 

 
  

                                                                    

i                                 
                                            

                                                                                             

 
 

 
 



(Still in Canada) 

                                                      

 

When I went to church last week, I heard a sweet elderly lady in the pew next 
to me saying a prayer.  

It was so innocent and sincere that I just have to share it with you:  

  

"Dear Lord, This sure has been a tough four to five years. You have taken my 
favorite actor Patrick Swayze, 

my favorite musician Michael Jackson, my favorite Blues Singer Amy Wine-
house, my favorite actress Elizabeth  

Taylor, my favorite singer Whitney Houston and now my favorite author Tom 
Clancy!  

  

I just wanted you to know that my favorite politicians are Allison Redford,  

Stephen Harper, Tom Mulcair, Mike Duffy, Pamela Wallin, Rob Ford,  and that  

Trudeau kid."  

  

Amen 

   

 

    



An historic moment in Canadian history…. 200 years ago today, August 24, 1814, the capital city of the 

United States of America, Washington, D.C., was captured and burned. The destruction included The President ’s 

House (now called the White House), the Capitol and the Library of Congress. The attack came from….Canada.  

The United States anticipated that the war would be quick and easy. Former President Thomas Jefferson wrote that 

conquering Canada would be “a mere matter of marching.” Obviously, these predictions were catastrophically wrong. 

Sorry about that, Neighbour. We won’t do it again….unless we need to, of course. But we know you won’t make us do 

that (Once bitten, etc.). 

Sorry. 

 



SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      
 

                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 



ANIMAL INSTINKS: 
 
   
 
 
           

 
 
 
 



 

       GETTING PHILOSOPHICAL ON THE 19TH HOLE 

 
 

                   

 

 

 

 

                

                  

 

 

 

 

  
                

                                      

  

 

 



PROOF READING IS A DYING ART DEPT. : 
 

 

Something Went Wrong in Jet Crash, Expert Says  

Really? Ya think?  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------  

  

Police Begin Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers  

Now that's taking things a bit far!  

-----------------------------------------------------------  

  

Panda Mating Fails; Veterinarian Takes Over  

What a guy!  

---------------------------------------------------------------  

  

Miners Refuse to Work after Death  

No-good-for-nothing' lazy SOB’s  

------------------------------------------------------  

  

Juvenile Court to Try Shooting Defendant  

To see if that straightens out other juveniles? 

----------------------------------------------------------  

  

War Dims Hope for Peace  

I can see where it might have that effect!  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------  

  

Cold Wave Linked to Temperatures  

Who would have thought!  

----------------------------------------------------------------  

  

Enfield ( London ) Couple Slain; Police Suspect Homicide  

They may be on to something!  

------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 



MAYBE NOT FIRST, BUT YOU HEARD IT HERE: 

            

Ralph and Edna were both patients in a mental hospital. One day while they were 
walking past the hospital swimming pool, Ralph suddenly jumped into the deep 
end. He sank to the bottom of the pool and stayed there. 
 
Edna promptly jumped in to save him. She swam to the bottom and pulled him 
out. When the Head Nurse Director became aware of Edna's heroic act she im-
mediately ordered her to be discharged from the hospital, as she now consid-
ered her to be mentally stable. 
 
When she went to tell Edna the news she said, "Edna, I have good news and bad 
news. The good news is you're being discharged, since you were able to rational-
ly respond to a crisis by jumping in and saving the life of the person you love.... I 
have concluded that your act displays sound mindedness. The bad news is, Ralph 
hanged himself in the bathroom with his bathrobe belt right after you saved 
him. I am so sorry, but he's dead." 
 
Edna replied, "Actually I hung him up to dry. How soon can I go home?"" 

                              *********** 

      

   



Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 

                            

And the last word: 
                     My personal Gyro creed 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

            Hope you enjoyed the new format. It still has some kinks but was fun to play with. 

 

            SB 


