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Directors:  Bill Carter, Art Merrick, Gordon Stewart,  Lloyd Wilson  

I WAS JUST THINKING 
 
Where are we going and why am I in this handbasket? 
 

 

EDITOR’S RANT   

 

We are in very sad times here in Canada. We are awash 
in bewilderment over the stunning show of ineptitude put 
on by our politicians at all levels of government. It is 
rivaled only by our neighbours to the south. The skeptics 
among us have always known that politicians, be they 

elected or appointed, are not immune to thinking of their own welfare above their public 
duty. We cannot escape the suspicion that almost every word that comes from their 
mouths is connected to an ulterior motive. The Senate, which was designed to help 
keep the elected politicians honest has failed miserably in its mission and is wallowing 
in the same partisan and self interest as the “Lower House”.  The dramas to which 
Canadians have been exposed in 2013 have placed the word “politician” at a new low 
on the scale of honourable professions.  
On the other hand, CPAC, the Cable channel that broadcasts Ottawa’s Question Period 
has seen its viewership rocket from a steady double digit daily total to six figures. It is 
reality television at its worst, if that rank is conceivable. We are a nation of voyeurs and 
scandal addicts and our governors have been serving our gluttonous appetites like a 
roasted giant ox serves Rob Ford’s need for a good lunch.   
We are witnessing political ambition trumping public service at every level.  Extreme 
partisanship rules the day. “Honourable” members of congress, senate, parliament 
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legislature, national assembly and city council are prepared to sacrifice us all in the 
name of future election strategy, both personal and party. In the USA, it appears 
political adversaries are prepared to figuratively nuke their country rather than abide by 
democratic principles and listen to the voters. In Canada, we may be considering much 
the same thing but with better manners. Stonewalling, hiding the truth until the bag 
containing it springs a leak, attacking to divert attention from the real issue or engaging 
in reasoned debate  –  these are no longer noteworthy exceptional strategies, they are 
the only strategy.  I wonder if this is the way other great civilizations signaled their 
impending demise. 
 
(Since I wrote this, the daily segments of the Rob Ford horror story have dominated the 
airwaves for the past week or so. Today, the senate and the PMO issues returned to the 
headlines in this country reminding usToronto is not  the only source of shame.)  SB 
 
*Editor’s Note:  This rant, of course, grants immunity to Lawrence Zalasky’s sister  
                        Maryann Chichak who was elected as Mayor of Whitecourt last month. 
                        We are confident she will be the flag bearer for a renaissance political  
                         approach that will save us all.  

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:     
Hi Scott : 
  
I know you have been waiting in wild anticipation for the curling report so here it is : 
  
Two teams consisting of Herb, Lawrence, Peter and Art and the other Lloyd, Jim M., Roger, and Gordon 
arrived in Banff around 5 on Friday in time to participate in the smoker which included Chilly and 
complimentary drinks and lots of crib.  Saturday morning came early and we then started our 6 end 
curling games with Herb's team after their second game demise moving into the C division, Lloyd's team 
moved on in the A event. After curling on Saturday we congregated in Lawrence/Herb's room for some 
good old B.S’ing and reminiscing with lots of laughs.  After that was the banquet including roast beef and 
chicken and complimentary wine.  A short business meeting was held with the highlight being 
introductions of the Wallace group who where all wearing tee shirts advertising that they where the curling 
State champions ( they don't have a curling rink in Wallace and had never thrown a rock ).  To everyone's 
surprise they actually won a game so that kind of explains the quality of the curling.  Everybody then went 
to the card room and proceeded to get into the Texas Hold-em tournament.  Lawrence and Gordon where 
winners with Art just getting nipped out at the final table.  After much socializing we all called it a day and 
looked forward to the next day ( starting at 8:30 ).  Sunday morning Herb's team played one more game 
and got second prize, Lloyd's team won their first game and then lost in the final's of A.  We all received 
prizes and came back to Edmonton on not so good road.  
  
Great fun had by all and am looking forward to going back with 3 teams and a club subsidy.  ( some of the 
more compassionate and caring clubs paid the whole registration for their teams ) !!!!!!!   
Lloyd  “The Rock” Wilson    

 

                    
     Casing the opposition                             Lloyd’s the decider here                          “A” side runners up                                           



I have received more than one letter drawing my attention to the following poem that 
was penned by Allan Bleiken on Remembrance Day, 2013. Your talents appear to be 
unlimited, Allan. 
SB 
 

 

 
                                ******** 

             Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 

 



HEALTH AND WELFARE: 
 
Carol Deleveaux’s Dad passed away in Manitoba recently. Our deepest sympathy goes 
out to you and your family, Carol. 

 
 
GYRETTE NEWS: 
 
REMINDER…. 
 
5:30 PM, November 27th  is our next meeting. The Pan Tree is the place to be. 
#550, 220 Lakeland Drive   (ph. 780-464-4631   Website:  www.thepantree.ca ) 
 
You will be in for a treat! The pan tree is a high-end kitchen store with an in-store 
kitchen. With Christmas approaching rapidly, you may just find the perfect gift for your 
special friend, daughter, daughter-in-law-, son or son-in-law, or even husband? 
They offer cooking classes as well. 
It is exciting that we have such a unique place in Sherwood Park. Gyrettes will have a 
tour of the facility. As well, Natalie, the owner, will give us ideas on appetizers for the 
busy season ahead. Tony Roma’s will be the source of sustenance afterward. 
If you have not declared your intentions it may be too late. Check with Cora or Barb. 
  

 
THE MEETING BEFORE LAST: 

 
Apparently my sources misled me. The winners of the “A” and “B” side of the cribbage 
tournament were reversed. Dorne and Terry took home the good wine while Gary and 
Peter sipped seconds.      
 

  
 

LAST MEETING:  Race Night Nov.15
th  

Northlands Racetrack 
 

 

 

http://www.thepantree.ca/


42 Gyros and Gyrettes slid into Northlands racetrack on Friday evening, braving rain 
sleet and snow to watch the trotters slop their way around the track. We even had the 
9th race named after us. The winner was Credit Card Junkie (no comment). Rikke 
claims he made money as did Al Bleiken. Bill Carter was seen with fifty dollars in his 
hand but it was at the betting window. The food was fine and the weather behind the 
glass was cozy. All in all, the Gyros were the winners having a great evening. The 
horses’ and drivers’ highlight of the night was a hot rubdown beyond the finish line. 
Thanks to Dorne and Bill for a very entertaining event. 
 
 
 

 

 
                                   ******* 
This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, but I'd never met 

herbivore. 

 



NEXT MEETING:  Guest Speaker Night  November 27th 
 
On November 27th, Allan Bleiken has again arranged for a fine speaker. This time he 
says it is a “mystery guest speaker”. Judging from the topic, my guess is that Allan has 
forgotten his speaker’s name and hopes he will show up so Allan doesn’t have to do an 
hour of stand up.  The word is that it will be our privilege to listen to a very respected 
geriatric health specialist who will talk about "Life After 60", from a healthcare 
perspective.  
 
What good “old Allan” does remember is that he needs you to contact him with news of 
YOUR attendance immediately.  E-mail him at allan.bleiken@telus.net or phone him 

at (780) 467-7976.  DO IT NOW!  No… I mean NOW.  
 

 

mailto:allan.bleiken@telus.net


 

MEANWHILE IN CANADA Dept.                                                                                

             

     
 

   
   

Special segment…Only in Amurka: 
      American Thanksgiving Special 

                            HappyThanksgiving Neighbour!                               
                                                                                                                           We’ve got your back.                                     

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=579626105417758&set=a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=578741475506221&set=a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=558781190835583&set=a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=567507299962972&set=a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=570488742998161&set=a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=569819336398435&set=a.251092048271167.56433.251089648271407&type=1&relevant_count=1


SNICKERS AND GUFFAWS : 

 

 

 
 
                       ************ 
 

One fine day Tom, an eighty-year old retired pilot who now owned a ranch, went shopping in 
town and had lunch with his good friend, the banker.  
 
Tom had lost his wife a year or so before and rumour had it that he was marrying 
a mail-order bride. 
 
Being a good friend, the banker asked Tom if the rumour was true. Tom assured 
him that it was. The banker then asked Tom the age of his new bride to be. 
 
Tom proudly said, 'She'll be twenty-one in November.' 
 
Now the banker, being the wise man that he was, could see that the sexual 
appetite of a young woman could not be satisfied by an eighty-year old man. 
 
Wanting his old friend's remaining years to be happy the banker tactfully 
suggested that Tom should consider getting a hired hand to help him out on 
the ranch, knowing nature would take its own course. Tom thought this was a 
good idea and said he would look for one that afternoon. 
 
About four months later, the banker ran into Tom in town again. 
 
'How's the new wife?' asked the banker. 
 
Tom proudly said, 'Good - she's pregnant.' 
 
The banker, happy that his sage advice had worked out, continued, 'And how's 
the hired hand?' 
 
Without hesitating, Tom said, 'She's pregnant too.'" 

                 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=555672454478215&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1


Today’s generation is so allergic to everything that future wars will be fought 

by throwing bags of peanuts and cat hair at each other. 

 

 

FUN ANIMAL PICS:  
 

     
                                       Rider Pride 

 
                                        ************ 

 
I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it dawned on me. 

                      ****** 

 

Smarts Test: Did you identify these? 

                
     Putin on the Ritz                              Whoopi cushion 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=634059719972821&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=779409395421849&set=a.223098324386295.105971.205344452828349&type=1&relevant_count=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10200734498179967&set=p.10200734498179967&type=1
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=755138647848924&set=a.737221629640626.1073741825.205344452828349&type=1&relevant_count=1


 
                 

Anatomy facts that are bound to come in handy sooner or 

later: 
 
 

  The colder the room you sleep in, the higher the chances are that you'll 
have a bad dream. 

 

 Human lips have a reddish color because of the great concentration of tiny 
capillaries just below the skin. 

 

 Three hundred million cells die in the human body every minute. 

 

 

 

Your Gyro Friendship thought of the week: 
 

             

                                           

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=652841288094664&set=a.332558606789602.79837.332470810131715&type=1&relevant_count=1


                             

                 

And the last word…..  

 

 

 

 
 

 
                    
                                     

SB 
 

 

 


